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Kuwait, Iraq clash at NAM talks in India 

NEW DELW l AFP) — Iraq and Kuwait clashed at a 
Noo-Abgned Movement (NAM) ministerial confer- 
ence here Monday during negotiations on United 
Nations reforms, diplomats said. Ministers from the 
two countries held up negotiations on proposals for 
*k?j e «w® emenl U-N. Security Council, they 
said. We wanted a balanced draft but Kuwait insist- 
ed on the exclusion of our points from the proposed 
declaration," said Iraqi delegate Adnan Malik. Mr. 
Malik srnd Kuwait blocked Iraq when it called for the 
inclusion of a paragraph mentioning Iraqi prisoners of 
the 1991 Gulf war. "We had also asked for the inclu- 
sion of a reference to our appeals for an end to the suf- 
ferings of our people, but Kuwait tried to block those 
as well," he said. 
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Kuwait bans anti-Israeli protest 

KUWAIT CITY i .AFP ) — An unofficial group has teen refused die 
right tu outside the Kuwaiti parliament against Israeli 
actions in Jercsalem and l‘.S. support for the Jewish stale's fairies, 
an organiser said Monday. "We u ere refused ihe right to gather ixit- 
side the parliament" on Tuesday, .said Omran Mohammad, a found- 
ing member of the group calling itself the Committee for ihe 
Defence cf bbmtc Issues. He said the refusal from the capital gov- 
emorjiL* cave "no reason at all" for denying their right to peace ftil 
pretest oihade the parliament building against Laud's decision to 
caoanye wait on a new Jewish settlement in Jerusalem. The prtHe^ 
was also aimed at Washington lor vetoing a United Nations resolu- 
tion calling for Israel to reverse its settlement plans. "We believe 
this is our righl as citizens of a free country io express our point of 
view.' Mr. Mohammad said, but he said KiiwaiUs would now be 
urged to gather inside the parliament building on Tuesday, w hen 
deputies mee: for their regular debate. 
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Netanyahu-Clinton talks produce no apparent breakthrough 

Israel sticks to its guns over settlements; u.s. Israeli premier reveals little of 

president cool to three-way summit proposal 


Mayo Clinic summit with King 




Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill 
Clinton on Monday assured 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu that Israel would 
not have to compromise its 
"security” to restart Mideast 
peace talks and said the 
Palestinians are next in line 
for While House talks. 

Mr. Clinton did not report 
any breakthroughs with Mr. 
Netanyahu after their two- 
hour talks on the Middle 
East peace process, which 
has run aground over hard- 
ening positions on both sides 
and an upsurge in violence. 

“We had a very specific, 
frank, candid, and long talk, 
and now we're going to talk 
to the Palestinians and see 
whether there’s something 
we can do to get this thing 
going again.” Mr. Clinton 
told reporters. 

A Palestinian National 
Authoriry (PNA) delegation 
is to meet at the White 
House later in the week with 
Mr. Clinton's Mideast point 
man, Dennis Ross, accord- 
ing to White House 
spokesman Michael McCur- 

ry- 

Mr. Clinton had been 
expecred to chide Mr. 
Netanyahu over the new 
Jewish settlement in the 
“Har Homa” settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

But if there were any arm- 
twisting. apparently it was 
ineffective as Mr. Netanyahu 
stuck to his guns on that and 
future settlements. 

"The construction will 
cany on, whether it is the 
Har Homa suburb or in the 
territories'’ of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israeli jour- 
nalists after his White House 
meeting. 

No signs of softening 
appeared on the other side 
either as Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat said in a 
speech in New Delhi that 
Israel’s policies were “equal 
to a declaration of 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat is greeted by Indian Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda during a break in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) ministerial conference on 
Monday in New Delhi (AFP photo) 

Arafat wins non-aligned backing 
in fight against Israeli settlement 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) 
— Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat stole the 
limelight on the opening 
day of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) confer- 
ence here Monday, accus- 
ing Israel of declaring war 
on the Palestinian people 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

His powerful speech, 
made ahead of crisis talks 
between Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington on 
the peace process, won 
loud applause from dele- 
gates at the ministerial con- 
ference. 

They responded by adopt- 
ing a special declaration 
expressing solidarity with 
the Palestinian cause. 

Mr. Arafat's address, 
included at the last moment 
after his late arrival as a 


special guest, overshad- 
owed a speech fay U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan backing NAM calls 
for U.N. reform. 

Mr. Annan said later that 
a special session of the 
U.N. General Assembly 
might be called to discuss 
the Middle East 

Mr. Arafat addressing 
foreign ministers from 74 
countries, said Israeli set- 
tlements in Arab East Jer- 
sualem were "equal to a 
declaration of war, not only 
on the Palestanian people 
but also on the peace 
process. 

"The peace in the whole 
region is in danger. All this 
is a result on the continuity 
of the current Israeli gvem- 
ment's policies and~ atti- 
tudes." 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel 
of "intensifying, financing 
and supporting the Jewish 


settlement activities spread- 
ing over the territories, par- 
ticularly in holy Jerusalem, 
in order to Judaise it." 

Mr. Arafat added Israel 
was "imposing an econom- 
ic blockade" and wreaking 
havoc on the Palestinian 
economy. 

He said there was "a 
strangulation and the 
restriction of movement of 
citizens, workers, goods 
and agricultural products 
from the areas of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) and vice-versa. 

"Israel wants to keep 
land, security and peace 
with us and with the Arab 
states for nothing. 

"More than that, it wants 
to build relations with the 
Arab Nation and with the 
Non-Aligned Movement at 
our expense and at the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli settler opens fire, 
wounds two Palestinians 


ft 




..ill 


RAM At -T AH (Agencies) — 
A Jewish settler opened fire 
on Palestinians from his M-16 
assault rifle Monday after his 
van was stoned in a West 
Bank village, witnesses said. 
Two Palestinians were 
wounded, one seriously. 

In a second incident in the 
West Bank town of Hebron, a 
Jewish settler shot in the air 
after he said Palestinians 
threw stones at him near the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. No one was 
hurt. 

The clash in the West Bank 
village of Kharbata occurred 
at about 9 a.m. (0600 GMT) 
when a Jewish settler drove 
through the village and school 
students stoned his van, said 
Jamil Injas, 28, a village resi- 
dent 

The setder got out of his 
vehicle, chased the youths and 
opened fire from his M-16 
assault rifle. Mr. Injas said. 
When other villagers saw that 
the children were being fired 
on, they threw more stones at 
the van, and the settler turned 
around and shot at them as 
well Mr. Injas said. 

As a result, 1 S-y ear-old lyad 
Hamoud was shot in the chest 
and 27 -year-old Jamal 
Ibrahim hit in the leg. The 
wounded were taken to a hos- 
pital in Raxnal lah, 15 kilome- 
tres away. Mr. Hamoud was 
in serious condition, doctors 
said. 


The settler was known in the 
village, and in the past tried to 
intimidate villagers by driving 
up to them with his guns visi- 
ble, said Mr. Ibrahim as he 
recovered from his leg wound 
at the hospital. 

"He passes through the vil- 
lage all the time even though 
there is a bypass road (for set- 
tlers - )." Mr. Ibrahim said. "He 
got out of his van and began 
shooting. He had an M-16, 
and a handgun he held in his 
mouth while shooting.” 

In the Hebron incident, no 
one was hurt by the settler's 
shots. Israel Radio said the 
settler was detained by police 
for questioning. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have been rocked by 
daily unrest since Israel broke 
ground on March 18 for a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Three Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli gunfire 
and scores wound in the vio- 
lence. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, - who 
returned on Sunday from talks 
with top U.S. officials in 
Washington, said a 
closure which Israel tight- 
ened in the West Bank and 
Gaza after a March 21 suicide 
bombing in Tel Aviv would 
continue. 

"Closure is not a goal but a 
means...lt is entirely dear to 


us that the fact of closure rais- 
es the level of violence — 
stone-throwing and petrol 
bombs — in the territories of 
Judea, Samaria (West Bank) 
and Gaza,’’ Mr. Mordechai 
told reporters. 

Some 140,000 Jewish set- 
tlers live amidst more than 
two million Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Officials said Mr. 
Mordechai decided to main- 
tain the restrictions on Pales- 
tinians' right to travel outside 
the territories because Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) "is still not doing 
enough to fight terrorism.” 

Mr. Mordechai also ordered 
Israel's armed forces to 
remain on high alert amid 
fears that militants from the 
territories could attempt new 
suicide bombings to coincide 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s visit 
to Washington. 

Mr. Mordechai acknowl- 
edged in a radio interview 
Monday that economic hard- 
ship caused by the closure 
“fuels violence in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, but our 
top priority is fighting terror- 
ism.” 

The travel restrictions pre- 
vent tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from reaching 
day jobs inside Israel and 
severely cuts down trade with 
the territories. 


Hariri urges 
more Russian 
involvement 

MOSCOW (R) — 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik AI Hariri urged 
Moscow' on Monday to 
play a more active role in 
the Middle East settlement 
after tension prompted by 
Israel's plans to build Jew- 
ish settlements in Arab East 
Jerusalem. “I urged my 
Russian counterpan to 
have Russia do all it can to 
give a new impetus to the 
peace talks.” Mr. Hariri 
said after talks with Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov. Mr. 
Hariri told a joint news 
conference that he and Mr. 
Primakov expressed simi- 
lar views that the Middle 
East settlement should be 
achieved solely through 
political measures. “Israel 
should cany out all deci- 
sions taken by the United 
Nations Security Council 
and its obligations under 
the international treaties,” 
he added. Mr. Primakov 
told the news conference 
that he will raise the issue 
during his talks with 
French President Jacques 
Chirac during his visit to 
Paris later this week. He 
also said that his deputy, 
Vasily Posuvalyuk, will 
leave for the Middle East in 
the next few days. Mr. Pri- 
makov said he is in person- 

( Continued on page 7) 


ROCHESTER (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu Sun- 
day visited His Majesty 
King Hussein, who is con- 
valescing at the Mayo Clin- 
ic following a successful 
operation for the removal 
of an enlarged portion of 
his prostate and reviewed 
Middle East developments. 

At the 45-minute bedside 
meeting, the two leaders 
reviewed ways for breaking 
the deadlock in the peace 
negotiations. Mr. 

Netanyahu wished the King 
speedy recovery. 

Emerging from the meet- 
ing the Israeli prime minis- 
ter did not reveal what he 
had discussed with the 
King but told a press con- 
ference: “I just had the 
opportunity to visit King 
Hussein, who is recovering 
from a medical treatment. I 
was impressed by his 
recovering very rapidly and 
I wished him full recovery.” 

He said that at his meet- 
ing with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on Monday he was 
to discuss ways for moving 
the peace process forward. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. who was pre- 
sent at the meeting, said: “I 
think the visit of Mr. 
Netanyahu is well appreci- 
ated by His Majesty and it 
is another gesture. I hope 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali chats with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu at a press briefing at the Rochester Methodist Hospital in Rochester, Min- 
nesota on Monday (Reuters photo) 


that this contact will be for 
the good of everybody.” 

Mr. Netanyahu ’ flew 
directly from Tel Aviv to 
the clinic Sunday for the 
visit with Kins Hussein 
who had prostate surgery 
on Saturday. 

“The relations between 
Israel and Jordan are 
important. They reflect one 
of the foundations of the 
peace that we have in our 
area that we seek to 


expand.” Mr. Netanyahu 
said after the meeting. 

Israeli officials charac- 
terised the meeting with the 
King as a gesture of friend- 
ship.” 

"I was impressed that he's 
recovering very rapidly." 
Mr. Netanyahu told 
reporters. “I wish him a 
full recovery. He is a great 
friend of Israel and a great 
friend of peace. I think that 
I am expressing here the 


hopes the people of Israel 
and the people of goodwill 
everywhere." 

Mr. Netanyahu, who did 
not lake questions al a brief 
news conference, s.ud he 
will talk to President Clin- 
ton on Monday “about the 
efforts to brine stability, 
end violence ami move the 
peace process forward." 

“This is a wish (hat I'm 

(Continued on page 7) 


Archaeology proves Islam's 
tolerance — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regenr, 
said Monday that the dis- 
covery of churches that 
existed in Jordan in the 
Muslim Umayyad era 
“show that the essence of 
Islam was distinguished by 
a broad liberal attitude and 
an openness of mind which 
shunned narrow sectarian- 
ism and religious bigotry.” 
In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Mi raster of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji at the opening 
of a colloquium entitled 
“Travelling Through the 
Byzantine Umayyad Peri- 
od," the Regent said: 
“Archaeological research 
in the last 15 years has 
shown that no less than 46 
Byzantine churches in Jor- 
dan alone continued to be 


used as such, well until the 
middle of rhe Sih century' 
and beyond, and no fewer 
than five churches were 
constructed and paved with 
coloured mosaics in the 
Umayyad period.” 

"These discoveries also 
convey a picture which is 
drastically different from 
that which portray Islam us 
a fanatic and intolerant 
creed that utterly rejects the 
others.” added the Regent, 
noting that in Jordan ""we 
have been promoting inter- 
faith dialogue and intereul- 
tural debate because we are 
convinced that only- 
through understanding and 
tolerating differences, the 
three monotheistic faiths 
can offer hope of a better 
future.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Abbas briefs Crown Prince 
on PNA's stand on crisis 


AMMAN (Petra r — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Monday stressed the 
need for bolstering chan- 
nels of communication 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and 
putting into practice Jor- 
danian-Palestinan agree- 
ments in political and "eco- 
nomic fields in such a man- 
ner that would benefit the 
two peoples. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Mahmoud Abbas. Sec- 
retary General of the Exec- 
utive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation iPLO). the Regent 
said lhat Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian coordination would 
lend support to the Pales- 
tinian negotiators in their 
quest to regain the legiti- 


mate and inalienable rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

Stressing the importance 
of achieving security in its 
comprehensive dimension 
covering social and eco- 
nomic security, the Regeni 
emphasised Jordan's sup- 
port for the Palestinian peo- 
ple's right to lead a digni- 
fied life on their national 
soil. He also emphasised 
the need for the resumption 
of the peace process until it 
achieves the aspired com- 
prehensive peace that 
would guarantee the rights 
of all parties and restore 
Palestinian people's legiti- 
mate rights. 

Mr. Abbas briefed (he 
Regent on the PNA's stand 
regarding the recent devel- 
opments. stressing that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Party merger of eight expected 
to challenge Islamic Action Front 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National Constitu- 
tional Party’, newly formed by the 
merger of eight centrist parties, will 
announce its statute soon and will 
field candidates in a unified list for 
this autumn's parliamentary elections, 
a party source said on Monday. 

Combining the human, ideological 
and financial resources of one large 
and other smaller parties, the new 
nationalist centrist bloc is widely 
expected to challenge the Islamic 
Action Front, so far the largest politi- 
cal party in the Kingdom. 

The secretary’ general of Al Wa’ed, 
one of the merging parties. Anis 
Muasher, said in the parliamentary 
elections the new’ party counts on the 
votes of "the majority of the people, 
who reject extremism ... and believe 
in an open economic strategy which 
wall bring Jordan in the club of the 
developed countries." 

According to Mr. Muasher, who is 
also a prominent businessman and for- 
mer minister of finance, the National 
Constitutional Party hopes to obtain 
official registration at the Ministry’ of 


Interior in May. “There should be no 
obstacles to the registration proce- 
dures.” he told the Jordan Times in an 
interview, adding that each of the 
eight parties will choose 100 members 
to sign the application. 

Mr. Muasher also confirmed earlier 
reports that, after the official registra- 
tion, the leaders of the previous par- 
lies will resign to make way for a new- 
unified leadership. 

Though it is yet unclear when the 
internal elections for the new leader- 
ship will be held. Mr. Muasher said 
"there will be an interim period in 
which the leaders of each party will 
form on executive committee and 
appoint 30 members to take pan in a 
central council.” 

The National Constitutional Party 
will emphasise economic reforms, Mr. 
Muasher said, including "the privati- 
sation and liberal isation process and 
all the economic reforms that have 
heen promised by governments, hut 
never realised.” 

He announced that the new party 
will also present an economic plan, 
and suggest the methods for its imple- 
mentation. The economic plan should 
be publicised “in the early days of the 


THE EIGHT centrist nationalist 
political parties which have 
announced their merger as the 
National Constitutional Party arc: 

— The Progress and justice 
Party, headed by Ali Sa'ad 

— * Al Ahd. "headed by Abdul 
Hadi Majali 

— Al Wa'ed, headed by Anis — 
u as her 

— The Jordanian National 
Alliance, headed by Minister of 
Agriculture Mijhem Khreisha 

— Al Watan. headed bv Hakam 
Kheir 

— The Jordanian Arab Masses 
Party’, headed by Abdul Khalcq 
Shataat 

— Al Yakatha. headed by Abdul 
Ra’ouf Rawabdeh — The Popular 
Unity Party, headed by Tnlal 
Ramahi. 


party.” he added. 

In addition to the economic reforms, 
the National Constitutional Party will 
also focus, in the parliamentary elec- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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Ex-owner of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim land 
fights construction 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The last 
legal hurdle Israel faces 
over its controversial con- 
struction in Arab East 
Jerusalem is from the Jew- 
ish owner of much of the 
land confiscated for the 
project. 

David Mir is petitioning 
the supreme court to cancel 
the confiscations, and if 
that fails he has a quirky 
plan for embarrassing the 
government: retroactively 
selling rights ro the land to 
area Palestinians who 
would then negotiate the 
compensation. 

“This is my illness: I am 
an optimist." Mr. Mir said 
Sunday, clad in a brown 
leather jacket as he 
watched busy construction 
crews on the Windswept 
hill. 

The real estate developer 
said that before the confis- 
cation four years ago. he 
owned about 140 acres on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim: that is 
almost a third of the land on 
which the "Har Homa” set- 
tlement project is to be 
builL 

GroundbreaJcing last 
month for the project drew 
international condemnation 
and set off almost daily 
Palestinian protests and a 
deep crisis in LsraeLi-Pales- 
timan peace talks. 

“I have the solution: can- 
cel the confiscation.” the 
balding, gray-haired Mir 
told the AP. “I .. want to 
develop (the site) in peace 
with our neighbours. Under 
the law I am considered the 
owner until I am paid com- 
pensation." 

On Tuesday the supreme 
court is to Hear Mr. Mir's 
argument that it was unfair 
totake the land away from 
him — which he says scut- 
tled his plans to build a 
mixed Arab-Jewish neigh- 
bourhood — and give it to 
another contractor who is 


to build for Jews only. 

ft is not clear, however, 
whether Mr. Mir will find 
takers for his fallback plan 
— because Palestinians 
generally refuse to accept 
compensation for land for 
fear of granting confisca- 
tions legitimacy. 

The real estate developer, 
who says he is motivated 
by a desire for peace as 
much as money, met with 
prospective takers on the 
hill. It was not clear how 
much he was asking for. 

All Hassan Abu Tier, an 
elderly Arab man dressed 
in a suit and tie and Kef- 
fiyeh. hugged Mr. Mir and 
seemed happy to talk. But 
he did not go along with 
Mr. Mir's plan. 

“We refuse to accept 
compensation," he said. “Is 
this justice?" 

Mr. Mir’s effort to sell the 
confiscated land with the 
argument that he has not 
been compensated yet 
appears unprecedented, and 
there was doubt whether it 
would hold up in court. 

“He has nothing to sell. It 
(the land) belongs to the 
state,” said Interior Minis- 
ter Eli Souisx 

David Zeiderman of the 
£R Shalena peace group that 
has fought the Har Homa 
project found himself in 
rare agreement with Mr. 
Souisa. 

Asked if Mr. Mir had the 
right to sell the land. Mr. 
Zeiderman said: “Not real- 
ly. He is basically trying to 
take the wind of sails of 
government’s claim” that 
two-thirds of the land con- 
fiscated for Har Homa was 
taken from Jews, not Arabs. 

In the past, the supreme 
court has rejected appeals 
against the confiscation or 
to order a halt to the Har 
Homa construction. 



A Palestinian youth is brought into a hospital in Ram all ah on Monday, after he received gunshot wounds when an 
Israeli settler opened fire on stone-throwing Palestinians in the village of Kharbata, 20 km east of Ram all ah (AFP 
photo) 


Qadhafi calls for action, not words 


CAIRO ( AP) — Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
on Sunday urged Arabs to quit talking about Jerusalem and 
do something about iL 

In a speech at A1 Fatih University in the Libyan capital 
Tripoli. Colonel Qadhafi said the Arab World must counter 
Israeli moves in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Israel’s decision last month to build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem has drawn strong criticism 
from the Arab League, fee Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) and the OSC's Jerusalem Committee. 

"The Zionist movement in Erist JerusaBem mustifce con- 
fronted by an Arab counter-movement to occupy East 
Jerusalem and deny any Zionist entry,” Col. QadtMfi told a 
rally of university students. “It is not through paper resolu- 
tions.” 

He chided those countries chat have tried ro develop rela- 
tions with Israel, saying: "We must expose the stupidity of 
the Arab economic and political approaches because it is 
pan of the deteriorating, decaying and immoral 
international approach.” 

His speech was carried on state-run Libyan television and 
monitored by the Associated Press in Cairo. 

Egypt and Jordan have signed peace treaties with Israel 
while the Palestinians have~negotiated several agreements 
that are designed to lead to a ' final status” agreement. 

A number of Arab countries — Qatar, Oman, Morocco 
and Tunisia — have established low-level trade or diplo- 
matic relations, but these have been set back since the elec- 


tion last May of hardline Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Col. Qadhafi called on the students to adopt strong reso- 
lutions and follow them up with action. 

“We should expose the stupidity of the curreni Arab 
approach, the approach of mere rhetoric, the approach of 
mere ink on paper, the approach of denunciations and 
empty protests without action on the ground,” Col. Qadhafi 
said. 

He did not, however, recommend any specific action to 
be taken. 

His speech was interrupted frequently with student 
chants, including shouts of “We are behind the revolution." 

Col. Qadhafi also told the students that Arabs hate the 
United States "because it has declared itself our enemy.” 

He added: "America is the one which is waging war 
against us. It is the one which wants to enable the Zionists 
to control the Arab World.” 

In a speech last month. Col. Qadhafi said that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policies give the Arabs no alternative bur to go 
to war to liberate their land from the Jewish state. He 
specifically mentioned Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, 
which Israel seized from Syria in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 


Turkish general says army 
is not interested in power 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
army's second-in-command said 
in comments published on Mon- 
day that the military did not 
want a greater role in politics, 
despite ordering the government 
to crack down on Islamist 
activism. 

“It is not our duty or mission 
to run the country." the Milliyet 
daily quoted General Cevik Bir 
as saying. “Both the country and 
the world would not favour 
that." 

A military-dominated security 
council in February' told Prime 
Minister Necmenin Erbakan's 
coalition to reverse steps to 
increase the role of religion in 
public life. 

But Gen. Bir said the secular- 
ist generals, who have carried 
out three coups since 1960, 


would go no further than ''advis- 
ing’’ the civilian authorities. 
“There is no way we will be 
involved in any other kind of 
intervention," he said. 

His comments were the most 
definitive so far by senior Turk- 
ish generals to rule out direct 
military intervention in the 
political sphere. 

Mr. Erbakan. Turkey's first 
Islamist prime minister, has yet 
to enforce the crackdown, which 
includes planned restrictions on 
religious education and the 
Islamist media and business. 

"It will take time to put (the 
measures) into place but they 
will be carried out." Gen. Bir 
said. 


Iran to sue 24 German firms over Iraq chemicals 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran said 
Monday it was preparing to 
sue 24 German companies for 
providing Iraq with chemical 
weapons or technology dur- 
ing its 19S0-1988 war against 
' the Islamic republic. 

Mohammad-Reza Abbasi- 
Fard. the deputy-head of the 
judiciary for executive 
affairs, said the defendants 
would be called to appear in a 
Tehran court shortly, but did 
not give a date. 

Quoted by Iran’s official 
LRNA news agency, he named 
some of the firms implicated 
as Karl Kolb, Pilot Plant, 
Rayem Bayern and Laiziki. 
They are a phonetic transla- 
tion of names as written in 
Farsi. 

The official said more than 
1 ,000 relatives of the victims 
of chemical attacks during the 
war had filed complaints 
against the German firms for 
giving Iraq "chemical 
weapons, poisonous gas or 


the technological knowhow 
for producing such arms.” 

They also were suing “cer- 
tain” German officials for 
issuing permits to the firms to 
export such deadly devices, 
he said, adding that the plain- 
tiffs had demanded “material 
and moral” compensation as 
well as punishment for the 
alleged culprits. 

Mr. Abbasi-Fard argued that 
the “crime" had taken place 
inside Iranian territory and 
that the authorities here had 
jurisdiction over the case. 

"We have completed inves- 
tigations into tne case and 
have strong and unshakeable 
evidence, including pictures 
and films showing german 
specialists in special uni- 
forms cooperating; with the 
Iraqi army,” he said. 

His remarks came as a 
Berlin court prepares to issue 
a verdict on Thursday in the 
murder trial of four* Iranian 
Kurdish opposition figures in 


which Iranian leaders have 
been implicated. 

Relations between Iran and 
its main trade partner, Ger- 
many, have been strained 
over the trial of an Iranian 
and four Lebanese nationals 
accused of gunning down the 
Kurds in a Berlin restaurant 
in 1992. 

Iran first threatened to sue 
the German companies over 
alleged chemical aid to Iraq 
last November after German 
prosecutors accused Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani of 
approving the assassinations. 

Bonn has acknowledged 
that German companies were 
involved in building chemical 
plants in Iraq in the early 
1980s but says the assistance 
was intended for agricultural 
purposes, although the facto- 
ries were later modified by 
Baghdad to produce material 
for military use. 
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Youths arrested after plotting 
an attack on Israeli embassy 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Security 
forces are questioning a 
number of youths in con- 
nection with an attempted 
attack against the Israeli 
embassy in Amman, offi- 
cial sources said Monday. 

Report of the arrests sur- 
faced in two weekly 
tabloids this week, and they 
were subsequently con- 
firmed by the families of 
the youths, who range in 
age between 16 and 17. 

Up to 11 students from 
the Arab Modem School 
(AMS) were detained for 
questioning, the reports 
said. 

No formal charges have 
been made against the 11 
students, but it is under- 
stood that they are being 
questioned oo forming an 
organised group, plotting to 
attack the Israeli embassy, 
and distributing dangerous 
pamphlets in Amman and 
Irbid. 

Three of the eleven have 
been released, informed 
sources told the Jordan 
Times. 

Other sources indicated 
that the number of students 
detained was 14. 

Security forces contacted 
by the Jordan Times on 
Monday evening declined 
comment. 

But a police source con- 
firmed that the youths were 
being detained in a juvenile 


cell in A1 Zohour police sta -A 
don. 

‘We were awakened after 
dawn on Wednesday by 
police officers asking for 
our child," said Sa'eed 
Kayed. father of 16-year- 
old Abdul Ruhman, who is 
still being detained. "And 
since then, none of the par- 
ents or lawyers were 
allowed to see the chil- 
dren," Mr. Kayed, an attor- 
ney, said. 

According to Mr. Kayed, 
police started arresting 
youths following an 
attempt made by three of 
his son's friends (to attack 
the Israeli embassy. The 
youth were carrying tyres 
and kerosene) on Wednes- 
day. . 

"Following their arrest.^ 
the three informed the 
authorities of the names of 
their other friends," Mr. 
Kayed said. 

Last month, police 
sources announced that an 
Israeli embassy car was 
attacked in front of the 
ambassador's house in 
Swefieh. 

The car's windows were 
broken and its tyres were 
punctured. Police ruled out 
theft as a motive. 

This was the first known 
incident to occur since 
Israel opened an embassy 
in Jordan after the signing 
of the peace process 
between the two countries 
in 1994. 


Released German tourists 
do more Yemen sightseeing 


SANAA (AFP ) — Four Ger- 
man tourists freed after being 
held by tribesmen in Yemen 
for nearly two weeks contin- 
ued their sightseeing on 
Monday before beading 
home, officials said. 

"They were well treated 
and went to tour old Sanaa 
before returning to Germany 
tonight aboard a scheduled 
flight,” a senior Yemeni offi- 
cial said. 

The two German couples 
freed by Yemeni security 
forces on Sunday were 
abducted on March 27 after 
touring ruins in Barakesh. 
200 kilometres east of the 
capital Sanaa, despite gov- 
ernment orders that tourists 
should only go to the area 
with an armed escort 

Tribal sources said the 
hostages were freed after the 
authorities stepped up a 
stranglehold on the mountain 
village of A1 Mahjaza where 
they were being held by 
members of the Jihm tribe. 

They said security forces 
fired several mortar rounds 
and anti-tank rockets near the 
kidnappers’ hideout late Sat- 
urday, without causing any 
casualties. 

Travel agency officials 
who organised the tour for 
the Germans said they were 
well created by the tribes- 
men, who sacrificed a lamb 
in their honour. 

The captors immediately 
surrendered without a fight 
on Sunday, and eight of them 
were arrested, after security 


services marched towards 
the hideout, the sources said. 

More than 80 foreigners 
have been kidnapped by|> 
notoriously unruly Yemeni 
tribes since 1993 and all have 
been freed unharmed. They 
are usually used as bargain- 
ing chips to obtain conces- 
sions from the government. 

The army has only rarely 
been used in rescue opera- 
tions — roost recently in Jan- 
uary 1996 when 17 French 
tpurists were freed, also from 
Maarib. 

Yemeni officials said the 
kidnappers were apparently 
demanding from the govern- 
ment a share of international 
aid provided after floods in 
the region last year. 

The kidnapping was the 
third of foreigners in Yemen 
in as many months. 

In March, seven German 
motorcycle tourists were kid- 
napped by tribesmen near 
Tarim, 750 kilometres east 
of Sanaa. and held for 10 
days.. 

A month earlier a U.S. oil 
company engineer spent 17 
days in captivity in eastern 
Yemen. 

Yemeni officials have sug- £ 
gested in private that Saudi 
Arabia could be behind the 
recent spare of kidnappings 
to destabilise its neighbour 
ahead of April 27 elections. 

Tourism is a vital source of 
foreign currency to Yemen, 
which is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Td. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Budgic-The 
Linlc Helicopter 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:00 

16:00 

French Programmes 

16:30 


17:00 

17:15 

18:00 

lfe30 

Prcson-mi for the Taste of il 
French Proenuiunes 

19:35. 
20:00 
20- V) 

...Comedy — The Office 
Superstars of Action 

21:10 

22:00 

The Nature of Things 

22:25 


23:00 


1 

04:52,. 

06-17 

PRAYER TIMES 

12^8. 


16:12. 


19:04 


20:23.. 



Terra Sancta Church Tel 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Td. 771531. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Td. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Ammm Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


to active, and seas rough. 

Amman .05/12 

Aqaba 14/25 

Deserts 05/1 S 

Jordan Valley 12/23 

Yesterday "I. high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: .Amman 79 per 
cent, .Aqaba 35 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcifich. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Td. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salfe Church Td. 
661757. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Successive cold air fronts will 
affect ihf Kington -today jhv! 
last until Thursday. It will be 
rainy, cold, with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy and winds south- 
westerly to northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it will 
dusty, winds southerly moderate 


NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. ifagam Karadsheh .-.759200 

Du Ranxd Mazzawi 894788 

Dr. Abdul YV'ahab Awad ..846070 

Dr. KhaKd Abdo 657129 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy ....637055 

AI S alam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy _.... 644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Najib pharmaev S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr- Gazi Ta’amneh 250080 
Ai Quds pharmacy ..... — (-*9 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Ai La wzL... 989601 
Khalifeh pharmacy ._...985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Dept 661 1 i 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoGce 843402 

Traffic Police - — 896390 

Public • Security Department 

- .63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints _..66l 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Mnnidpafity Com- 
plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repans -.623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television _..7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Wa ter Authority. .......... 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

. 815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

KJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khali di Maternity. ..-64428 1/6 

AkBeh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternitv 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital —.845845 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahh. Abdali „..664 1 64/6 

Italian, ALMnhajreen 777101/3 

Ai-Basbir 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen AJKa Hospital 

602240/50 

Atnal Hospital — 6741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ... -8651 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09.1900560 

flw Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

I bn AI Nafees Hospital 


— - - (02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJT) Flights 

08:00 — Damascus (RJj 

08:15 ...._ Sanaa /RJ) 

10:25 Abu Dhabi iRJi 

10:30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:35 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

11:05 —Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ; 

16:35 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

17:20 -...Cairo (RJ) 

17:30. London (RJ) 

17:40 -..immldimCRJ) 

19:10 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJi 

22:00 Frankfim (add) (RJ) 

23:25 — .Frankfurt i add) (RJ)) 
01:00 Jeddah (add-three flights) 
|RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:05 London. Damascus (BA) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:40 Munich (Yp) 

18:05 — - Kiev (6LT) 

1 9: 15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:30 Cairo (MS) 

21:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 Aden (IY) 

23*35 J-araaca (CYl 

01:25- fakana(GA) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Aqaba (add) (Rj) 

07:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
lfcOO-Aqaba, Frankfurt (addi (RJ) 

11:00 Jeddah (add) (RJi 

12 : 10- Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto iRT) 

12:15 -Vienna, Paris (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (Rfi 

13J5 -Frankfurt tRj) 

13:40- Brussels iRJ) 

14:00 - London (RJ) 

^*30 Jeddah (RJ) 

1^45 -Jeddah (add) (Rj) 

20:00. Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:20— Larnaca (RJ) 

“ 1:4 °- - Damascus (RJ) 

22:00-.... Anu Dhabi Dubai (Rj) 
22:50- Kuala Lumpur. Singa- 
pore (RJ) 

03:20 - Jeddah (add) (Rj) 

Other F ligh ts 

08:55 -Damascus. London (BA) 

04:30 — Riyadh i SV) 

15:30 - -Munich (YP) 

Kiev (6U) 

- -Dubai (EK.) 

Jr?? -- Cairo (MS) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

Aden (IY) 

Bucharest (RO; 

London (GA) 

-Amsterclam (KL) 


04KML- - Athens (OA) 

04:00 - Rome (AZ) 

ffljAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman &00 aun. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep, Damascus 7:30 tun. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 p-m. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICKS 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana. .600/600 

Banana (imported )_ 1000/600 

Cabbage, 140/80 

Carrot 200/120 

Cauliflower. 200/120 

Cucumber (large) 180/120 

Cucumber (small) J20/180 

Eggplant 280/120 

Fava beans 450/250 

Carfc 1600/1100 

Grape fruit 220/100 

Um °n -580/300 


Marrow (small) .... 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) .. 

-320/200 

260/100 

. 480/300 

Oranee 

CCA/W1 

p eas 

Pepper (hot) 

700/400 

Pepper (sweet) , 

700/400 

jnnrann i 

Spinach 

String beans..- 

.280/100 

T ™>° IjSOflOO 
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Leftist resigns from JMA, cites incompatibility as motive 


■Z 

By Lola Keilam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ja’far Huneti, 
a newly-elected member of 
lie Jordan Medical Associ- 
ation (JMA) council, cited 
incompatibility with other 
board members as the main 
reason for his Sunday resig- 
nation. 

However, President of the 
JMA Bassem Dajani said 
the board will attempt to 
convince the doctor to with- 
draw his resignation. 


Dr. Huneti, seen as close 
to the Baathists, maintained 
thai he could not work with 
the new team as members 
running alongside him on 
the list were not elected. 

He was running on the 
five-member Baathist list, 
which included Yousef 
Muasher and Adam Abdul- 
Iat, former vice president of 
the association, and was the 
only one elected from the 
list. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, he affirmed 


“I and my team — Dr. 
Abdullat and Dr. Muasher 
— have been working for 
the JMA for the pas! six 
years and, therefore, with- 
out them, I cannot fulfil] the 
promises I made to the 
assembly." 

Sources close to the doc- 
tor said that differences 
between Dr. Huneti and 
four elected members from 
the Professional List <PL). a 
leftist list. were behind his 
resignation. 

The source added that Dr. 


Oran alienated and sur- 
prised Baathists and other 
leftists when he formed the 
Professional List. The 
source, a leftist, explained 
"we leftists have been 
forming {our own] fist for 
the past six years." 

In the elections which 
determined the presidency 
and council members of the 
JMA, Islamic Action Front 
flAF) member Bassem 
Dajani was re-elected as 
president of the association 
and four members running 


on his list, one a Nasxerite. 
were also elected to the new 
board- 

Only one doctor running 
on the Islamists list was not 
elected as the list kept four 
seats vacant out of the ten- 
member seat list. 

The other four members 
were elected from the Pro- 
fessional List, headed by 
Mohammed Oran. 

According to the JMA's 
internal regulations and 
laws, the candidate with the 
highest number of votes. 


after Dr. Huneti, will be 
appointed to the board. 

The results showed that 
Dr. Abdullat and Dr. 
Muasher tied, with 700 
votes, after Dr. Huneti. 

"Neither of them %v ill 
accept the new position." 
Dr. Huneti said. 

Dr. Bassem Dajani told 
the Jordan Times that the 
board is currently conduct- 
ing negotiations with . Dr. 
Huneti in order to convince 
him to withdraw his resig- 
nation. 


U.S. official discusses 
* regional peace in seminar 


Japan, Jordan to sign habitat, 
maternal health agreements 


AMMAN lJ.T.1 — Jordan and Japan are to 
sign an agreement on April 15 regarding the 
implementation of projects related both to 
habitat and maternal health, according to a 
National Population Commission tNPCt 
statement released Monday. 

The agreement is to be signed during a 
two-week visit to the Kingdom by a Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
delegation and will assist Jordan in imple- 
menting its national population strategy, 
the statement said. 

Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Tukjyuki 
Kimuna was quoted by Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
Monday as stating that his country plans to 
provide Jordan with $200 million worth of 
assistance over the years 1997 and 1998 to 
help implement development projects. 

He described the projects as designed to 


promote economic development, to fulfil 
basic human requirements and promote 
educational and vocational training, 
tourism and water- re kited projects. 

Next year. Japan and Jordan will discus 
the implementation of the second stage of a 
project for conveying water trenn the north, 
through the King Abdullah Cunai. to 
Amman a> well as developing oilier water 
projects, including the replacement of 
faulty water networks in the Amman area. 

In the interview. Mr Kinuua announced 
that the Japanese embassy will *uun surt 
building its permanent premiss in Amman. 

Upon completion, within an estimated 
three years, it will be one of the largest 
embassies in Jordan, he said. 


Int’l trade union organisation 
opens regional office in Amman 


By Jeffrey Buckley 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Richard 
Murphy, frequent com- 
mentator on regional 
issues. Sunday addressed 
an audience at the Ameri-- 
can embassy regarding the 
Middle East peace 
process. 

The United States Infor- 
mation Service (USISj 
invited Mr. Murphy, 
appointed Career Ambas- 
sador during the Reagan 
administration, fora series 
of meetings with officials 
as well as the media in 
Jordan. 

He covered renewed 
tensions in the Middle 
East since the unilateral 
Israeli decision to build 
more Jewish settlements 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Following the Israeli 
-fnove, a suicide bomber 
killed three Israeli women 
in a Tel Aviv cafe and 
Palestinians have been 
continuously demonstrat- 
ing in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

‘The Oslo accord is 
tinder threat,” Mr. Murphy' 1 
stated, but maintained that 
the irreversibility' of the 
peace process is beydHS 1 
question. “I don't see 
grounds for another Arab- 
Israeli war,” he added. 

Ambassador Murphy 
likened the Paiestinian- 
Israeli Oslo agreement to 
a wedding in which the 
parents "can't stand each 
other” but agree to contin- 
ue the ceremony “for the 
sake of the children.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
declined to meet with 
Palestinian officials until 
“violence ends” and, like- 
wise, Palestinian leader 


Yasser Arafat has refused 
to meet with the Israelis 
until all settlement activi- 
ty has been halted. 

Regarding U.S. involve- 
ment in the Middle East 
peace process. Mr. Mur- 
phy said that the United 
States cannot impose a 
peace settlement unless 
both sides are willing to 
acL He called for a Camp 
David style settlement 
given the possibility of a 
favourable outcome. 

The Camp David accord 
of 197S. which resulted in 
the Israeli return of the 
Sinai peninsula to Egypt 
and the signing of a peace 
agreement a year later, 
was looked down upon by 
many Arab countries at 
the time including Jordan, 
Ambassador Murphy 
maintained. 

“[In retrospect] it does- 
n’t look so bad." he said. 

He holds a similar ideol- 
ogy in regards lo the cur- 
rent process. Patience is 
important as the situation 
is complicated and may 
take time to resolve, he 
emphasised. 

Berween Israelis and 
Palestinians, the issue of 
the Old City of Jerusalem 
is one of ihe more com- 
plex problems. Mr. Mur- 
phy said. 

Addressing the Syrian- 
Israeti situation, Mr. Mur- 
phy affirmed that Israel 
has long known the price 
of peace with Syria is the 
“total return of the Golan 
Heights.” 

He acknowledged that 
Israel could easily reach 
agreement with Syria but 
said that the Israeli parlia- 
ment “is not willing to pay 
this price (the return of the 
Golan Heights) now." 

The Israeli-Syrian bor- 
der is ,k not happy but sta- 


ble,” he affirmed. 

Israel’s inimical rela- 
tions with some .Arab 
states take second place to 
its relations with the 
Palestinians. Mr. Murphy 
said. 

Many Arab countries 
first look at Palestinian- 
I&raeli relations as a basis 
for assessing their own 
relations with the Jewish 
state, he explained. 

Recently, a pan- Arab 
council called for Arab 
nations to halt normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel due 
to the current impasse of 
the peace process. 

Egypt and Jordan were 
excluded from the pact as 
the two are signatories to 
peace agreements with the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Murphy opined that 
the main goal of U.S. 
involvement in the peace 
process was to protect its 
interests in the region. 

He enumerated Lhese as: 
access to the energy 
resources of the Gulf, sup- 
port for “moderate” Arab 
states and the security of 
Israel. 

The last, he said, is 
important to the United 
States "due to the democ- 
ratic processes of the Jew- 
ish state and securiry ties 
existing between the two.” 

He also downplayed the 
influence of the American 
Jewish lobby, describing 
the close relationship 
shared by Israel and the 
U.S. as more deeply root- 
ed in “the substantial 
Christian heritage" cur- 
rently existent in the Unit- 
ed States. 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special !0 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Brussels- 
based International Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions 
i ICFTU i has opened a region- 
al office in .Amman to promote 
the trade and labour movement 
in 10 countries in the region, 
including Jordan. 

The office was formally 
inaugurated Monday by Min- 
ister of Labour Saleh Kha- 
sawneh, who described it as 
coordinating work with the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions in developing 
human resources. 

Jordan needs such help lo 
enable it maximise the utilisa- 
tion of human resources in 
such a manner as to promote 
national production and the 
role of the labour movement. 
Dr. Khusawneh maintained. 

He affirmed that the inaugu- 
ration of the regional office in 
Amman reflects the impor- 
tance which the global com- 
munity attaches to Jordan in 
promoting democracy and 


enabling trade unions to freely 
exercise their activities. 

The Ministry of Labour fully 
backs the regional office in 
order to help execute its pro- 
grammes and will offer every 
possible assistance to alleviate 
any difficulties it might 
encounter, the minister added. 

He expressed optimism that 
the. ICFTU might execute pro- 
grammes to aid in the develop- 
ment of the national economy 
as well as that of ihe region. 

During the inauguration cer- 
emony. ICFTl’ Secretary Gen- 
eral Bill Jordan declared that 
the federation has decided to 
open the regional office in Jor- 
dan in homage lo the King- 
dom's democratic orientation 
and political pluralism. 

The ICFTU’ groups 200 
member organisations repre- 
senting 150 workers in same 
number of countries and is 
striving to bolster solidarity 
and cooperation among world 
trade unions. Mr. Jordan slat- 
ed. 

He asserted that Lhe federa- 
tion has supported the peace 


pnvtf’.s ever since ihe Gimp f 
David ag reemer.;- between j 
Egyp; and Israel and continue- j 
to support the right to self- 
determination of the Palestin- 
ian people as well .r. other 
peoples world- wide. 

The federation plans n* train 
trade union members in lhe 
region in order lo promote the 
Arab labour union movement. 

The opening of the regional 
office, was welcomed by Sec- 
retary General of Lhe Federa- 
tion of Jordanian labour 
Unions Khaled Shreim. who 
described the programmes as 
conforming to the policies and 
activities of Jordanian iabour 
unions. 

Jordan's alliliaiion to ihe 
ICFTU as weil as its close 
cooperation with ihe regional 
office in Amman will tucililalc 
the exchange ol evpeni-e. 
strengthen unions ami protect 
rights and freedoms through 
die regional uffu.u'x pro- 
grammes. training courses and 
other activ ities. 
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By Francesca Ciriari 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The psychol- 
ogy of being, inner emo- 
tions actualised into the 
open and displayed 
"strong, up-front, honest” 
is exactly that which young 
artist Vi an Shamounki 
exhibits at the Jordan Plas- 
tic Art Association, in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. 

Approximately 25 oil 
paintings, on canvas or 
wood, among her most 
recent works, record the 
successive steps and 
moments on her way to 
“self-discovery and self- 
knowledge.” 

Mainly male torsos, her 
^powerful figures burst out 
of the canvas to challenge 
the public with inquisitive, 
impudent, fearless stares. 

“They all look like as 
though they have some- 
thing in common, as they 
all come from me.” Ms. 
Shamounki. 22, explains. 
“They are not exact copies 
of models, but rather exten- 
sions of myself.” 

‘Hidden pressures.’ 'Bit- 
ter taste in the mouth,’ ’The 
clown.' ‘Raging bull’ are 
various titles of her works. 
“1 do not think of the paint- 
ing: They just come out,” 
she explains. 

After graduating from the 
Corcoran School of .Art. in 
Washington D.C., and 
Montgomery College in 
Maryland, Vian was work- 
- ing on water-colours before 
1 discovering the medium in 
which she feels more iden- 



Vian Shamounki in her studio (photo courtesy of the artist) 


tified at the present: oil. 

She recalls of having dis- 
covered oil by accident, 
during a class at school. “I 
do oil my own way, and 
find it more rewarding, 
because it gives a more 
vibrant texture.” 

Her earlier watercolours 
transmitted “feminine ideas 
of fluidity and transparen- 
cy,” while “oil is thicker, 
stronger, more masculine/’ 
she says. 

Daughter of art, (her 
mother Diana is an interna- 
tionally acclaimed artist, 
while her father George is a 
collector). Vian participat- 
ed in numerous solo and 
group shows. 

Her first solo exhibition 


was held in Jordan, at lhe 
gallery of the InterConti- 
nental Hotel in 1988. 

She has also participated 
in seven group exhibitions 
in both Amman and Wash- 
ington. 

“The most important 
thing is to be original.” Ms. 
Shamounki affirms, 

although conceding that 
Gustav Klimt and Egon 
Schiele have claimed a spe- 
cial role, together with 
other expressionists and 
affichiste Henri Toulouse- 
Lautrec. in her growth as 
an artisL 

“I like the power they 
transmit in their works,” 
she comments. 

In ‘All grown up now.' 


'Make it go away/ and 
■Reflection.' as well as in 
most of Ms. Shamounki s 
1995, 1996 and 1997 

works, the same colours are 
explored in myriad of tones 
and nuances. 

But this near mono- 
chrome is neither style nor 
an aesthetic choice — as in 
all her work, it comes from 
an inner exigency. 

Thus, "blue is quiet and 
calm, while red has more 
rage.” she says. 

Debuting today and run- 
ning until April 25. the 
exhibition offers a unique 
opportunity to meet this 
young artist and her 
"strong, up-from. honest” 
work. 


What’s Going 
On 


FILMS 


* “To Be the Best” (Pi. I) at the British Council. Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

* French film — "Manon des sources” at Abdul 
Hameed Shorn an Foundation, Jabal Amman al 7:00 p.m. 

AMMAN THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Lebanese performance entitled “The Rituals of Signs 
and Changes” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:50 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition by the San Franci sco-hase J Palestinian- 
American architectural photographer Said Hishain 
Nuseibeh entitled “The Farthest Mosque,” until May S. 
Also displaying works by contemporary Arab artists. 

* Paintings by Yassin Al Mohammadani ai the Orient 
Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 6ST30l j, until April 2S. 

'* Fifth Annual Arts and Crafts Exhibition (weaving, 
ceramics and woodcrafts) by the Young Muslim 
Women's Association, at the Royal Cultural Centre, until 
April 8. 

* Paintings by Patricia Chatelain at the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Weibdeh. until April 27. 

* The African ceramic arts exhibition at Al Bait Furni- 
ture Establishment premises. Mecca Street, until April 
10 . 

* Artworks by Egyptian anist Jamil Shafiq entitled 
"Black and White” at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street (Tel. 687598), until April 10. 


Court postpones 
Abu Khajil case 

By Rana Husscini 

Sped*:! to the J> •rJan Times 

AMMAN — Tne Amman Criminal Conn Monday post- 
poned the case of former Sri Lankan Honorarx Consul 
Tawftq Abu Khajil. allege Jl> involved in a baby sale seam, 
for April 22. 

This marks the third time the ease has been pu^ipnneJ. 

The court, presided over b\ Judge Kstnn Alni Ghneim 
and Judge Mohammad E/ei.vh, was to issue a verdict in 
the case or up: for further study 

On March 23. the same court posiponeJ lhe case in re- 
examine one of the weapon-* seized at Mr. Abu Kh.ijil's res- 
idence to determine whether or not it was in working con- 
dition. 

The Criminal Lab had issued a report at the time slat mg 
that the weapon was an antique and rusty bin the court 
oskcJ for a re-examination to ascertain that each pan ol the 
weapon was. indeed, rusty 

On Mondav \ court session, the Crinm:.i> Lab did con- 
firm that each pan of the weapon was rusty aeeoidiNg to 
Defence Aitomev Ahmad Theislial 

Mr. Abu Khajil i> form.illv ch.ugcd vvnh use ol forged 
documents, issuance ol false certificates, sale ol h.ihu> 
i illegal under a PC* 1 law against slavery i. possession <>] 
unlicensed firearms, import ol illegal wireless devices, 
abuse.* i-f ‘.nisi a:id turgerv ot a government seal. 

A Is., i stanJing trull beside Mr. Abu Khaiil. i. a Sr: l.aiii.an 
citizen. Anuumu G L . who is jcetised ol agreeing to sell 
her baby and Andtea bustaiii. 37. Mi. Abu K Ini id's secre- 
tary. who i> being ineJ in absentia. 

Mr. Abu Khaji! is being tried scpar.iicl) .it the Criminal 
Court on charges of raping several Sii Lankan women. 

Four Sri Lankan witnesses have been uaiisferred hv ihe 
Criminal Court to lhe criminal prosecutor for altering their 
testimonies and could race charges of perjury 

The Criminal Court, winch is awaiting ihe eriinin.il pros- 
eeutor's investisation in regards lo the lour witnesses, is 
expected to issue a decision til the case today 

Aliomev Tbetshal told the JorJan Times Mundav ilul he 
is planning to file a request to free Mr. Abu Khajil on bail, 
until a verdict is issued hv both courts. 

Mr. Abu khajil was anv«icd hv polkc on March I ' ol 
last >ear. short lx after airport authorities stopped a Dutch 
couple from leaving the country w ith a five-year old child 
whom thov believed tltev had adopted alter paving the sum 
of $8,000. 

Mr. Abu Khujil's defence team argued that there was no 
case against their client, describing evidence presented in 
court by the prosecutor as "suspicious, unclear and not 

comprehensive." 

Amman Prosecutor Ma’moun Mnei/vl. had earlier asked 
for the full conviction of Mr. Abu Khajil. accusing him of 
misusing a misled post, power, authority and diplomatic 
immunity in return for personal lucre. 


Indian Celebration 

'Eid and Holy Milan' 

On April 11,1 997 at 1 1 :30 a.m. 
followed by an authentic South Indian lunch at 
the premises of the Embassy of India. 

All Indians and spouses are welcome. 

Please confirm participation in advance on 
Tel: 736 380 / 645 294 1 864 023 


ApTemoon Tea 

Mainly pon von Ladies 

At the Cafe" Boulevard, we are offering a w ide 
variety of tea. mini pastries, scones of 
chocolate cream, jams finger sandw- ichcs and 
selection of cakes. 

Evc-kv day fccTWc/: t/.v bonus of 
3:00 to 7:00 fMtr 



All for J.D 2.500++ 


All the roads lead to Hotel Inter.Continemal 
Jordan, just follow the signs. 


Ok 

u 

HOTFL 

INTER- CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 

For More Informal ion Please Call 6413ft l ext. 2-t 10 
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U.N. chief’s call on Albania cheers Italy’s Prodi 


ROME (R) — Prime 

Minister Romano Prodi 
Monday welcomed a call 
from U.N. Chief Koii Annan 
for rapid deployment of a 
multinational force in 
Albania as he raced to end a 
row with a hard left ally over 
Italy’s plans to lead it. 

The split with the 
Communist Refoundation 
Party has confronted Prodi 's 
uneasy coalition with its 
most serious political chal- 
lenge in 1 1 months of office. 

Prodi said the U.N. secre- 
tary general’s statement 
meant Refoundation leader 
Fausto Bertinotti no longer 

had a reason to vote against 
the force when the deploy- 
ment is put before the two 
houses of parliament for 
approval Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

“Bertinotti has always said 
that he wanted to move 
under the U.N. umbrella. 
Annan’s statement meets 
precisely that requirement." 
Prodi told La Repubblica 
newspaper. 

Tl removes the alibi of 
those who consider the 
intervention of the multina- 
tional force a military inter- 
vention. Sure, they’re sol- 
diers. But everyone says 
military means are indis- 
pensable to ensuring civilian 
aid works." he said. 

Annan said the security 
force of up to 6.000 troops, 
endorsed by the Security 



Security men on Monday stand in an APC as security was tightened at the district court and other judicial institu- 
tions in Tirana in an attempt to restore order. Albania expressed concern on Monday about the slowness of deploy- 
ment of an Italian-led force to protect aid to the anarchic state as Rome face political turmoil over sending troops 
(Reuters photo) 


Council on March 28. had io 
move fast to bring humani- 
tarian aid to Albanians and 
arrest the Balkan state's 
slide into armed anarchy and 
lawlessness. 

"As one who has been in 
charge of U.N. peacekeep- 


ing operations. I am keenly 
aware that, in these situa- 
tions. speed is of the 
essence." Annan said in a 
statement released in New 
Delhi, where he is on a visit. 

The force, some 2,000 of 
whose troops will be Italian. 


is due to start arriving in 
Albania in the week from 
April 14. 

It will be the first multina- 
tional mission led by Italy. 
Albania's closest economic 
partner since the end of the 
cold war after a history that 


has swung from aggression 
to aid. 

April 7 was the 58th 
anniversary of an invasion 
of Albania by Benito 
Mussolini’s Fascist Italy a 
few month before the start of 
World Warn in 1939. 


Refoundation’s leadership 
was meeting Monday but 
Bertinotti said Annan's 
statement would affect the 
party's stance. It argues that 
the risks to Italian soldiers 
are too great and that the 
UJ4. should send peace- 
keepers. 

Although Refoundation is 
outside the centre-left gov- 
ernment, Prodi relies on its 
support for a majority in par- 
liament. 

Centre-right opposition 
backing for the force means 
the mission will be approved 
and Prodi said at the week- 
end that his government 
would not fall over the row 
with Refoundation. 

But he told La Repubblica 
that he was “fed up" with 
Bertinotti and made clear 
that Italian credibility 
abroad had been put at risk 
by the bickering. 

“We have always moved 
in the wake of other coun- 
tries which took on prime 
responsibility in situations 
like Albania. Now it’s our 
turn," Prodi said. 

Prodi was scheduled to 
meet parliamentary leaders 
of the parties in his coalition 
Monday (1500 GMT) to dis- 
cuss the forthcoming votes. 
Refoundation was not due to 
attend. 

It was not clear whether 
the party would be brought 
into subsequent talks to try 
to repair the split 


Taleban launch offensive against warlord 


Hanbo founder admits 
bribing politicians 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Taleban fundamentalist 
troops on Monday launched a 
new offensive on rival war- 
lord Abdul Rashid Dostum in 
northwest Afghanistan, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (A1P) 
reported. 

About 2.500 troops of the 
Islamic militia that now con- 
trols about two thirds of 
Afghanistan rook part in the 
attack in Badghis province. 

Fighting was underway in 
Bala Murghab close to 
Faryab province which ‘is" 
controlled - by Dostam. 
Dostum warplanes had bom- 
barded Taleban positions, && 
independent information ser- 
vice quoted Taleban officials 
assaying. 

At least three Taleban sol- 
diers and six Dostum troops 
were killed in the fighting. 
Taleban officials told AIP 
from Kandhar. the Taleban 
headquarters in southwest 
Afshanistan. 


The Islamic militia 
advanced five kilometres at 
Murghab, seizing armoured 
vehicles, including tanks, and 
capturing 25 rival troops. AIP 
said. 

The fighting was continu- 
ing and fuller details of casu- 
alties and losses were await- 
ed, the Taleban officials said. 

Dostum's spokesman in 
Pakistan, Painda 

Mohammad, confirmed that 
fighting had erupted but said 
he- did not have details. 

: The rival Forces have been 
engaged- in clashes for severe ■ 
al months in Badghis. which 
is largely Taleban controlled. 
Thousands of residents have 
fled the conflict. 

According to die U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 34.000 people 
have gone to Herat province 
alone. 

Taleban sources said 
Monday’s attack was led by 
Mulla Abdul Razaq. gover- 


nor of the western province 
of Herat 

The northwestern front bat- 
tlefield is crucial to both sides 
as a Taleban breakthrough 
could seriously threaten 
Do Siam’s territory. 

With two thirds of die 
country under its control the 
militia has vowed to seize 
northern proivnces from 
Dostum and his allies, former 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and his military 
chief Ahmad Shah Masood. 

But Monday’s fighting fol- 
lowed the declaration ‘of a 
ceasefire by the Taleban so 
that the United Nations could 
go ahead with a polio immu- 
nisation campaign in 
Afghansitan. 

Aid officials in Kabul said 
Sunday that all rival factions 
hod agreed to the ceasefire. 

Peace mediation by the 
U.N. envoy Norbert HoU and 
the the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference have 


U.N. official warns against 
laxness in fight against AIDS 


SEOIT (R) — The founder 
of South Korea’s stricken 
Hanbo Group, in dramatic 
testimony broadcast live 
from a Seoul jail, told a par- 
liamentary inquiry Monday 
that he had donated money 
to President Kim Young- 
Sam's election campaign. 

But Chung Tae-Soo 
denied making personal 
payments to Kim and said 
his campaign contributions 
were within the law. 

He dropped a bombshell 
by naming three leading 
politicians — one a potential 
presidential candidate for 
the ruling party in December 
elections — that he said took 
money from Hanbo. 

In an uprecedented jail 
hearing, opposition politi- 
cians angrily accused Chung 
of lying as they sought to 
further smear Kim’s image 
by tying him to the man at 
the centre of South Korea’s 
biggest corporate failure. 

Chung and nine others, 
including three of Kim’s 
close associates in his New 
Korea Party, are on trial for 
bribery in connection with 
the failure of Hanbo Steel 
Co under debts of $5.S bil- 
lion. 

Prosecutors allege that 
Chung siphoned off millions 
of dollars from the bank 
loans and used it to buy 
influence with politicians 
and bankers to secure yet 
more loans. 


LIMA (R) — Peru’s govern- 
ment will' not resume direct 
talks with Marxist rebels 
holding 72 hostages in Lima 
until it is confident of chances 
for real progress. President 
Alberto Fujimori said late 
Sunday. 

Fujimori's crisis negotiator. 
Education Minister Domingo 
Palermo, has not met with the 
leaders of the Tupac .Amaru 
Revolutionary' Movement 
(MKTA) for three weeks. 

The Peruvian leader said 
Palermo would not go back to 
the negotiating table unless 
there were prospects that 
talks could move forward 

“Minister Palermo cannot 
go and bash heads with the 
MRTA. but rather (talk) in an 
environment in which we can 
say that we are making 
progress," Fujimori said in an 
interview with Peru’s 
Panamericana television net- 
work. 

The breakdown in direct 
talks has left a three-man 
mediation panel to cany out a 
kind of shuttle diplomacy 
between the government and 
the MRTA rebels holed up 
inside the Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence for 110 
days. 


A total of 19 ruling and 
opposition lawmakers, with 
television cameras and 
reporters in tow, descended 
on a jail where some of the 
10 are being detained 

Public attention was rivet- 
red on the hearing after 
media reports that Chung 
would reveal a list of politi- 
cians he had bought off. 

Hanbo was a corporate 
high-flyer under Kim’s 
administration. But the col- 
lapse of its steel making flag- 
ship in January uncovered a 
tangled web of corruption 
that rocked the economy and 
devastated President's 
Kim’s image. 

Chung said he gave up to 
one billion won (SI. 12 mil- 
lion) to Kim’s party, some of 
it to fund the 1992 presiden- 
tial election. 

But he said the contribu- 
tions were legitimate. 

Chung, wearing light-blue 
prison garb, admitted asking 
Kim’s dose associate. Hong 
In-Gil, to help obtain bank 
loans. 

Hong, one of those on trial 
over the scandal, has been 
charged with accepting 
bribes from Chung. 

Chung said he understood 
Hanbo officials paid money 
to Kim Deoe-Ryong. a 
member of the president’s 
inner circle and one of nine 
people tipped as the ruling 
New Korea Party's candi- 
date in presidential polls. 


But Fujimori denied reports 
that one of the mediators. 
Vatican representative Juan 
Luis Cipriani, had elevated 
negotiations to the MRTA's 
leadership. 

Local media reported that 
Cipriani had visited a naval 
base in the port of Callao late 
Friday where the MRTA’s 
maximum leader Victor 
Polav and at least two other 
MRTA prisoners are serving 
life sentences. 

But Fujimori said journal- 
ists had been misled by 
Cipriani’s car, which took a 
church collegaue to collect a 
relative from the naval base. 

A group of about 20 heavi- 
ly-armed MRTA rebels 
stormed a cocktail party 
thrown by Japanese 
Ambassador Morihisa Aoki 
on Dec. 17 and took more 
than 500 guests hostage. 
They released most of the 
hostages, but kept a group 
including AokL two cabinet 
ministers. Fujimori's brother 
and the Bolivian ambassador. 

Fujimori reiterated his 
pledge not to use force to end 
the 15-week standoff “unless 
there is an uncontrollable sit- 
uation, in which there is a vic- 
tim." 


Afghan 
anti-vice 
patrols catch 
six shavers 

KABUL (AFP) — Mobile 
anti-vice patrols of the 
Afghan Taleban militia here 
have punished six men for 
shaving and three women for 
not being properly covered, 
suae -run radio Shariat said 
Monday. 

“Six men who had shaven 
their beards were kept in 
detention for 24 hours, and 
three women who had not 
observed the hejab (veil) 
were also punished,” the 
Taleban mouthpiece 

announced. The ultra-funda- 
mentalist militia has 
equipped Japanese-made 
four wheel drive armed vehi- 
cles with loudspeaker sys- 
tems and patrol the city 
warning or punishing viola- 
tors of their strict form of 
Islamic Shari aa law. 

The Taleban have so far 
dismissed scores of govern- 
ment workers guilty of trim- 
ming their beards, but this 
particular anti-vice campaign 
appears to be taigetting all 
residents of the relatively lib- 
eral city. 

In the light of the sackings 
of beard-trimmers, shaving is 
considered to be a particular- 
ly serious offence. Most 
male residents are now sport- 
ing Taleban-style bushy 
beards to avoid the patrols. 

Kabul’s women have also 
been forced to change their 
once neo- Western tastes in 
fashion. Virtually all wear 
the Taieban-sanctioned 
“burqa", a loose fitting head- 
to-toe cloak with a piece of 
hexagonal gauze through 
which the eyes ger a blurred 
glim pse of the outside world. 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
head of the United Nations 
programme to combat 
AIDS warned Monday 
against the international 
community slacking in its 
efforts to find a cure in the 
face of new promising treat- 
ments. 

“Our main enemy is inac- 
tion," said Peter Piot at the 
opening of a three-day sym- 
posium attended by officials 
of 22 governments as well 
as U.N. and other organisa- 
tions involved in the battle 
against AIDS. 

‘Treatments, still at the 
experimental stage, thar are 
at the top of the news are 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
cannot afford to end the 
death penalty, Chinese 
experts and parliamentari- 
ans said Monday in reply 
to recent international crit- 
ics. 

“The Chinese govern- 
ment has no intention to 
abolish the death penalty,” 
said Liu Hainian. director 
of the judicial research 
department of the 
Academy of Social 
Sciences. 

‘The death penalty has 
been kept in the newly 
amended criminal law 
because even in Beijing 
there are serious crimes 
and criminals offences," he 
told a press conference 
organised by the Foreign 
Ministry. 

"The death penalty is 


related to this inaction in the 
sense that they prompt a 
new form of laxness that 
chips away at the notion of 
urgency.” he said. 

He also denounced vari- 
ous cultures for tending to 
ignore the illness and failing 
to promote efficient preven- 
tive measures that are not 
too expensive. 

He said that while AIDS 
was regressing in various 
European countries and 
North America, it was 
spreading at an alarming 
rate in Asia as well as 
Central and East European 
countries. 

“The world epidemic con- 


necessary to mete out 
.severe punishments,” Liu 
insisted. 

China stepped up the 
number of death sentences 
last year when it launched 
its “strike hard” campaign 
against crime. Officials 
would not say how many 
people were executed in 
1996 however. 

Wang Jiafu. a member of 
the National People’s 

Congress (NPC) law com- 
mission. said though that 
500,000 people were given 
“long-term to life impris- 
onment" for criminal 

offences. 

According to partial sta- 
tistics from regional news 
reports, almost 3,000 peo- 
ple were executed since the 
start of “strike hard" lasr 
April. 


failed to bring the waning 
factions to the negotiating 
table. 

Japan launched a peace- 
brokering initiative last 
month, inviting delegations 
from all the Afghan factions 
to Tokyo. 

A three-member delegation 
from the opposition, repre- 
senting Shiite Hezb-e- 
Wahdai, Dostum’s National 
Islamic Movement and 
Rabbani’s Jamiat-e-Islanu 
has returned from Tokyo 
after a week's stay. 

‘They want to create a plat- 
form for intra-Afghan 
negotiations." Wahdat’s 
Mohammad Rasul Talib, who 
was in the delegation, told 
AFP here Monday. 

Talib said the Japanese 
government was trying to 
convince the Taleban to send 
a delegation to Tokyo as part 
of their plan to arrange a joint 
meeting of all factions on the 
conflict. 


tinues to spread," he told his 
audience. 

He said that in 1996, 
about 3. 1 million new cases 
of AIDS were registered 
and 1.5 million people, 
including 350.000 children, 
died from the disease. 

These statistics represent 
a quarter of all deaths relat- 
ed to the HTV virus since 
the epidemic began in the 
early 1980, Piot said. 

He hailed, however, suc- 
cessful efforts to combat the 
disease such as lowering the 
price of the female condom 
and making medication 
more accessible. 


“Alongside the economic 
and social development 
and the further improve- 
ment of the social order, it 
will be possible to reduce 
the number of death sen- 
tences," Liu said. 

“Personally, I have confi- 
dence in that I hope to see 
that reduction." he added. 

The NPC did stage an 
unprecedented debate last 
month on whether the 
death penalty — a bullet in 
the back of the neck — 
should be kept. 

But China has been 
defending its human rights 
record in the runup to an 
expected vote next week at 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in 
Geneva on China. 


Fujimori: Peru crisis talks 
await right environment 


China says it cannot bite the 
capital punishment bullet 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


India bus accident kills at least 14 

GUWAHAIT, India cR) — At least 14 people were Idled and 
13 injured after a bus collided with a truck on a highway i* 
India’s northeastern state of .Assam, police ^d Monj^The 
accident occurred late Sunday near Bokal^ 7? blmnefres 
east of the state’s main commercial city Guwahan^ when the 
bus carrying 30 passengers collided wthatnickbead^inthe 
opposite direction, a senior police official said. An estimated 
50,000 people die each year in India in road accidents. 

Singer arrested for heroin, bag-snatching 

VIENNA (R) — Crooner Toni Wegas. who represented 
Austria in the 1992 Eurovision song contest, was arrested 
over the weekend for bag-snatching and heroin posse^on. 
Police said Wegas, 32. was accused of grabbing the handbags 
of women aged 83 and 8 1 in Vienna streets last week and they 
found drug utensils and heroin at his home. His guimend, 
named as Nina Sonja M, 24, also faces drug charges. PoIkc 
said she worked as a prostitute to buy the couple s Jaerom. 
Wegas, bom Anton Sarkoezl sang the Austrian hit Mam 
Magdalena" in the 1992 Eurovision song contest. He was 
given a suspended sl\ month sentence for cocaine abuse in 
1995. 

German writer Stephan Hermlin dies 

BERLIN (AFP) — The controversial German writer Stefan 
Hermlin died overnight in Berlin at the age of SI, his pub- 
lisher announced Mondav. Hermlin was one of the leading 
figures of official Communist literature in the former East 
Germany, and was awarded the National Prize several times 
by (he state. He was a Communist militant from his youth, 
and was active in the struggle against Fascism. He also spoke 
out for East German dissidents like singer and writer Wolf 
Biermann. In 1937, Hermlin emigrated to Palestine, then 
moved to France in 1940 before moving to Switzerland in 
1943. 

Building collapse kills 2 soccer fans 

HANOI (R) — Two teenagers died Sunday and 15 others 
were injured when a building overlooking a stadium col 
lapsed during a soccer match in northern Vietnam. Hospital 
officials in Vmh City, some 300 kilometres south of Hand, 
said Monday the victims had been standing on the roof of the 
building where they had been watching a march between 
provincial iwms from over the stadium wall. One person died 
immediately, the other died in hospital. The official said the 
building had collapsed under the weight of spectators. 

Robbers shoot their way out of watch shop 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Three armed robbers shot their 
way out of a watch shop in a busy shopping district here I 
Monday, a police spokesman said. The men opened fire while 
trying to escape from the shop in Mongkok with bags full of 
Aroqnd 1 10 watches, worth three milli on Hong Kong dollars 
($390,000 ), police said. No one was hurt in the robbery. 
Police were still hunting the three men. 

Honduran army chief survives attack 

TEGUCIGALPA. Honduras (R) — Honduran army chief 
General Mario Hung escaped unhurt from an armed attack on 
his caravan, Honduran Radio America reported Sunday. 
Honduras’ criminal investigations directorate confirmed to 
reporters an attack took place Saturday night but said that it 
could not provide details until the investigation was com- 
plete. Unknown assailants sprayed Geo. Hung's vehicle with 
gunfire as he returned to Tegucigalpa with his family from his 
50th birthday party at a military installation 25 kilometres 
north of the capital Radio America said. An ambulance and 
two security vehicles in the general’s caravan were also hit by 
gunfire, the report said. When soliders investigated they 
found that the assailants had escaped, the radio report said 

Funds earmarked for ‘mad cow’ research 

BONN (AFP) — Germany plans to spend 7.7 million marks 
($4.5 million ) until 1999 to study “ mad cow” disease and its 
suspected human counterpart, German Health Minister 
Juergen Ruettgers was quoted Monday as saying. He told the 
Express newspaper that “mad cow” disease, or bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy, and creutzfeldi-jakob disease 
were both growing public health threats. “Besides AIDS, the 
issue of the possible transmission to man of ‘mad cow’ dis- 
ease is the most important," Ruettgers said stressing how 
both are resistant to known medicines. Altogether, Germany's 
Health Ministry spends 32 million marks ($20 million) a year 
on research into communicable diseases. 

Romania mayor working secretly in Italy 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Regional officials in eastern 
Romania have begun legal proceedings to oust the mayor of 
a local village after discovering he was working illegally in 
Italy, local sources said Monday. Stefan Pavel, elected in June 
1996 for a second four-year term as mayor of Pirgaresti. took 
a one-month vacation hat September to work in Italy where 
he claimed he could earn much more than his meager 
mayor’s salary. But he never came back. Regional officials 
were bound by law to wait six months before beginning pro- 
ceedings to oust PaveL His family could not say what kind of 
job be had in Italy. 

Spaniards oppose plan to release bear 

^ APPl — Local authorities and residents in 
northern Spain are opposed to a French plan to release a third 
bear into the Pyrenees as part of an EU-sponsored environ- 
mental programme, a local official said Local people “are 
united ml believing that the remtroduction of bears must stop,” 
Jortb Peix. general director for the environment of the 
Catalonia region, was quoted as saying by the Spanish press. 
Two brown bears — Giva and Melba — were reintroduced 
into the area in 1996. but local shepherds reacted angrily after 
several I sheep. were killed presumably by the bears. Peix said 
bparush opposition would be formalised on April 21 at a 
meeting called by the Spanish Environment Ministry in the 

** Frcnch programme had been 
approved ‘without regard for a protocol under which the pop- 
ulation concerned must give its agreement.” 

Suharto’s son to wed this month 

^ — bldunt5i:in President Suharto's vounaest 
“£[ ^ anracled much controva^ 

ofJava,,esc ro yalty later ihis month, 
newspaper reported on Monday. Huiomo 
aKfcOaPun* also known as Tommy Suharto, has been called 
s most ehgible bachelors in local newspapers. 
It-JET aU ‘ an0eS Wilh a l“=n singer and ote 
3 0sap “'a™ 5 - Madia Indonesia 

^ 22-year-old Radon Ayu 
Aiatua Pramesu Rigita Cahyani (Tata), an A 

descendant of the Mangkunegoro dynasty 
relative through his mothers family. 


and 
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Five-year-old Mystique Dinsdale, granddaughter of dog attack victim Koro Dinsdale. 
on Monday holds her grandfather's dog Puggy who survived the attack by a maraud- 
ing bull-terrier cross on his farm near Te Puke April 6. Relatives discovered Dinsdale 
covered in lacerations and deep cuts to 90 per cent of his body, with his lower right 
’■ nearly severed after attempting to separate the two fighting dogs 

N.Z. man mauled to 
death by pit bull terrier 


- O: 


WELLINGTON lR) : — A- er — a breed with a wide- 
New Zealand man died', spread reputation for 
after apparently being sav-w.: aggression. 


aged by a pit bull terrier he 
was taking care of for a 
friend, police said Monday. 

Koro Manila Dinsdale, a 
59-year-old freezer plant 
worker, was found dead 
Sunday night by his rela- 
tives less than 300 metres 
from his rural property near 
Te Puke in the north island, 
police said. 

They said the dog, which 
was shot dead at the scene 
of the attack, had been 
identified as a pit bull terri- 


He was covered in lacer- 
ations and deep cuts to 90 
per cent of his body. His 
lower right leg is nearly 
severed... Also his arms, 
torso and hands have obvi- 
ously been ripped as well,” 
senior Sergeant Eric 
Newman told Radio New 
Zealand. 

Police said Dinsdale had 
gone to gather watercress 
in the early evening Sunday 
with two dogs — his own 
and one he had been look- 


ing after.-- 

When he failed to return 
his brother and two sons 
went to search for him and 
found him nearby, already 
dead. They told national 
television news that the dog 
thought to have killed 
Dinsdale approached them 
still snarling and was shot. 

Newman said it appeared 
Dinsdale had tried to inter- 
vene when the two dogs 
started fighting and was 
then attacked himself. He 
had probably died from 
blood loss. 


Taiwan to withdraw Hong 
Kong secret agents — paper 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan will 
pull out all its intelligence 
agents based in Hong Kong 
just before the British 
colony’s July 1 handover to 
China, a Taipei daily said 
Monday. 

Taipei has ordered the 
withdrawal by June 30 of 
all Hong Kong-based 
agents of its national secu- 
rity and military intelli- 
gence bureaux as well as 
the justice ministry’s inves- 
tigation bureau, the China 
Times newspaper said. 

The withdrawal would 
prevent Taipei's spies from 
being arrested after the 


handover, the mass-circula- 
tion daily said. 

All ’three agencies 
declined to comment on the 
report. 

Hong Kong reverts to 
Chinese sovereignty at 
midnight on June 30 after 
more "than 150 years of 
British colonial rule. 

Taiwan and China have 
been bitter political rivals 
since a civil war split them 
in 1949. 

The China Times said 
Taiwan was not giving up 
on Hong Kong as a window 
on political developments 
in China, but would use 


local informants instead. 

Hong Kong has long been 
a major intelligence post 
for Taiwan and China, as 
well as many Western 
countries keen for informa- 
tion on Beijing’s govern- 
ment. 

The Taiwan cabinet's pol- 
icymaking mainland affairs 
council has said it would 
continue to operate openly 
in Hong Kong after July 
under the terms of the 
Hong Kong-Macau rela- 
tions act. enacted by 
Taiwan’s parliament on 
March 18. 


Zairean parliament calls off PM ouster debate 


KINSHASA (Agencies) — 
The Zairean parliament 
Monday called off a meet- 
ing at which it was to dis- 
cuss the destitution of 
Prime Minisrer Etienne 
Tshisekedi. parliamentary 
sources said. 

The cancellation came as 
troops and police inter- 
vened with tear gas and 
baton charges to disperse a 
demonstration by 

Tshisekedi supporters ouL- 
side the parliament build- 
ing. 

A proposal to oust 
Tshisekedi was due to be 
discussed following a joint 
statement Saturday by the 
main opposition coalition 
and the coalition supporting 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, withdrawing support 
for the premier who was 
named to the post only last 
Wednesday. 


Police and members of 
the civil guard encircled the 
building of the transitional 
parliament to prevent 
demonstrators from enter- 
ing, an AFP correspondent 
observed. 

“We have received orders 
to let no-one through, either 
counsellors (members of 
the transitional parliament) 
or demonstrators," an offi- 
cer said. 

An armoured division of 
the elite presidential divi- 
sion was deployed around 
the fine arts and the busi- 
ness administration insti- 
tutes. located halfway along 
the road leading to die par- 
liament building. 

Students of both these 
institutes were prominent 
among the Tshisekedi sup- 
porters who marched on 
parliament earlier, seizing 
private vehicles and attack- 


ing passengers they 
believed to be members of 
parliament heading to the 
debate. 

They then threw stones 
and torched vehicles near 
the parliament building, 
leading to the police inter- 
vention. 

Around a dozen students 
were beaten up by police 
forces, with one of them 
seriously injured. 

The demonstrators had 
been called out by 
Tshisekedi ’s Union for 
Democracy and Social 
Progress (UDSP) to protest 
against the moves to oust 
him. 

The UDSP has remained 
loyal to Tshisekedi after 
other parties in the opposi- 
tion coalition on Saturday 
withdrew their support from 
the premier, who last 
Thursday said he planned to 


dissobe the parliament. 

The opposition coalition, 
which names the premier to 
be appointed by Mobutu, 
came out against Tshisekedi 
on Thursday after he said he 
planned to dissolve the tran- 
sitional government. 

Rebel leader arrives in 

Zaire’s diamond capital 

Meanwhile, rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila arrived in 
victory in Zaire's diamond 
capital on Monday but to a 
smaller welcome than he 
received in the northeast 
city of Kisangani last 
month. 

Only hundreds of resi- 
dents were on hand at 
Mbuji-Mayi airport to greet 
Kabila who flew in from the 
eastern city of Goma and 
hundreds more turned out 
to shout support as he Jrovc 


into the city. 

The central region of 
Kasai, with its capital 
Mbuji-Mayi, is the home- 
land of veteran opposition 
leader Etienne Tshisekedi. 
whose offer last week to 
rebels of ministry posts in 
his new gw eminent was 
rebuffed. 

"Kisangani was a psycho- 
logical victory because it 
was believed that would lx- 
our Waterloo. It was the 
beginning of a certain con- 
fidence in our war.” said 
rebel justice commissioner 
Mweni'e Kongolii. 

"Mbuji-Mayi is not such a 
big psychological victory 
hut it is still important in 
money terms because we 
have deprive il i Preside nt i 
Mobutu 4 Sese Seko) of hi' 
power to fight us.” he 
added. 


U.N. chief confident 
U.S. will pay arrears 


NEW DELHI (R) — Ua\. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan said Monday he was 
confident the United States 
would repay at least part of its 
SI billion in debt which has 
strapped peacekeeping opera- 
tions. 

"My sense is that at the end 
of the day. we will get the 
money. How much, I don’t 
know.” Annan told a lun- 
cheon meeting with business- 
men and diplomats in the 
Indian capital where he had 
earlier addressed a meeting of 
the Non-Aligned Movement 

The United States owes the 
United Nations more than SI 
billion for back dues and 
peacekeeping operations. 
Congress has held up the 
dues amid chaiges of U.N. 
waste and inefficiency. 

Moving to remedy the 
problem now that there is a 
new U.N. secretary-general. 
President Bill Clinton in his 
1998 budget request asked 
the U.S. Congress for $100 
million this year and a S92J 
million advance appropria- 
tion that would not be dis- 
bursed until 1999. 

But some Conservatives in 
Congress are resisting 
approving funds to repay the 
arrears until Annan stream- 
lines the United Nations. 

Annan, who was appointed 
U.N. chief last December 
after Washington opposed the 
renewal of his predecessor 
Boutros Ghali’s five-year 


term, said Clinton was deter- 
mined to repay the debt. 

“The administration is 
working very hard with 
Congress. 1 think there is a 
great deal of support in 
Congress." Annan said. 

‘The United Nations needs 
the U.S. but the U.S. also 
needs the U.N. if the U.S. is 
going to lead, it has to pay its 
way.” Annan said the more 
than S2 billion in arrears that 
member stales owed had hit 
peacekeeping operations par- 
ticularly hard. Countries 
which have contributed 
forces to peacekeeping opera- 
tions are owed between S800 
million and $1 billion. 

Because of the shortfall in 
day-to-day expenses, the 
U.N. has to borrow from 
peacekeeping funds, which 
means not paying those con- 
tributing aoops. 

Highest on the list is 
France, owed about $135 
million, followed by Britain 
at about SSO million. The 
Netherlands. Pakistan and 
India come next, followed by 
nearly every country that has 
contributed troops to the 
United Nations since 1990. 

“We’ve got to the stage 
where some governments are 
refusing to participate. I hope 
as we move ahead and reform 
the U.N- members will com- 
mit themselves to meeting 
their legal obligations and 
pay their dues in full and on 
time,” be said. 


State of emergency 
lifted in the Hague 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
The mayor of the Hague 
Wim Deetman Monday lift- 
ed a state of emergency' 
imposed at the weekend to 
prevent people from staging 
a banned demonstration in 
the Turkish quarter, local 
officials said. 

The measure, which 
allows police to bar access 
to the city to anyone consid- 
ered undesirable and to 
make preventive arrests, 
had never been used previ- 
ously in the Hague. 

Police Sunday forced 
more than 80 cars to turn 
away and questioned hun- 
dreds of people as part of 
the emergency regulations 
introduced by Deetman to 
head off possible distur- 
bances by Turkish immi- 


grants planning to demon- 
strate against racist attacks. 

No major incident were 
noted in the Turkish quarter 
where six members of a 
Turkish family — five chil- 
dren and their mother — 
died on March 26 in a sus- 
pected arson anack that out- 
raged opinion throughout 
the country. 

Town Hall officials said 
the unprecedented stare of 
emergency was made nec- 
essary by tensions within 
the Turkish community fol- 
lowing the deaths. 

The officials said police 
had been informed that 
“certain groups were 
intending to demonstrate 
despite a ban imposed by 
the loco! authorities.” 


Wheat flour crisis sparks 
scattered violence in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFPi — 
Police used leargas and batons 
to tackle looting and unrest in 
several cities as Pakistan’s 
month-long w heat flour crisis 
continues, witnesses and 
reports said Monday. 

Police scattered demonstra- 
tors blocking roads and loot- 
ing flour bags from supply 
trucks at various places in the 
North West Frontier Province 
(NWFP) Sunday, witnesses 
said. 

Dozens of people received 
minor injuries and many vehi- 
cles were damaged in stone- 
pelting by the crowds, they 
said 

A Kashmiri militant fighter. 
Mast GuJ. was held by police 
after he opened fire into the air 
at Nowshera in NWFP as he 
tried to make his way through 
a crowd blockading a main 
highway, local police stud 

Three companions of Gul. 
known for his exploits in the 
insurgency-rocked Indian- 


controlled Kashmir, wen- .iL'u 
held after two people wore 
injured b> stray bullets, a 
police official said. 

There wu*. jIno looting of 
Hour bag' and roadblocks 
Sunday in Lahore, the capital 
city of Central Punjab 
Province, the mass circulation 
daily Jang reported. 

Police in southwestern 
Baluehistan province charged 
crowds with batons in the dis- 
tricts of Qila Saitullah and 
Qila Abdullah to open roads 
blocked by protesters, reports 
said. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif s new |y elected govern- 
ment has said the crisis would 
ease off soon, since shipments 
of imported wheat have 
already arrived and the har- 
vesting of domestic crops was 
now underway. 

The administration has 
arranged the special sale of 
Hour bags in various cities and 
the supply of wheat to mills 


has been stepped up. 

The crisis ha' been blamed 
bv government officials on 
wheal smuggling, parucularly 
to neighbouring AlghanisLill. 
as well as hoarding and niis- 
planncd imports bv the previ- 
ous gov eminent. 

The federal government has 
approv ed the release of 24.1KH) 
tonnes of wheal from stale 
warehouses for the northw est- 
ern region, which borders 
Afghanistan, an official state- 
ment said. 

’Tile crisis lias broughi poo- 
ple to the streets and an anar- 
chy-like situation lias arisen in 
NWFP.” chief of Pakistani 
main fundamentalist Jamuai-i- 
Islami Party. Qazi Hussain 
Ahmad, told a public gather- 
ing in Peshawar Sunday. 

Sharif's government has 
“disappointed" the masses less 
than two months after taking 
power. Ahmad said. 


Austrians 
called to 
sign two 
petitions 

VIENNA (AFP) — 
Austrians on Monday were 
called to sign two petitions, 
one on improving the status 
of w'oman and the second on 
banning the sale and produc- 
tion of genetically altered 
foods. 

The grass roots petitions to 
be circulated through upril 
14 must be signed by at least 
100,000 of the country’s 5.8 
million voters before they 
can be put before parliament 
for debate. 

Legislators, however, are 
not bound to adopt the two 
measures into law. 

According to a poll by the 
Gallup Institute, about 42 
per cent of voters intend to 
sign the initiative on geneti- 
cally altered foods. 

Another poll by the same 
company showed that 33 per 
cent of w'oraen and 13 per 
cent of men in Austria would 
sign the petition calling for 
the constitution to be amend- 
ed so that the two sexes are 
considered equal. 


Scientist sues creationist over Noah’s Ark 


Sydney (R) — The never-ending 
battle between science and cre- 
ationism entered a Sydney court- 
room Monday with Noah’s Ark at 
the centre of the latest tussle. 

“Where- do we start? At the begin- 
ning?” quipped Judge Ronald 
SackviDe as he opened a case cen- 
tring on whether an Australian cre- 
ationist breached fair trading laws 
on a 1992 lecture tour. 

An Australian scientist and a U.S. 
marine salvage expert are suing cre- 
ationist Allen Roberts for breach of 
copyright and for misleading the 
public in lectures on his explo- 
rations of what many believe is 
Noah’s Ark in Turkey. 

“It is not an argument that the cre- 
ationist science, which is one of 
those oxymorons, is more valid 
O than conventional science." 

■’ Melbourne geology professor lan 
Plimer told reporters outside the 
federal court of Australia. 


“It is an argument about creation- 
ist misleading and deceiving,” said 
Plimer, who is partly financed by 
Australian skeptics and has a long 
history of challenging creationists. 

But while the protagonists’ 
lawyers told the court that the story 
of creation was not on trial, the 
small courtroom was packed with 
supporters from both sides of the 
divide. 

And before the lunchtime 
adjournment the words of the book 
of Genesis — “and the Lord said I 
will destroy man, that I have creat- 
ed, from the face of the Earth” — 
were tendered as evidence describ- 
ing the Bible’s great flood of 40 
days and 40 nights which apparent- 
ly led noah to build his gigantic ark. 

Both sides agree this courtroom 
brawl between scientists and cre- 
ationists, who believe the world was 
created over seven days 6,000 to 
10,000 years ago, will not have the 


same impact as the famous “mon- 
key” trial in the United States in 
1925. 

Then a young Tennesse biology 
teacher, John Scopes, was tried for 
breaking the law and teaching 
Charles Darwin's Theory of 
Evolution. Scope was found guilt)', 
but the public outcry forced 
Tennessee to moderate creationist 
education. 

But with the Sydney trial sched- 
uled to Iasi until May 2 many in the 
courtroom believe it is bound to 
challenge the beliefs of both scien- 
tists and creationists. 

At the centre of the latest dispute 
are two claims. 

Marine salvage expen David 
Fasold claims Roberts, who holds a 
U.S. Christian education doctorate, 
breached copyright by using his 
drawings of the Akyayla archeolog- 
ical site, near Mount Ararat in east- 
ern Turkey; in lecture tour literature. 


Fasold, who was involved in the 
excavation of the temple scroll cave 
which produced one of the Dead 
Sea scrolls, first produced his draw- 
ings of the Turkish site in 1985 and 
then again in 19S7 and in his 1988 
book “the Aik of Noah.” 

Roberts, held hostage for three 
weeks by Kurdish separatists in 
1991 after exmaning the site, sold 
lecture brochures in 1992 contain- 
ing Fasold’s drawing to raise money 
to return to Turkey. 

”1 see them as exploiting and 
embellishing (my drawing) to try 
and use it to create the concept that 
creation science is balanced science 
and I object to that.” Fasold told 
Reuters. 

Professor Plimer claims Roberts 
misled his paying audience by 
referring to various scientific 
reports of the site as partly a result 
of his work and by selling video- 
tapes of his lectures — both actions. 


he said, break Australian fair trad- 
ing laws. 

“As a scientist I have been to the 
site and looked at his claims and I 
say they are not convincing.” Plimer 
said. “One could go to many places 
in inland Australia and hear the 
crows crying out "ark” and see 
boat-shaped arks.” 

Roberts refused to talk to the 
media Monday, but his supporters 
were in force, heckling Plimer as he 
spoke. 

But in his lecture video, played to 
the court. Roberts said the Turkish 
site “appeared to be a boat, the kind 
any child would recognise”, adding 
it was the size of a "battleship” and 
matched the dimensions of Noah’s 
Aik in the book of Genesis. 

Roberts does not say he believes 
the Turkish site is Noah’s Ark. but 
concludes with the question: "If this 
is noL Noah's Aik, then what is it?" 


4 guerillas killed 
after Kashmir 
grenade attack 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Indian border guards 
shot dead four Muslim 
guerrillas here Monday fol- 
lowing a failed grenade 
anack on a police officer, 
officials said. 

Two other militants were 
arrested after the shootout 
with the Border Security 
Force (BSF). A BSF 

spokesman had earlier said 
three men had been 
detained. 

The initial attack 
occurred in a busy street in 
a residential area near 

Islamia College, the 

spokesman said. 

A group of militants 
threw a grenade and 
opened fire at the car of 
deputy superintendent of 
police Mohammed Shall 

Pattro. He escaped unhurt. 

Dozens of bsf personnel, 
who are deployed on 
Srinaear’s streets, rushed 


to the site and cordoned off 
several houses from where 
the militants were firing. 

A prolonged gunbanle 
followed in which four 
militants died. A BSF offi- 
cer said: "Our men recov- 
ered four AK-47 rifles and 
a universal machine gun 
i from the place).” 

It was the bloodiest gun- 
battle in downtown 
Srinagar since a pro- India 
Muslin) party took office in 
Kashmir in October, end- 
ing almost seven \ ears of 
federal rule in the 
Himalayan state. 

Muslim militants are 
fighting for Kashmnir’s 
independence from India. 
Around 21UKJU people 
have died in the campaign 
since 1989. 


Greenspan weds NBC 
television correspondent 


WASHINGTON iR> — 
U.S. Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
and NBC television corre- 
spondent Andrea Mitchell 
were married Sunday in 
what has been dubbed the 
capital’s wedding of the 
year. 

The private ceremony 
took place at the elegant 
inn at Little Washington in 
Washington. Virginia, with 
Supreme Court Associate 
jUstice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg officiating, 
according to NBC officials 
and a friend of the couple. 

The couple's 75 guests 
were brought to the Quaint 
Virginia town located 
about 1 1/2 hours away 
from Washington D.C. In 
buses stocked with chant' 
pagne. 

The bride, 50, is NBC’s 


chief foreign affair* corre- 
spondent. based in 
Washington. The bride- 
groom. 71. has been the 
Federal Reserve chairman 
since 19S7. 

The bride’s first mar- 
riage ended in divorce. 
The bridegroom's first 
marriage was annulled. In 
a recent interview Mitchell 
said the couple would not 
honeymoon right away 
because of their hectic 
schedules. 

Guests included ABC’s 
Barbara Walters and her 
friend. Sen. John Warner. 
ABC's David Brinkley, 
former chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Colin 
Powell, and former U.S. 
Secretary of Slate Henry 
Kissinger, 
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Hope in shared experience 


THE THREE-DAY conference on “religion and 
secularism" that was launched in Amman Monday 
by the Royal Academy For Islamic Civilisation 
Research — Al al Bait Foundation — offers yet 
another unique occasion to foster inter-faith dia- 
logue and inter-religious understanding and har- 
mony. The meeting has drawn some 50 scholars, 
politicians and clergymen from several countries 
spearheaded by representatives of the Evangelical 
Church of Germany and prominent figures from 
the Muslim and Christian Arab communities. 

Unlike many countries with mainly Christian 
populations which coexisted and flourished in and 
with secularism, most Islamic states have yet to 
share the same experience. Only Turkey, among 
the non-Marxist Muslim states, has plunged into 
secularism and separated “mosque" from “state" 
even though it remains a devout Muslim nation, 
generally speaking. Elsewhere in the Arab and 
Muslim Worlds, secularism has been viewed as 
anathema to religion and was rejected outright as 
an option for contemporary conduct of state 
affairs. Now we are beginning to hear voices ema- 
nating from the Muslim World that reject the 
notion that secularism is anti-Islamic. 

The president of the Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research, Dr. Nassereddine Assad, 
gave expression to this new school of thought yes- 
terday when he told the opening session of the con- 
ference that “there is no contradiction between 
secularism and religion." As the theme of the meet- 
ing is to explore inter-faith dialogue within the con- 
text of coexistence of religion and secularism, it 
becomes incumbent to contemplate the relation- 
ship between the two. Judging by the experience of 
Western Europe and North America, the separa- 
tion of religion from state affairs has not led to the 
decline of religion as a driving force in life. If any- 
thing, Europe and North America are experiencing 
an upsurge in religious sentiment. There is no rea- 
son to believe, therefore, that the Muslim World 
would have a different experience if it opts to 
adopt secular methods in conducting state affairs. 

If we draw on the experience of Turkey as a liv- 
ing example of a Muslim society that has intro- 
duced secularism for some decades already, we 
would readily discern that religious fervour is on 
the rise and not on the decline in that country. The 
current Turkish government led by Necmettin 
Erbakan, the leader of the Islamic Rafah Party, 
shows beyond any shadow of doubt that eight 
decades of secularism in Turkey has not con- 
tributed to the demise of Islam. Inter-faith dia- 
logues can indeed be expected to find new avenues 
for progress within the context of greater enlight- 
enment, positive tolerance and understanding. As 
wc await the results of the deliberations of the con- 
ference. there is every hope that not only Islam and 
Christianity, but also Judaism, will stand up 
together to face the new challenges of the day and 
find common ground to coexist, interact and share 
valuable experiences peacefully and constructively. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A W RITER lor Al Rj'i Monday criticised the U.S. admin- 
istration for its announcement of its intention to provide 
Israel with S2M million worth of war planes to ensure its 
continued military superiority over the Arab World. Samir 
Qtunii Mtid the U.S. administration made a point of making 
the announcement to coincide with His Majesty King 
MiiNsein's talks with U.S. Defence Secretary William 
Cohen, in a further manifestation of Washington’s total bias 
towards Israel, disregarding the King's peaceful mission 
and offending the Jordanian people. There is no doubt that 
Washington’s altitude leaves no doubt about its absolute 
support for the Jewish state, but timing the announcement 
to coincide with the King's talks with Cohen i.s considered 
a provocation to the Arabs and an encouragement to Israel 
to maintain its aggression on them and to perpetuate its 
occupation of their lands, charged the writer. He said that 
by disregarding the King's hid to bring about a comprehen- 
sive peace and his efforts to halt Israel's illegal practises in 
Jerusalem, which triggered the present violence in the 
region, the U.S. administration displayed its intention of 
thwarting any Arab move towards peace. 


MAHMOUD RIMAWI, another writer for Al Ra'i. called 
on the Jordanian government and the Palestine National 
Authority tPNAl to put into force a 1955 agreement on the 
exchange »«f publications and newspapers. People on both 
sides .if die Jordan River maintain strong family, social, cul- 
tural. economic and political lies which they yearn to 
| strengthen through constant contacts in any form including 
the media, said the writer. Noting that the Egyptian news- 
papers currently reach the West Bank and Gaza Strip freely 
and without any formal agreement, the writer expressed his 
view that this lact proves that it is not the Israelis who pre- 
vent the exchange of primed material between Jordan and 
the self-rule areas. People on both sides yearn to learn 
about the social, cultural, economic and other activities of 
their kinsmen; and by putting into force the 1995 agree- 
ment. the Jordanian government and the PNA can make this 
happen, he said. It is true that the PNA has some reserva- 
tions about the Jordanian weeklies in light of the subjects 
they cover, yet this should not stand in the way of the 
implementation of the agreement, added the writer. He said 
Jordan's papers are barred access to Kuwait. Syria, and 
Lebanon, bur newspapers from these countries are circulat- 
ed freely in the Kingdom. The writer said a similar practise 
can be followed in the case of the Palestinian press on a 
temporary basis pending the conclusion of a full exchange. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Why is the peace process so vulnerable? Listen to these ghosts 
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IT IS striking how similar are the words and ideas I hear 
from Israeli and Arab friends and colleagues these days as 
they express their scepticism about the value or durability 
of the current peace process. This is partly due to policies 
on both sides and the weaknesses of the Oslo process. It is 
also due to a third, intangible, factor which is most evident 
when one examines why so many Jordanians have come to 
oppose the Arab-Israeli peace process as it has unfolded in 
the past year. This factor is a fear of dehumanisation — a 
peculiar but powerful feeling that our lives have little 
meaning, that our concerns and rights have little value, that 
our history and future alike are peripheral to the larger con- 
cerns of more powerful people who command our des- 
tinies. 

Jordanian/Arab fears are matched by similar concerns 
among Israelis, and we also must appreciate those Israeli 
sentiments if both sides are to enjoy lasting peace and gen- 
uine justice. I would suggest the following overview of the 
many reasons for the growing opposition to the peace 
process among Jordanians. (I do not personally share all 
these views, and I find some of them hard to take serious- 
ly, but l believe they accurately reflect the mindset in 
Jordan and most Arab states). 
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1 . Economic and material issues: The slow pace of eco- 
nomic gains has not lived up to expectations, and the 
promise" of water sector improvements has been dashed by 
worsening water shortages in Jordan in the last two years. 
Even in the tourism sector, which registered fast gains from 
peace, we have witnessed heightened and-Israeli rhetoric 
in Jordan, including stories (unproven, as far as my infor- 
mal research has shown) about how Israelis steal the sil- 
verware from our hotels. How cruelly ironic, that a peace 
process designed to promote reconciliation and coexistence 
within the Semitic family should trigger a relatively new 
form of ond-Jewish anti-Semitism in some Arab quarters. 

Many Jordanians fear that Israel will bilaterally exploit 
our unbalanced economic power and our vulnerabilities, 
keep us in a condition of dependence, and use us multi lat- 
erally as a bridge to reach other Arab economies. 
Resentment and disappointment in part are due to the fact 
that the economic benefits from peace were heavily over- 
sold by the Jordanian government, while Jordanians 
enjoyed very little, if any, grassroots input into the peace- 
making process during the negotiations stage. 
Consequently, some Jordanians interpret the economic and 
water disappointments as a continuation of the tradition of 
exaggerated government promises and diminished public 
hopes that have defined many modem Arab states. For 
many Arabs, peace does nor bring new hopes, only a repeat 
of old habits and frustrations. 

2. Domestic political issues: Some Jordanians feel the 
peace w'as imposed on them and on Jordan, as indicated in 
the lack of genuine domestic debate and discussion while 
our government negotiated peace with Israel. The total 
ineffectiveness of the opposition since the Madrid talks in 
1991 has embittered some opposition figures who were 
reminded of their glaring lack of real political power; 
simultaneously, the government’s sometimes heavy-hand- 
ed attitude to the opposition ( preventing meetings or rallies 
or fair access to state-owned media) has been an uncom- 
fortable domestic political dimension of the era of peace. 
The McCarthyistic-like intellectual and political tenor 
used by some in the Jordanian opposition to discredit any- 
one who has normal relations with Israel is another 
reminder of some of the home-grown ugliness that peace 
has brought. And, the recent resurfacing of the issue of the 


Jordanians argue that peace has set back democracy, and 
that we have neither full peace nor full democracy today. 
The meaning of this is that cold peace, as we witness 
between Israel and Egypt, is a viable option for many 
Jordanians. It is possible that we may become a model of 
peace-making for others in the region; it is also possible 
that we may ultimately follow the model of the U.S - 
Vietnam peace accords of the early 1970s, which collapsed 
within a year of their signature. 

3. Regional issues: The pan- Arab sentiments of 
Jordanians have been forcefully expressed, the two most 
important expressions being, a) the brutal, often dehuman- 
ising conduct of the state and army of Israel (not fringe, 
crazy fanatics) in Lebanon and Palestine, and, b) the wide- 
spread feeling that we and other Arabs are being continu- 
ously humiliated and shamed by the insistence that we sub- 
mit to the primacy of Israeli security concerns and nation- 
alistic mythology over aU other Arab concerns put togeth- 
er. The Vietnam negotiations’ roundtable symbolically 
affirmed the equal status of all who were seated at it: this 
peace process’ context appears to many Jordanians to be 
shaped like a lecture hall, with Israel standing at the podi- 
um lecturing, and the Arabs and others sitting in the audi- 
ence listening. 

Widespread concerns that the final status issues, includ- 
ing refugees, will never be seriously addressed raise a dou- 
ble fear in Jordan: that the rights of Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin may be forfeited forever, and that Jordan 
as a sovereign country will once again have to pay the price 
of being the shock absorber of the Palestine-Israel conflict 
(especially in terms of refugee inflows, economic stress, 
and domestic political discontent). Also, several million 
Jordanian nationals (of both Palestinian and East Bank ori- 
gin) still have outstanding legal claims against Israel for 
property or livelihoods they lost between 1947 and today 
— claims with the same legal and moral validity, say, as the 
current Jewish claims against banks or insurance compa- 
nies in Europe. 

4. Cultural issues: In view of the above, the manner of 
peace-making offends many Jordanian/Arab cultural val- 
ues, especially those central values related to honour, dig- 
nity, respecL equality and justice. Jordanians often express 
fears that their basic identity and Arab/1 si ami c and tribal 
value systems are vulnerable to permanent transformation 
and subjugation by Israeli-Western values. Also. 
Jordanians of local. Palestinian and Levantine origin share 
dismay at the autocratic nature of the Palestinian political 
system that has been bora; we expected a version of the 
democracy of Thomas Jefferson or Nelson Mandela, and, 
to date, we have witnessed a milder version of the autocra- 
cy of Nicolai Ceaucescu. 

Some people .oppose .peace because they don’t want to 
make the necessary changes that peace requires of us, espe- 
cially the need to work harder to compete in a global econ- 
omy. Many prefer the old. easy ways of relying on our 
government for everything in life, including what we con- 


our past as well. 

Many Arabs ask themselves: Has our century-long strug- 
gle with Zionism and Israel been tor nothing more than the 
current humiliating crumbs and demeaning dictates from 
Netanyahu and Sharon and their likes? What have we been 
doing these past 50 years? Has everything we believed in 
been untrue? Have our lives been little more than lies? 

For many Jordanians and Arabs, the current unsatisfacto-. ^ 
ly state of peace-making robs them of both their future and r 
their past Already politically unsatisfying, the peace 
process for many Jordanians has also become dehumanis- 
ing in its wider implications. You may find this ridiculous, 
or strange, or unjustified. The fact is. this is what many 
people in Jordan feel these days: this is why the strongest 
anti-Israeli sentiment continues to be expressed in the two 
Arab states. Egypt and Jordan, that have made peace with 
Israel. 

We may not like the news, but we cannot claim ignorance- 
of why the news is gloomy. There, is much work to do. A 
good place to start is to acknowledge the concerns of the 
other side, and those concerns, unfortunately. are still 
growing in magnitude and in their historical sweep. 


From Majali to Majali: an envoy ’s years 


By Peter Hinchcliffe 


1 LEAVE Jordan where I 
came in. Linder a Majali pre- 
miership. When I arrived 
immediately after Oslo it was 
a time of hope. Now. as 1 go, 
it is hard to be so optimistic. 
Is the glass of peace half fuU 
or half empty? This is as 
much a matter of mood as of 
considered judgement. It 
would be nice to leave on an 
upbeat note, so I will do my 
best to do so. Or so I tell 
myself. 

I leave Amman at the end of 
24 years of government 
employment in the Arab 
World: As a soldier (briefly ), 
as a quasi colonial official (6 
years in pre-independence 
Yemen) and the rest in the 
diplomatic service. I was on 
the Jordan desk in September 
1950 — temporarily so. The 
normal incumbent went on 


holiday assuring me that 
nothing was going to happen 
in Jordan. His acumen and 
judgement were later reward- 
ed by his being appointed as 
Ambassador to Cairo! [But I 
have been very happy to end 
my official days here.] A 
marvellous last posting at an 
interesting time. No 
“Arabist,” no fully paid up 
member of the Diplomatic 
Camel Corps could have 
wished for more. 

Now to Academia. To pass 
on my experience of the Arab 
World to a new generation of 
Scots and Irish. And also to a 
few Arab postgraduate stu- 
dents as well. 1 hope they 
will benefit from the mistakes 
that I have made and leam 
from them. It is encouraging 
that so many young people in 
Europe want to know- about 
the Middle East. It is not dif- 
ficult to be aware of the 


region. British involvement 
this century has left one posi- 
tive legacy (no. I am not talk- 
ing about Balfour): An inter- 
est in the Arab World and its 
issues. More awareness than 
I believe exists in many 
developed countries. 

Especially. sadly, the 
United States, although the 
advent of CNN has done 
something to alert our 
American cousins to a world 
beyond their shores. The old 
tabloid headline “Fog in 
Channel, continent cut off” 
no longer applies as strongly 
as it once did to the British 
psyche, although with some 
of the ignorance displayed by 
Europhobes in discussing the 
future of Europe it is obvious 
that insularity is still alive and 
well in some comers of the 
United Kingdom. 

I start my new life with 
talks to various bodies 


involved in the Arab WorlcL 
To the Anglo Jordanian 
Society (the British based 
version of the Jordan British 
Society), I will be describing 
ray three -an d-a- half-years 

here. At the Middle East 
Association I will be trying to 
dram up enthusiasm for trade 
links in opening a seminar on 
doing business in Jordan (10 
British trade missions coming 
here this year — double that 
of last — so perhaps I will be 
preaching to the converted). I 
will also be lecturing to the 
Royal Society for Asian 
Affairs in die House of Lords 
on "Jordan: Victim of War or 
Casualty of Peace?” An 
interpretation of Jordan's 
relations with her neighbours 
and the Gulf since 1990. 
Finally to the Anglo- Arab 
Society where I will uy to 
drive home the message that 
people like myself seeking to 


interpret the issues of this 
region is ail very well. But 
the people who should be 
doing it are the Arabs them- 
selves, making use of the 
numerous Arab communities 
in the West. Jewish lobbies 
are enormously effective. 
How many Arabs are there in 
the U.S. and what effect do 
they have on American poli- 
cy? There are many, but what 
do they achieve? Apparently 
zilch. So stop moaning about 
double standards in the West 
and do something to influ- 
ence Western governments 
and especially public opinion. 
Then we might see a pro- 
Palestinian veto in the 
Security Council. I will do 
ray best as an old friend of the 
Arabs. But I need help. 

And so farewell to Fourth 
Circle and to Abdoun. I have 
survived ray daily commute 
— to my great surprise. We 


LETTERS 


A plea to Clinton It takes bold patience 


To the Editor: 


To the Editor: 


AS AN American citizen who has followed w r ith avid inter- 
est the political situation between Israel and the Palestinians, 
long before I moved to this area, I am pleading with 
President Clinton for fairness. I will not bore him with this 
history, which I’m sure he knows better than I, but the U.S. 
vote for Israel before the Security Council last week erased 
any doubt in the entire world concerning whose side the 
Americans are on — if indeed, ihere had ever been any 
doubt. 

This step by the Netanyahu government to build huge new 
settlements in East Jerusalem goes against the philosophy 
and intent of the whole peace process that was so masterful- 
; ly initiated by Rabin, followed by Peres. The whole world is 
condemning Israel for this slap in the face, except the United 
Slates. My question to President Clinton is WHY? Again, 
everyone knows the answer to this question. It is my tax dol- 
lars that are furthering this. “We don’t care what anyone 
thinks — we will support Israel, right or wrong!” It angers 
me indescribably. 

I am, therefore, asking the president to do what he can to 
act in a fair way in this troubled area, please. 

Thank vou. 


Betty Miner, 
P.O. Box 1931, 
Amman. 


AT THE beginning of King Hussein's speech at the signing 
ceremony of the Washington agreement on July 26. 1994. he 
stated that “we in Jordan have always sought a bold peace.” 
The bold peace that the King envisioned has yet to materi- 
alise. In fact, in Light of the current deadlock in negotiations 
on the Israeli/Palestinian track — whereby. Israeli Lroops and 
tanks stand ready against the possibility of a new intifada, 
and Palestinian leaders continue to reject Israel’s demand for 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA.) to crack down on 
extremists — Jordanians have begun to question whether the 
price of peace with Israel is worth the cost. Jordanian oppo- 
nents to the peace treaty are quick to highlight Israeli viola- 
tions. High on their list of grievances" are" the difficulties 
that Jordanians encounter whea applying for Israeli visas, 
and the mountain of red tape preventing prospective 
Jordanian businessmen from investing in joint projects with 
Israel. Also cited, but not actually a violation of the agree- 
ment, are the current positions and actions of the Likud-led 
government that Jordanians find hard to accept; and. in spite 
of which, have continued the “business as usual” approach 
Middle East analysts point to the letter sent by King Hussein 

to Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu a few weeks a°o 

in which the King expressed his disillusionment with the 
Israeli leader — as the point where relations between Israel 
and Jordan have reached their lowest mark since the peace 
process began. Equally significant, but not highlighted 


enough, was Netanyahu's 3-page response to the King's let- 
ter in which he concluded that it must have been written as a 
result of his "not being fully apprised of the true picture” as 
it relates to Israel’s security situation. What Netanyahu's 
response reveals is that Israel has been mis-inierpreung the 
signals that the Jordanians have been sending Israel over a 
long penod of time. Much of the misinterpretation is due to 
cultural dtfferences. When an Israeli disagrees or feels 
slighted by an act or comment from another partv, the Israeli 
wall most likely come out and state his opinion - rcgard |ess 
of the sensitivity of the receiver. On the other hand, a 
Jordanian in the same position would most likely choose not 
o controm the affront verbally (at first), and. instead, carry 

,°T r - m sil ™ ce - Hence - ^ck of criticism 
t from Jordanian officials and what was viewed by 
35 b “ s ! nesii continuing as usual, are what accounted 
for Netanyahu s reaction upon receiving King Hussein’s let- 
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and Israeli goodwill. Peace-making as implemented by fee 
Netanyahu "government suggests to most Jordanians that 
Palestinian riehis will never be reasonably achieved, and 
that the best the Palestinians can hope tor £ puz- 

zle of Semitic Sowetos — narrowly defined, poverty- 

stricken. economically-strangled and Seogmphic^ly-d«- 

persed and -isolated ethnic townships and homelands that 
are part prisoner-of-war camp, part nature reserve, part 
refugee camp, part historical dumping ground, and part 

Levantine ethnic zoo. . _ ■> 

The totality of these Jordanian/ Arab serious concerns 
about the meager gains of the current peace process does 
not emanate from a historical vacuum: it follows half a cen- 
tury of Arab struggle against Israel and Zionism, which, we 
are suddenly told has ended, and we are now tnends and 
partners with Israel and Zionism. Such abrupt change 
while Israel continues to expand settlements. Judaise Arab 
East Jerusalem, and treat the Palestinians. Lebanese and 
Syrians like squatter populations — reinforces the already 
common sentiment of ordinary J ordan i an/Palestiman/ Arab 
people that they have no real say in determining their own 
fate! because the decisions that define their lives will be 
made by someone else, whether Israel, the United States, 
other Western powers, or the top-heavy modem Arab state. 

Many in Jordan fear that our Arab political geography, 
economy and human values are all threatened with yet 
another re-make by non-Arab hands, as happened several 
times before in fee past two centuries. When many in 
Jordan and fee Arab World weigh fee seemingly small 
gains of this peace process — and watch the Israeli bull- 
dozers working aeain in Jerusalem — they do not just see 
a frightening vision of fee furore: they also see fee failed 
ghosts of their own demeaning past The peace process 
h aun ts us and taunts us. about our rights today and about 


it*'.;".- 1 


Europeans can teach you 
Arabs nothing about driving. 

Dangerously? I leave so 
many friends. But I will 
remain in touch. As an 
Academic l will need to be as 
well informed, if not more so, 
than as a diplomat And so it 
is to fee worldwide net that I 
will turn for most of my pri- 
mary sources. My fingers, as 
they say, will do fee walking. 
From the dreaming spires of 
Edinburgh and Belfast I will 
surf fee turbulent sea of 
Middle East data bases and 
web sites. And occasionally I 
will distil some of my 
thoughts into a column for 
this paper-craving the indul- 
gence of fee Editor-in-Chief. 

“Letter from Edinburgh” 
perhaps, or Belfast Bulletin. 
In the meanwhile, I remain, 
Peter Hinchcliffe, 

Ambassador (retired). 
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‘Mosaics 





to 

sected ui 

Antiquities Akel Biltaji on Monday: 


IT IS a pleasure for me to address you today at the open- 
ing of this highly specialised colloquium dedicated to the 
Madaba Mosaic Map. and to extend to our distinguished 
guests a very warm welcome. 

I take the sub-title of this colloquium, "Travelling 
Through the Byzantine Umayyad Period" as imply ins 
continuity between these two historical periods, and ±ai 
the Church of Saint George which was graced by the 
Mosaic Map continued to be used as a place of wo'rshjp 
throughout the Umayyad period. In this respect Saint 
George s Church was not an exception, for I am told that 
archaeological research in the last 15 years has shown 
that no less than 46 Byzantine Churches in Jordan alone 
continued to be used as such well until the mid-Sth-cen- 
tury and beyond, and no fewer than five churches were 
/.-constructed and paved with coloured mosaics in the 
1 ’umayyad period. 

These discoveries show' that the essence of Islam w r as 
distinguished by a broad liberal attitude and a openness 
of mind which shunned narrow sectarianism and reli- 
gious bigotry. They also convey a picture which is dras- 
tically different from that which portrays Islam as a 
fanatical and intolerant creed that utterly rejects the other. 
Islam which belongs to the family of monotheistic scrip- 
tural religions also recognised the underlying bonds that 
exist between the children of Abraham. Likewise Islam- 
ic culture at its height encompassed a dazzling fusion of 
traditions which would not have been possible without 
respect and tolerance for that which was different and 
that which was other. 

In Jordan we have been promoting inter-faith dialogue 
and in tercul rural debate because we are convinced that 
only through understanding and tolerating differences the 
three monotheistic faiths can offer hope for a better 
furore. While we recognise that the specifics of our ritu- 
als and practices are vital, they must never obscure the 
values of tolerance and compassion for all our fellow 
human-beings. It is the denial of the shared humanity of 
the other and the rights that flow from it which lead to the 
nightmare of violence and terror. 

As one looks at the mosaic pavements in Madaba and 


vehicles of a message’ 



The Madaba mosaic map (detail I 


its immediate vicinity, one cannot fail to notice the exu- 
berant celebration of [he fruits of the harvest. These 
scenes were vehicles of a message, of an idea such as 
abundance and fertility, deliverance and security through 
divine intervention, and the blessing of life on earih. 
Paramount among these ideas is the Animal Paradise of 
the Messianic Age as prophesied by Isaiah. ‘The wolf 
shall feed with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid. and the calf and the bull and the lion shall 
feed together." (Isaiah 1 1:6-7). This yearning for peace 
is best reflected in a mosaic panel from the Church of 
Saint George in Khirbet AI Mukhayyat situated halfway 
between Madaba and Mount Nebo. The panel depicts two 
animals flanking a palm-tree: on one side is written in 
Arabic script the word. "bi-Salam" meaning, “in peace." 
This hope of cur forebears remains ours to Ihis very day. 
Like them we strive that it may finally be achieved. 

Since Jerusalem was regarded by the three monotheis- 
tic faiths as the. "navel of earth," it was only natural that 
the Holy City will occupy a central place in the Madaba 
Mosaic Map. 

Mostly it seems difficult to think straight about a place 
like Jerusalem, for Jerusalem is more than a city: it is an 
idea, a religious idea, and its landscape is dotted with a 
network of holy places venerated by Muslims, Christians, 


and Jews, h was for this very reason thai no Caliph or a 
Muslim ruler ever had Jerusalem as his seat of govern- 
ment. though the Muslims held sway over the citv for 
centuries beginning from the mid -seventh-century and 
invested heavily in~it. 

In Bayt Al Maqdis iThe Holy Abode) as the Muslims 
call Jerusalem, peoples, city and holy places become one. 
linked in destiny and God’s plan, and then apotheosised 
into Heavenly Jerusalem. Would the followers of the 
three monotheistic faiths come together in the same holy 
abode in juxtaposition and not in collision, and to wor- 
ship the same omnipresent God. and thereby fulfill the 
pluralistic concept apparent in the prophecy of Isaiah. 
“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peo- 
ples.” Let us hope so. otherwise religion will become a 
determinate of rights, responsibilities and status, and thus 
a source of conflict instead of a vehicle for reconciliation. 

In conclusion I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to the members of the organising committee who pre- 
pared this colloquium and to the scholars whose contri- 
butions will further its success, wishing you all pleasant 
encounters and vibrant exchange of ideus’in the course of 
the next two days. 

Thank you. 


Randa Habib’s 

===== comer 


Wasted revenues 

SORRY TO tell you that there will, alter all. be no Arabdis- 
ney in the suburbs of Amman. At least not in [he ne;ir future. 
As for those of you who called me to inquire about how get 
shares in the projected Arabdisnev. well. I hope you arc not 
too disappointed io know that if was just an April fool's 
joke. 

Now will; that cleared up. let us get down to business. Our 
topic this week is in tact co»xl business. 

Bearing in mind the crucial difficulties lacing the Jordan- 
ian economy and statements \oiced by oflicials regarding 
the best ways to raise much needed Hinds Irir the country, it 
seems to me that we can >un h\ having u close linjk around. 

I wus told land 1 am 'till shocked by this number), th.it 
34.000 cars ha\e entered the Kingdom tax-free over the 
years. Owners of tho-e car- .simply didn’t luxe to pay tiny 
customs tariff. We aie not talking here of course of diplo- 
matic cars. those of regional companies, hut merely of 
vehicles o wired by people, xxho for one reason or another, 
were able to gel exceptional duty exemptions for their cars. 

Bearing in mind. also, the number that we just mentioned, 
xx e cun h.cdly call these exemptions... exceptions In fact it 
seems that loo mum people arc enjoying a special treatment 
that is not only unfair t because most of them have the finan- 
cial means to pay the custom duties on their carsi hut also 
extremely costly for the budget. 

Let us make a simple calculation* By taking tin average 
figure of JD as custom fees on each cut. we find that 
... JD 1 .21 MU billion have gone dow n the drain instead ot sup- 
porting a cash-strapped treasury. 

Not bad lor a peor country w ith economic difficulties isn't 
it? And believe me. the figure is even higher, as the mujon- 
ry of these cars are luxurious Mercedes oOU i having an 
exemption why not go for the best?), on which customs fees 
average much higher than JD 40.1 HK I. 

Maybe the government should think of this more than one 
billion JDs in lost revenues in ease ii feels compelled again 
to raise the prices of basic commodities in the country. 

Leave the poor alone they cun pay no more. The answer 
to the country's financial remedies lies in the swelling for- 
tunes abroad of those who arc not willing to pity their 
respective shares. 


Israeli premier reveals little of Mayo Clinic summit with King 


Archaeology proves Islam's 


Abbas briefs Crown Prince 


(Continued from page 1) 

sure everyone, you, prime 
minister. and. I know. King 
Hussein and many, many 
others in our area share and 
we should do our utmost to 
achieve,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh meanwhile said 
the United States had no 
"ready” formula for the 
acceleration of the faltering- 
Middle East peace process, 
Al Hayat newspaper report- 
ed on Monday. 

“I cannot say that there is 
an American initiative 
ready to be submitted to the 
two parties (Israel and the 


Palestinians),” Dr. 

Tarawneh said in an inter- 
view with the leading Ara- 
bic newspaper conducted in 
Washington. 

“But there is a serious 
attempt to find the path 
which could lead to such an 
initiative.” he added, also 
dismissing claims of any 
Jordanian initiative to push 
forward the peace process. 

“But we are ready to do 
everything in our power to 
help both sides .” Dr. 

Tarawneh said. 

Dr. Tarawneh insisted on 
the need to “build trust” 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians ahead of any 
Israeli plan to accelerate 


negotiations "through quick 
implementation of safe pas- 
sages between the West 
Bank and Ga 2 a. the open- 
ing of the Gaza port and air- 
port in addition to freezing 
everything on the ground 
(Jewish settlements)." 

Dr. Tarawneh warned that 
time was running out to 
save the peace process from 
collapse, stressing that "any 
initiative which does not 
take into account the (Jew;- 
ish) settlements will not 
succeed.” 

Rochester meanwhile, 
welcomed the King- 
Netanyahu meeting by a 
banner savins "peace" 
flew in downtown along 


Israel sticks to its guns over settlements 


{ Continued from pge 1) 

war, not only on the Pales- 
tinian people but also on 
the peace process” (see sep- 
arate story). 

Though Mr. McCurry too 
declined to comment on 
their talks he indicated the 
president has not backed 
down on his opposition to 
'Sjthe construction. 

“Our views on that ques- 
tion are well-known and 
certainly well-known to the 
prime minister,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
reportedly anxious to win 
U.S. backing for his pro- 
posal to put peace negotia- 
tions on a “fast track” that 
would address so-called 
final status issues more 
quickly than originally 
planned. 

Palestinians regard the 
proposal as a ploy con- 
ceived to sideline the “land- 
for-peace” formula at the 
heart of the peace process. 

Although Mr. Clinton has 
promised to do everything 
in his power to restart the 
peace talks, he downplayed 
prospects for a summit in 
lathis high-risk climate and 
stressed that the two sides 
most work out their differ- 


ences. 

Mr. Clinton countered 
widespread speculation for 
a three way summit with 
Mr. Arafat which is consid- 
ered too high risk in the 
volatile climate. 

“It’s important not to 
jump the gun on that. The 
first thing we have to do is 
get the process going 
again.” he said, adding that 
Mr. Netanyahu has “some 
ideas to get the substance 
working.” 

Mr. Clinton reiteraied the 
U.S. line that there should 
be “zero tolerance for ter- 
rorism,” a clear message 
that Sir. Arafat must get 
tougher on violence. 

But the president also 
demanded measures to 
build “confidence on both 
sides that peace is possi- 
ble.” an allusion to the LkS. 
desire to see Mr. Netanyahu 
reverse his position on the 
new settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu praised 
U.S. efforts ’to foster the 
Mideast peace process and 
noted that like King Hus- 
sein — who he visited Sun- 
day in a U.S. hospital (see 
separate story) — Mr. Clin- 
ton has taken risks for 


peace. 

"He is the world leader 
who is also taking tremen- 
dous efforts, and tremen- 
dous pains to assist us in 
the quest for peace." he 
said. 

Spokesman McCunr 
said Mr. Clinton viewed 
Mr. Netanyahu as funda- 
mentally “committed to 
peace in the region” despite 
Palestinian distrust and Mr. 
Clinton sought to ease Mr. 
Netanyahu's “security" 

concerns. 

The prime minister told 
an Israeli lobby group earli- 
er that he would stand firm 
against any Israeli conces- 
sions in return for a real 
crackdown by the PNA on 
“terrorism.” 

“This means, pure and 
simple, surrender to ‘terror- 
ism.' We are being told to 
pay for the privilege of not 
being killed. We are not 
going to do that.” he said. 

And Mr. Clinton kicked 
off their Oval Office talks 
backing his stand, saying: 
"I agree that freedom from 
■terrorism' is something 
that no one should have to 
purchase.” 


Arafat wins non-aligned backing 


(Continued from page 1) 

expense of our land and holy 
shrines," Mr. Arafat said. 

Colombian Foreign Minis- 
ter Maria Emma Mejia, whose 
country is chairing the confer- 
ence, said in her opening 
speech that the NAM "cannot 
but de man d the immediate 
cessation of construction of 
Israeli settlements." 

She said she had sent a letter 
to Mr. Annan "expressing our 
concern for the convening of a 
special session of *e General 
Assembly." 

"It is with deep concern that 
we have been observing the 
increasing deterioration in the 
peace process in the Middle 


East," Ms. Mejia said. 

"We cannot but demand the 
immediate cessation of con- 
struction of Israeli settlements 
in Jabal Abu Ghneim in East 
Jerusalem." 

Mr. Annan, who said an 
emergency session would be 
held if 50 per cent of U.N. 
members called for it. had ear- 
lier backed NAM’S call for 
reforms to the world body's 
Security CounciL 

"Reform must occur to 
bring the council into line with 
the realities of today," he said. 

1 am leading a thorough 
and wide-ranging review of 
the- activities of the U-N. 
Among them is reform of the 
Security Council ... It is my 


hope that this issue can be 
resolved soon." 

He told delegates that NAM 
"represents some two thirds" 
of the United Nations mem- 
bership. 

"Your advocacy of Lhe Unit- 
ed Nations reforms agenda 
will help to ensure its legiti- 
macy and effectiveness." 

Zimbabwe's Foreign Minis- 
ter LS-G. Mudenge. speaking 
for the African member 
nations, echoed Mr. Arafat's 
criticism of the Israeli settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem. 
Tbe settlements will throw 
the peace process into the 
abyss," he said. 

U.S. vetoes on March 7 and 
March 21 prevented action by 


tolerance — Crown Prince 


on PNA's stand on crisis 


with Jordanian and Israeli 
flags. 

“It seems like it makes 
the xvorld a little bit small- 
er," said Lisa Clark, who 
lives in nearby Stewarrville. 

About 20 protesters urged 
Mr. Netanyahu to stop set- 
tlements. 

“We are here to deliver a 
message to Mr. Netanyahu 
and anyone xvho might fol- 
low in his steps that there is 
no peace in the Middle East 
if it's not just ” said Ayman 
Ibrahim, who is an Ameri- 
can of Lebanese descent. 

.Another protester in Mr. 
Ibrahim's group carried a 
sign that read "Netanyahu 
Hitler." 


(Continued from page 1) 

lions, on “social develop- 
ment and the unity of all 
Jordanians, who should 
work together to build a 
modem Jordan, rather than 
xx-asting time discussing 
xx-ho’s who and what's 
what.” 

Though the new' parry has 
not yet elaborated its stand 
regarding the election Jaw 
slated to regulate the com- 
ing parliamentary elections. 
Mr. Muasher said that the 
new law “should lead to the 
best possible representation 
of the people” and all vot- 


rhe U.N. Security Council on 
Israel's plan to build the settle- 
ments on Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

"Jerusalem is the core of the 
Palestinian cause, it is the key 
to peace and war in the 
region." Mr. Arafat said. 
"Peace will not be realised 
until Jerusalem returns to its 
legitimate owners as the capi- 
tal of the independent Pales- 
tinian state." 

Mr. Arafat urged NAM 
members to follow- recenr res- 
olutions of the Arab League 
seeking to review diplomatic 
ties with Israel. 

"These resolutions also have 
called upon the brethren and 
friendly countries which have 
initiated the process of estab- 
lishing relations xvjth Israel to 
link rite progress in these rela- 
tions with the degree of Israeli 


(Continued from page 1) 

The three-day colloquium 
is organised by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the 
Jerusalem-based Franciscan 
Archaeological Institute In 
observance of the US97- 
1997) centenary of the dis- 
covery oLtbe Mosaic map. of. 
the Biblical lands which is 
now- located at Saint 
George's Church in Madaba. 

The map under the church's 
floor is a true geographic 
map of Palestine. Israel. Jor- 
dan, Sinai and Egy pt. 

It was discovered by work- 


ers should be entitled to 
elect the same number of 
candidates. 

Criticising the electoral 
system which regulated the 
1989 general elections and 
which established a differ- 
ent number of seats for 
each constituency, Mr. 
Muasher said “the ideal 
solution would be to divide 
the country in a number of 
constituencies, each of 
them electing an equal 
number of deputies." 

But, “over all, the elec- 
tion procedures should be 
simplified” and the 
regulations for the prepara- 


commitments lo U.N. resolu- 
tions,'' he said. 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral wel- 
comed Mr. Arafat's "thought- 
provoking account to the 
developments in the Middle 
East." 

"We assure President Arafat 
of our support for the realisa- 
tion of the rights of the Pales- 
tinian people." he said to 
applause. 

An Iranian delegate told 
Reuters; "We sympathise with 
the stand of the Palestinian 
leadership and the Arab stand 
against Israel. It is a belated 
acceptance of our view that 
Israel was never sincere about 
a just peace in the Middle 
East." 


ers who in 1S96 were building 
a nexv Greek Orthodox 
church on the ruins of a 
Byzantine church in the 
northern part of Madaba. 

Participants in the meeting 
from the U.S., Italy. France. 
Spain. Egypt, Palestine. 
Israel and Jordan are to 
..xexiew.a number. .of working 
papers on the mosaic map, 
which dates back to the 6th 
century A.D. and will inspect 
the map at St. George's 
Church 

See the full text of the 
Regent's address lo the col- 
loquium on page seven. 


lory phase clarified. Mr. 
Muasher urged. 

The announcement that 
the National Constitutional 
Party will issue a unified 
list of candidates suggests 
that the centrists are deter- 
mined to achieve a control- 
inn majority in lhe Lower 
House of Parliament. 
Experts are now wondering 
whether a unified list repre- 
senting rhe nexv merger will 
confuse the voters, xvho are 
not left with much time to 
get acquintcd with the new 
political formation on the 
arena. 

Hizbollah, 

BATER. Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Three Lebanese 
detained by Israel for 12 
years were released Monday 
in a Red Cross-supervised 
prisoner exchange for a pro- 
Israeli militiaman. 

This was the second such 
swap this year under the 
auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
tICRC) between the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah and the 
pro-Israel South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

The trade look place at the 
Baler crossing. 30 kilome- 
tres southeast of Beirut, 
xvhich links the town of 
Jezzine on lhe north of the 
Israeli-occupied zone with 
the rest of Lhe country'. 

Hizbollah released 

Georges Khoury. 31, xvho 
had been kidnapped in 
Augusi from his home in 
Hdab near Jezzine by guer- 
rillas of the Islamic Resis- 
tance. the Hizbollah military 
arm which carries out most 
of the anti-Israeli attacks in 
South Lebanon. 

The SLA freed Jaufar 
Hraish, Mohammad Hazime 
and Nehme Bazzi. who xvere 
kidnapped in 19S5 while 
they were 15, 18 and 22 
years old. 

They xvere imprisoned 


(Continued from page !) 

Palestinian leadership is 
keen on ending all forms of 
tension which obstruct 
negotiations. 

He >aid the Palestinians 
are seeking the resumption 
of the peace process in 
order to achieve progress 
and said that the recent* acts 
of violence were triggered 
by Israel’s decision to con- 
struct a nexx settlement in 
.Arab East Jerusalem, noting 
that the construction of this 
settlement constituted a fla- 
grant violation of the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace accords. 

Mr. Abbas was quoied in 
a newspaper interview on 
Monday as say ing the Pales- 
tinians were ready to negoti- 
ate xviih Israel, but on the 
basis of the 1993 Oslo 
accords. 

"We arc ready to lake pan 
in negotiations, whether in 
the ‘Camp 

Daxid’ style or in any 
other form, as long as dis- 
cussions remain on the 
basis of the Oslo accords 
and the land-for-peace prin- 
ciple." Mr. Abbas told the 
the London-based A I Asharq 
A I Axx-»ui daily. 

Mr. Abbas had resigned 
March 10 as chief of the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
peace talks with Israel. 

He xvjs referring to a pro- 


wiihout trial in SLA-run 
Khiam prison, the largest 
Israeli detention centre in 
the zone. 

“My son was kidnapped 
by the Israelis while he xxas 
going to school in Tebninc 
( South Lebanon i . They 
accused him of being a 
Hizbollah member although 
the parry didn't exist at the 
time.” Hajj Ali Hazime (old 
AFP. 

"Mohammjd xvas IS. 
Today he is 3 1 he added. 

An 1CRC vehicle picked 
up the Hizbollah prisoners 
from Khiam and took them 
home to their villages, also 
inside the enclave. 

Another 1CRC vehicle 
brought Khourx from go\- 
emmeni -controlled territory 
and handed him over to a 
militia checkpoint at the 
Bater-Jezzine crossing. 

The Bater-Jezzine moun- 
tain crossing, east of this 
provincial capital of south- 
ern Lebanon, is one of sev- 
eral linking govemmem- 
controlled regions in the 
north and territory held by 
Israel and the militia near 
the border in southern 
Lebanon. 

Clad in sweatsuits, the 
three men were surrounded 
by about 30 family members 


posul b\ Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
to hold a “Camp Daxid" 
style summit. 

“We refuse any initiative 
which will not be based on 
the Oslo accords." Mr. 
Abbas said. 

“Wc have red lines which 
cannot be crossed over 
under any condition, and 
we want the international 
community and the Untied 
States to force Israel to 
implement this accord to 
xvhich we arc bound." he 
said. 

Mr. Abbas said Israel xvjs 
reponsible for the current 
crisis in relations that can 
only end if it “ceases the 
construction of sen lenient s" 
in Arab East Jerusalem and 
pursues negotiations with 
the Palestinians in line with 
the set agenda. 

He also said Mr. 
Netanyahu was "not seri- 
ous" when he threatened to 
occupy territories controlled 
by the Palestinian self-rule 
authorities in an attempt to 
end the new cycle of vio- 
lence. 

“This threat carries great 
risks. The occupation of 
these territories has ended 
forever and it is impossible 
for Israel to think to end the 
peace process through such 
an invasion.” he said. 


who had come to greet them 
and immediately taken to 
Beirut aboard a Hizbollah 
ambulance. 

On Jan. 3. Hizbollah 
sxvapped. via the ICRC. the 
remains of two unidentified 
SLA soldiers who had been 
killed in 1986 for the 
remains of txxo of its fighters 
killed in 1996. 

“Our policy is to free all 
the prisoners in the hands of 
the Zionist enemy and its 
agents, xvhethcr they are 
Hizbollah members or not. 
We asked for rhe release of 
the prisoners held the 
longest." a Hizbollah 
spokesman said. 

The latest releases brought 
to 1 80 the number of prison- 
ers* freed front Khiam in two 
years. About 145 Lebanese 
and other Arabs are still held 
without trial at the hilltop 
prison. 

Of the second group. 19 
have served their sentences 
but remain in “administra- 
tive detention." according to 
Israeli officials. 

The Khiam prisoners are 
mostly anti -Israeli guerril- 
las. villagers who refuse to 
pay taxes lo the SLA and 
people who refuse to let 
their sons be conscripted 
into the SLA. 


Party merger of eight expected 


Hariri urges more Russian involvement 
(Continued from page 1) 

al contact with officials in the countries involved in the 
crisis. "I think we will be able to come out with some 
initiatives after these consultations'." Mr. Primakov 
said. Mr. Hariri was scheduled to bold talks with Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin later on Monday. He is 
due to meet President Boris Yeltsin on Tuesday. A min- 
isterial delegation accompanying Mr. Hariri will also 
hold talks on boosting bilateral economic ties. On 
Wednesday. Mr. Hariri will leave Moscow for Paris on 
his way to Canada for another official visit. 


SLA swap prisoners 


Arabs seek help from Investment 
Guarantee Agency to lure capital 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have decided 
to seek help from the 
World Bank to attract for- 
eign capital as part of 
overall reforms intended 
to revive their economies, 
an official report said Sun- 
day. 

The inter-Arab Invest- 
ment Guarantee Corpora- 
tion (AIGC). grouping 
regional governments, 
said it had" signed an 
agreement with the World 
Bank's Investment Guar- 
antee Agency (IGA) to 
promote" ’ investment 
opportunities in member 
states. 

"Although the agree- 
ment covers partial fields 
of cooperation, it is very 
important as it will help 
overcome investment 
obstacles in the region" 
the Kuwaiti-based AIGC 
said in its monthly bul- 
letin. obtained here. 

"It will contribute to 
increasing the flow of pri- 
vate investments to Arab 
countries amidst growing 
interest by international 
investors in the region fol- 
lowing the success of sev- 
eral member states in 
upgrading growth rates 


and creating a more bal- 
anced economy and the 
right investment climate." 
i ["added. 

The Arab World has 
remained among the least 
attractive regions for 
investment due to slow 
growth rates, budget 
deficits, inadequate 

investment laws, accumu- 
lating debt, inflation and 
political instability. 

According to the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial 
Consulting, direct foreign 
investment in the 22- 
member .Arab League 
stood at only $3.1 billion 
in 1995 compared with 
$315 billion in invest- 
ments worldwide. 

Investment by the Euro- 
pean Union in the 22 
members accounted for 
only 2.2 per cent of its 
total foreign investment of 
$142 billion, the Doha- 
based group said in a 
report, "it also showed 
Japan’s investment in the 
region did not exceed 
seven per cent of its total 
assets while those by the 
United States constituted 
only six per cent of its 
investment worldwide. 

In contrast. Arab states 


remained major capital 
exporters, with their over- 
seas investment ranging 
from $600 billion to SS00 
billion, concentrated in 
the West in real estate, 
stocks and equities, and 
bank deposits. 

Nearly half of them are 
controlled by the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

“The guarantees to be 
provided by AIGC and 
IGA should remove any 
fears by foreign and Arab 
investors from non-com- 
mercial risks, which they 
believe still exist in some 
countries of the region,” 
AIGC said. 

“Cooperation between 
the two institutions will 
also remove other obsta- 
cles blocking promoting 
investment in Arab states 
since the lack of informa- 
tion about available 
investment opportunities 
are among the main hur- 
dles facing investors seek- 
ing to set up businesses in 
the region." it added. 

Experts said Arab coun- 
tries needed to pursue 
reforms to ensure a suc- 
cessful implementation of 
the AIGC-IG A agreement. 


They expected the accord 
to boost capital flow into 
members which have 
improved investment reg- 
ulations. 

“Other members need to 
accelerate reforms to 
show they are serious in 
redressing their 

economies. I do not think 
the agreement will now 
benefit members that have 
not taken any measures 
given their political cir- 
cumstances,” an expert 
pointed out. 

AIGC said the pact it 
signed with IGA in Febu- 
rary covered promoting 
feasible projects in the 


Arab World, identifying 
guarante services offered 


guarante services offered 
by the two institutions, 
exchanging information 
about guarantee contracts, 
and providing training in 
the field of investment 
promotion and guarantee. 

Most Arab states are 
members of the 137- 
nation IGA, which has 
signed a total of $2.3 bil- 
lion in investment guaran- 
tee contracts. Arab states 
which have not joined 
IGA are Iraq. Sudan, 
Somalia, Mauritania. Dji- 
bouti and Comoros. 


China tops World Bank r anking 
of economic ‘emerging giants’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
China's economy pro- 
duced more than $745 bil- 
lion of goods and services 
in 19957 topping the list of 
economic ""emerging 
giants" identified by the 
World Bank in a new annu- 
al publication. 


J publication. 

While the United States 


had the largest economy 
with a grossnationa] prod- 


uct (GNP) of $7 trillion, 
the World Bank said China 
and nine other countries 
alone accounted for 19 per 
cent of world output in 
1995. 


Indonesia. Turkey. Thai- 
land and Pakistan. 

Luxembourg was ranked 
the richest country in terms 
of GNP per-capita in 1995, 
at $41,210 . followed by 
Switzerland ($40,630), 
Japan ($39,640), Norway 
($31,250) and Denmark 
($29,890). 

The United States 
($26,980) was ranked sev- 
enth. 

Lowest on the GNP per- 
capita rankings list was 
Mozambique, at $S0. with 


Other grciwing economic 
•owerhouses identified in 


Ethiopia at $100 per capita 
and Zaire at $ 1 20 per capi- 


powerhouses identified in 
the new World Bank publi- 
cation. World Develop- 
ment Indicators 1997, 
included Brazil. Russia, 
India, Mexico, Argentina. 


The World Bank said 
World Development Indi- 
cators. a compilation of 
data and analysis on more 
than 200 economies, “will 
become the yandstick for 


measuring success in alle- 
viating poverty and 
improving people's lives.” 

The new publication 
draws on expertise from 
dozens of international 
organisations including the 
International Monetary 
Fund, the United Nations 
and the World Trade 
Organisation. 

"World Development 
Indicators starts from the 
premise that development 
is about the quality of life,”' 
World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn said in 
a statement. 

"It places people and 
poverty reduction first, at 
the centre of the develop- 
ment agenda, where they 
belong," he added. 

The publication contains 
sections examining various 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Phone outlet 
item 

5 Acid in tone 
10 Clay pigeon 
hurler 

14 Hand lotion 
ingredient 

15 Guard from 
attack 

16 Hawkeye State 

17 Prepare to 

proclaim 

20 Have a meal 

21 Equine hue 

22 Photographer 
Adams 

23 Samovar 

24 Current 

25 Jeans fabrics 

29 Low card 

30 Drink like a cat 

33 Play about 
Peron 

34 Red planet 

35 Musical ending 

36 Land in trouble 

39 God of war 

40 Nose alert 

41 Rope fiber 

42 Leb. neighbor 

43 Rock group, 
Motley — 

44 Reverberates 

45 Crafts' partner 

46 Sturdy tree 

47 No-no 

49 Cigar end 

50 Alias, briefly 
53 Give up 

56 Commando's 
forte 

57 More vexed 

58 Wan 

59 Official helper 

60 Abrasive 
powder 

61 Category 
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1 

2 
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14 
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aspects of development. It 
said, for example, that 
average life expectancy 
has increased from 55 
years in 1970 to 64 years 
today. 

In Norway, a man can 
expect to life to be 75. 
while in Niger average 
male life expectancy is 
only 44 years. 

Other facts in World 
Development Indicators: 

— The population of the 
world is nearly six billion, 
twice what it was in 1970: 

— World population will 
grow by 2.5 billion in the 
next 35 years, and 90 per 
cent of that growth will be 
in developing countries; 

— Infant mortality rates 
have declined from 107 per 
1,000 live births in 1970 to 
60 in 1995. The rate in 
Cambodia is 108 while in 
the United States it is 
eight; 

— The United States in 
1994 produced 13,243 
kilowatt hours of electrici- 
ty for every man. woman 
and child. India produced 
423. Togo produced 24. 


Peanuts 
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30 131 132 
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Andv Caoo 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


DOWN 

1 Preserves 

2 Baseball family 
name 

3 — de grace 

4 Barbie's beau 

5 Movie stars 

6 "Over There" 
songwriter 


7 Rush 

B Inhabitant: abbr. 
9 With the most 
latitude 

10 Fuddled or 
unsteady 

11 Get dressed 

12 Missing G.l. 

13 Peace, to 
Caesar 

18 Author Capote 

19 “Showboat" 
captain 

24 Faux pas 

25 Artist Edgar — 

26 Each and — 

27 Saltpeter 

28 “How sweet — !" 

29 CA border lake 

30 Matching game 

31 Astaire of note 

32 Whittles down 

34 — ope ran di 

35 Ready money 
37 Carapace 

wearer 


<3 _U_ _L^ 
A C 0 

slo 

PAP 


TAFT 

AHOY 
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Japan aid shrinks 35 per cent 
to lowest level in six years 


TOKYO fR) — Japan’s for- 
eign aid in 1996 fell 35 per 
cent from the previous year 
to $9^58 billion, the lowest 
dollar figure in six years, 
the foreign ministry said 
Monday. 

The weaker yen against 
the dollar, a shrinking for- 
eign aid budget and rising 
repayments from develop- 
ing countries on long-term 
loans pushed Japan's net 
disbursed aid in dollar 
terms to the lowest level 
since 1990. officials of the 
ministry's Economic Coop- 
eration Bureau said. 


Tbe ratio of the 1996 offi- 
cial development assistance 
(ODA) to gross national 
product (GNP) stood at 
0.21 per cent the lowest 
since 1978 when the ratio 
was 0.23 per cent, the offi- 
cials said. 

Net disbursed aid is 
obtained by subtracting 
repayments on loans from 
the overall disbursed aid. 

The 1996 figure means 
that it would be difficult for 
Japan to meet its 1993- 
1997 goal disbursing for- 
eign aid worth $70 billion. 

Japan has extended for- 


eign aid worth $49.2 billion 
in the past four calendar 
years, the officials said. The 
figure for 1997 was unlike- 
ly to top the 1996 figure, 
they added. 

Ministry officials said it 
was not clear if Japan 
would keep the position of 
the world's largest aid 
donor, a ranking it has held 
since 1991 when it over- 
took the United States. 

The Paris-based OECD 
was expected to announce 

the 1996 figures for indus- 
trialised countries in June. 
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THAT WAS OUT, 
WASN'T IT, MOM? 


MOM SAID IT 
.WAS OUT! „ 




MY MOM WOUU7 

0 HAVE CALLED IT "IN!'. 

1 — 
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VU NORTH MORCil SYHtKATI K 
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' IT'S FB3M A > 
DEBT COLLECT] ON 
AGENCY WANTING 
TO KNOW WHAT t 
YOUR ASSETS / 

V ARE- y 


THAT*5 

EASY. 

I DONT 
HAVE J 
< ANY F 


r HE HAS, y'KNOW, BUT ^ 
SHE'S RUNNING LATE FOR 
*7 VW3RK AND HASN'T 
l TIME TO ARGUE ) 


AGH 
T ft O 
R_ E_ _A_ 

END 


R 1J. A 
5. A 

E R S 


AiiX J_ 

P T O R 


^=63= 


M _E 
PAP 

!£± 

DUG 




BONE 

O UO N 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


fYTb R o 


© 1997 Tribune Media Services. Inc. 
All rights reserved. 


38 Game hoop 

43 Brag 

44 Cafeteria, for 
one 

45 CXvelling 

46 Different 

47 Bangkok native 

48 Waterless 


49 To be. in 
Bordeaux 

50 Out of town 

51 Marine plant 

52 To shelter 

53 Refrain syllable 

54 — de plume 

55 Make a choice 


i " HELLO, LEE/J BOY' SOME V WHAT L/*TWAT * 

JEFP/ )( SMACK/ ) fiy J PEOPLE APE 7 THEN HE HIT ME 
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horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 
APRIL 8, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierian, ■“ 
Astrologer. CarwU 
Righter Foundation • 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Be certain you 
have kepi an important 
promise to the letter today 
before considering airy 
new projects. Avoid an 
overly critical person who 
has nothing kind to say 
for ever)' idea or business 
plan you wish to pursue. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to' 
May 20) Your fellow busi- 
ness associate may be 
rather difficult this morn- 
ing. however, don't allow, 
that spoil your mood. 
Entertain some guest in 
your home later this 
evening and make them 
feel welcome to be there. 
GEMINI: (May 21.. to 
June 21) You should not 
allow a disagreeable fel- 
low associate today to get 
your dander up. Stay 
around those people who 
maintain upbeat attitudes 
later this evening and 
thereby make you fed 
fired up and enthused. 
MOON CHILDREN ^ 

(June 22 to July 21) Post- 
pone an entertainment 
you were considering 
today. Instead, find some 
manner of adding to your 
income and improving 
your property which 
could put some additional 
funds in your pocket for 
an emergency. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 1 You should not allow 
an irritating home situa- 
tion keep you today from 
completing your business 
activities. Improving your 
appearance and w ardrobe 
would be wise, thereby 
gaining the attention of 
those who can make you 
successful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Instead of 
just daydreaming your 
spare time away today, 
labour on improving your 
efficiency with your 
career activities. Avoid 
the temptation later this 
erifriing to disagree with 
your mate which could 
cause friction. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Revise' 
your budget today, cutting 
out all unnecessary 
expenses, thereby having 
some extra funds. Get out 
and socialise later tills 
evening, you're likely to 
make some valuable con- 
tacts which will be quite 
beneficial. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) You 
may be a bit too fixed in 
your views today, so cry to 
keep an open mind for a 
change and listen to what 
others have to say objec- 
tively. Later this evening 
would be good for going 
out on the town with dose 
friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21 ) Some trustworthy 
friends today can ' help 
you make big progress 
very quickly, so be sure to 
ask politely for help if 
you need it. Later this 
evening would be good 
for you to meet with big- 
wigs and make a plan of 
action on a project 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Steer clear a friend today 
who tends to be too 
demanding and some- 
times gets on your nerves. 
Don't neglect any impor- 
tant business matters later 
this evening which will 
demand immediate atten- 
tion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) You'll 
have a considerable 
amount of luck today at 
being in the right place at 
the right time, so keep 
your eyes open for oppor- 
tunities. Later this 
evening you can spend a 
romantic time with your 
mate and do something 
special for him or her. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Your fellow 
associates can be very 
helpful today, however, 
someone you don't know 
too well could give you 
bad advice, which could 
hurt your success. Con- 
sider new ideas carefully 
before you act on them. 


Birthstone of April: Dia- 
mond — Amethyst 
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Jordan French Insurance 
Company distributes dividends 
at a rate of 15 % 


** DESPITE RECORDING a 22 per cent decline in net 
profit, the Jordan French Insurance Company is distribut- 
ing cash dividends at a rate of 15 per cent The annual 
report for 1996 shows that the company’s net profit 
dropped by JD 169.000 and stood at JD5S6.000 at the end 
of last year. The dividends which were approved by the 
general assembly last week amount to JD330.000. 

According to the report, the company’s direct eaminss 
from premiums amounted to JD5.58 million in 1996 com- 
pared to JD5.95 miliion earned in 1995. Of last year's 
earnings, JD2.30 million were the share of reinsurers. The 
company paid JDS. 16 million in compensation for claims 
but of this amount, ID 1.23 were the reinsurers' shares. 

Net profit generated by the company from insurance 
operations totalled JD686"000 (JD 138,000 or 16.7 percent 
less than the rota] in 1995 ) of which JD382.000 were prof- 
its from “outside agencies.” The vehicles department gen- 
erated a JD75.000 profit, the report said. The profit Gener- 
ated from insurance operations were JD 138.000, or 16.7 
per cent higher at the end of 1995. 

Other financial figures appearing in the report show total 
assets at JD 10.06 million. 10 percent higher than the total 
at the end of 1995. Of the amount, JD3.26 million were 
long-term deposits at banks and JD49 1.000 were invest- 
ments in stocks and shares of public shareholding compa- 
nies. The company maintains a total of JD2.04 million of 
technical reserves and a total of JD4.25 million of reserves 
for claims under settlements. The share of reinsurance in 
the second reserver mentioned amounts to JD3.30 million. 

The Jordan French Insurance Company was established 
in 1996 and the shareholders’ equity has reached JD3.4I 
million at the end of last year. The Arab and foreign stake 
account for 16.75 per cent of the capital which amounts to 
JD2.2 million. (Al Ra'i + A1 Dustourj. 


Work progressing 
on Abdoun telephone exchange 


"* THE JORDAN Telecommunications Company is cur- 
rently working on a new project to provide the telephone 


service to the residents of Abdoun area. According to 
Walid Dweik, the company's board chairman, the project 
-.will comprise an exchange with a capacity- for 14,960 
'number. The project expected to cost about JD3-5 million, 
is scheduled to be in service this momh in addition to 
expanding the necessary distribution network to connect 
the subscribers and constructing the necessary buildings 
for placing the equipment 

Mr. Dweik indicated that the completion of network will 
be during the third quarter of this year. Afterwards, work 
will begin on transferring the numbers of the subscribers 
from the Wadi Saqra exchange to the Abdoun exchange 
and on giving new numbers to the subscribers within the 
area over stages (Al Ra’i;... 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



accidentally downloaded a computer 
virus at work and now everyone 
in my office has the flu." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Kanrt Arnold and Mika ArgMan 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one feller to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 



INGED 


n 

7^ 

^ 



am Ton* iui snen «. 
Intone 


□ 

■ROFY 



r " 



LACKET 


S 

L 

□ 



ROWDYS 


s ^ 



WHAT THE 
SPRINTER TURNEP 
PETSCTWE PIP 
TO THE CSZOOKL 


Now arrange the cirded letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MINUS CLOUT PESTLE TURNIP 
Answer: What a bookie does when he Joses a horse 

race - PONIES UP 



Government authorises Jordanian- Saudi consortium 
to operate new radio-paging service in the Kingdom 



Bv a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


Minister Bassam Saket (right) and USC director Abdul Aziz Hakabani sign 
documents of the agreement (Petra photo) 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment and a Jordanian-Saudi 
consortium on Monday 
signed an agreement under 
which the company would 
operate a new radio-paging 
sen ice in Jordan. 

The most outstanding fea- 
rure of the new service, 
expected to be operational in 
March 1998. is thai sub- 
scribers in Jordan could get 
messages on their pagers 
from almost all the Gulf 
countries and most European 
countries which use the same 
system, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

It will tv the second radio, 
paging sen ices in Jordan, 
which first opened the 
telecommunications market 
for the private sector by 
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licensing the Kingdoms' first 
independent operator oui-ide 
the state monopoly in that 
sector in ! “90. 

It is j!>o pan of the King- 
dom's. programme to reduce 
state iroestments in telecom- 
munication Mir. ico .md give 
way to the pp.vjie sector to 
enter the lucrative market. 

The agreement was signed 
by Transport and Communi- 
cations Minister Bassam 
Saket. Telecomm umeat u>ns 
Regulator. Commission 
Director General Yousef Abu 
Jamous and Abdul A/iz Hak- 
abani. director-general i.-f the 
United SauJi Communica- 
tion?. i USC r. j consortium of 
Jordanian and Saudi iuteresiv 

The prqieei is expected to 
create about : (*» jobs and will 
oiler paging -ers ices 
throughout J'Mdaii. 

The Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission 
iTRC). a government body 
chaired by the minister >>f 
telecommunications. is 
supervising the privatisation 

of the telecommunications 

sector 

The USC offer ol 
4J9?/»39 dinars iSrv^I mil- 
lion* lor the concession was 
the highe-i among the three 
pre-quaiilied bidders. 

'The consortium members 
ha\e experience as operators 
of a successful paging busi- 
ness in Saudi Arabia." said a 
TRC press release in Mareh. 
“They ore committed to using 
the siate-of-the an ERMES 
paging standard in Jordan." 

The ERMES v. stein is 


wijely used in the Arab Gulf 
stales as well a» mure than "0 
per cent of all European 
Countries. Mr. Hakjbjni was 
quoted itN saying by Petra. As 
such, xuhscnbvrs to the ser- 
vice in Jordan could get mes- 
sage from all countries which 
use the same system. 

The present ojvr.uors. Jor- 
dan Radio Paging, uses the 
YHS sysieni. a company offi- 
cial said. 

The TRC said in its M.tivh 
statement the proposed agree- 
ment «ith USC was the first 
in a series of licensing initia- 
lises taken by the TkU with 
the assistance of McCarthy 
Teirauli. a Canadian law firm, 
whit h acts as its tubisor. 

The commission has issued 
two ten Jei - tor operators *«t 
public telephones. It also 
plaits to ILul temieis for .1 
trunking lienee "in the 11e.11 
future." said the press te lease. 

Other propo-cd pr-wii*- 
j Delude a licence !oi value 
added data service pn.viJets 
which is being finalised and 
two more lieeiik.Cs loj ulliilai 
plumes whik.lt vs ill -jo opera- 
tional as ol Nos.l. |*i"N. 

'These licensing nmiaiixes 
have been .iviihoriseil by the 
govemnieni of Ji'id.ui .is part 
ol us plans tot the rapid 

development nl the tekvom- 
inuutcaiums sector ihrough 
the introduction of cimipeii- 
tion and private imesinient." 
said the TRC. 


Saudi prince, Gulf 
investors to pump 
JD 5m to raise capital 
of Philadelphia Bank 


By Tareq Ayyouh 

S/vcntl /«> ;/:e JfrJan Time* 


AMNLAN — A Saudi billionaire and other Gulf businessmen will 
invest more than me million Jordanian dinurs i$?milltom to raise 
the capital of the Philadelphia Bank for Imestinent. a hank 
spokesman said Monday. 

Nimr Shakaa. the bank's director general, said the mo\e by 
Prince A I Waleed Ben TalaJ was pan of cl tons to raise the hank's 
capital :o 20 million Jordanian dinars (S28.1 million » in line with 
Central Bank regulations. 

He added that the four-year-old bank has 011 million Jinars 
«S84.5 million! in assets and its current capital i> III million dinars 
tS 14 milliom. 

He said the remaining lire million dinars iS7 nullum 1 will come 
from unidentified Jordanian investors. 

Mr. Shakaa said that Prince Al Waleed is among three other Gull 
investors who will take part in the new bid. The other three are 
Khalifa Saif. Mohammad Al Jaber and Jamal Al Ghoreer from the 
United Arab Emirates."The move is ;m evidence ol foreign 
investors' confidence in our economy in general and our financial 
institutions in particular." Mr. Shakaa said in a telephone inter- 
view. He added that the bank's eapiljl increase will be effected 
from June .The Saudi prince has major investments in Europe, the 
United Slates. Canada and the Middle East. 

Lasi year. Prince A I Waleed paid three million dinars t S-4.2 mil- 
lion l. a 2*J per cent of a capital of 1 5 million dinars <S2 1 . 1 million!, 
to construct a Four Seasons Hotel in Jordan.Press reports m the 
local media indicated thai the Saudi billfonairc was considering to 
purchase a high per lcm of the dcbi-riJden Royal Jordanian. 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas ■ furnished or 
, unfurnished for rent . 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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Cafe iaL7 


Quality Serviced Suites 


* One Sl Two Bedroom* * Fully 
Eq uipp e d Kitchenettes ’ Daily & 
Lose Stay " Reasonable Rate* 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


crown mm 


■INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 


-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 


- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SWASH 

COURTS 



TEL: 758180: 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


T«LK98S2-829883 
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HEAL £ S TATE 


tt FOR 

I RENT 

I .Deluxe Vi! Us 


| ^ Deluxe Vi [ Us 

9 Appartmorits: 
•n Amman 


For aetails please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Teppanyaki ! 
Sashimi \ 
•Sushi I 
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SEITAURANT 

6pon Daily 
from 12.30 - Mhlaitfkt 
You can enjoy a fate 
lunch or an early dinner. 
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Hingis beats Seles for 6th of year 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, South Carolina l.Rj — Top seed 
Martina Hingis picked up her sixth and most haid-eamed 
singles title "of 1997 Sunday, outduelling fourth-seeded 
Monica Seles in the final of the $926,250 Family Circle 
Magazine Cup. 

Hingis, undefeated this year in 31 matches, beat Seles in 
the finals of a WTA Tour event for the second straight week. 
3-6. 6-3. 7-6 (7-5). 

The Swiss 16-year-old rallied from a 2-5 deficit in the 
third-set tiebreak and received a first-prize pay-day of 
SI 50.000. Hingis dropped just three games in a straight-sets 
victory' over Seles in the final of last week's Lipton 
Championships. 

Hingis, the youngest number one player in women’s ten- 
nis history, unseated Germany's Steffi Graf at the top of the 
WTA Tour rankings last Monday. 

Seles, playing in only her second tournament of the year, 
suffered her third straight loss to Hingis, also having lost in 
the final of the bank of the west classic in Oakland last 
November. 


“If you are 5-2 down in the tiebreaker and you know you 
have to play against the wind, you just try to make her 
(Seles) do the mistakes." said HiDgis. “I just fought back 
and tried to move her around and make her tired. She just 
played much better, much more clever this time.” 

Seles was seeking her 39th career singles title and her first 
since the Nichirei International last September. She was 
making her Hilton Head debut after withdrawing from three 
previous Family Circles due to injuries. 

“I just wanted to go out there and take it a point at a time 
and go for my shots” said Seles, ‘i did ihat most of the 
dine, and in the key points I didn't do that 
“I had some great points, and it was a great match, and it 
was a lot of fun to play. I really think I played more my 
game a little bit and attacked more, which in the past I did- 
n’t do.” 

Hingis was playing in her eighth successive final, dating 
back to last year. She has also won the Australian Open, the 
Sydney International, Pan Pacific Open, and the Open Ga 2 
de France. 



The U.S. Davis Cup team celebrates their victory over the Netherlands in tbeir quar- 
ter-final match in Newport Beach. From left: Rick Leach, team captain Tom 
Gullikson, Andre Agassi, Jim Conner and Jonathan Stark, who advance to the semi- 
finals against the Australian team (Renters photo) 

Agassi leads U.S. to victory 


No last minute miracles as 
Sweden, U.S. go through 

Moya saves Spain from Davis Cup whitewash 

PARIS (Agencies) — There 
were no last-minute miracles 
as first Sweden and then the 
United States joined 
Australia and Italy in the 
semi-finals of the Davis Cup 
on Sunday. 

Sweden, who led 2-1 after 
Saturday's doubles, were 
taken all the way by South 
Africa in Vaxjo before 
claiming victory in the final 
singles — Jonas Bjorkman 
coming back from two sets 
to one down to beat Grant 
Stafford 3-6. 6-0, 3-6. 6-2. 6- 

In Pesaro. Italy Omar 
Camporese completed a 4-1 
Davis Cup World Group 
quarter-final victory for Italy 
over Spain when he beat 
Albert Costa 6-2 3-6 6-4 in 
the second reverse singles on 
Sunday. 

The Italians had already 
booked themselves a place 
in the semifinals by winning 
Saturday's doubles for a 3-0 
lead. 

Earlier. Spanish number 
one Carlos Moya made sure 
his team escaped a white- 
wash when he beat Marzio 
Martelli. 

The Italian, who was mak- 
ing his Davis Cup debut, 
gave the world number eight 
a lough time before losing 7- 
6.4-6. 6-3. 

Italy will meet last year's 
beaten finalists Sweden in 
the semifinals from Septem- 
ber 19-21. 

Sweden’s 3-2 victory' was 
a hard-fought affair which 
kept the home fans on the 
edge of their seats. 

After Wayne Ferreira had 
levelled the tie by scoring a 
superb straight -sets 6-4, 6-4, 

6- 4 win over Sweden’s num- 
ber-one Thomas Enqvist. 
everything depended on the 
final rubber. 

And Bjorkman. who came 
into the singles as a late 
replacement for the injured 
Magnus Larsson. needed to 
stage a spirited revival 
before clinching the semi- 
final berth alter trailing 
Stafford by two sets to one 
and then by 0-2 in the fifth. 

Australia already clinched 
their quarter-final win by 
taking an unbeatable 3-0 
lead on Saturday. 

And despite late-night cel- 
ebrations. they completed a 
5-0 whitewash of the Czech 
Rapublic — big serving 
Mark Philippoussis beating 
Martin Damm 6-4. 6-2 in the 
first of the dead-rubber 
reverse singles and Patrick 
Rafter then eoming back to 
beat left-handed David Rikl 

7- 6 (15/13). 0-6. 6-2 in the 
second. Australia have won 
the Davis Cup 26 times. But 
(heir last success come in 
1986 and they they arc hun- 
gry for more Cup glory, and 
both captain John 
Newcombe and Tony Roche 
feel (he team can go all the 
wav. 


NEWPORT BEACH, 
California (R) — slumping 
Andre Agassi rallied from a 
two-sets deficit to lead the 
United States to victory 
over the Netherlands in 
their Davis Cup quarter- 
final Sunday. 

Agassi beat Jan 
Siemerink 3-6. 3-6. 6-3. 6- 
3. 6-4 to give the 

Americans an insurmount- 
able 3-1 lead. Jonathan 
Stark later swept past Sjeng 
Schalken 6-4, 6-0 in a 
meaningless fifth match. 

*if it's safe to say I was 
gone then 1 guess it's safe 
io say I'm back,” said 
Agassi, who has won 15 
successive Davis Cup 
matches to improve to 24-4 
in cup play. 

"That is Andre Agassi," 
said Netherlands coach 
Sian Franker. ‘The former 
number one in the world 
and tough warrior when he 
plays for his country’. The 
guy just pulled himself by 
his shoelaces and came out 
smoking." 

Agassi's stirring victory 
sei up a September 19-21 
semifinal clash against 
Australia in World Group 
play. Though the site has 
yei to be determined- it will 
be played in the United 
States. 

Agassi has been strug- 
gling lately with a 3-5 mark 
on the ATP tour, and the 
three-time Grand Slam 
champion had to make sev- 
eral adjustments against the 
hard -serving lefthander, 
who hammered 24 aces and 
14 double faults in his sec- 
ond five-set loss of the 
weekend competition. 

“It’s difficult because you 
get down two sets because 
the guy is kicking your 
butt, so now vou have to do 


something different and 
then make it work." Agassi 
said. “It's not an easy thing 
to do. 

“But I felt like today 
when I really started mak- 
ing my returns and started 
moving, hitting shots more 
effectively, it didn’t matter 
I was down two sets." 

Agassi fell behind 
because he was serving 
ineffectively and couldn't 
find a rhythm on 
Siemerink 's sizzling serve- 
and-volley style. 

“He doesn't give you a lot 
of looks at finding your 
rhythm." Agassi said. “You 
can hit a normal rally shot 
and the next thing you 
know you are sprinting and 
having to hit a target of 
inches. So if you start off 
bad. sometimes it can get 
away from you.” 

But Agassi got his chance 
with a break in the first 
game of the third set and 
the momentum shifted in 
his favour. 

“He was hurting me with 
his second serve into the 
body forehand, but when I 
broke him for the first time 
in the third set. I felt like I 
started getting on his serve 
a lot better," Agassi said. 
“Once I was sitting there 
returning serve, feeling like 
I am going to win the point, 
then it started going posi- 
tively. 

Siemerink agreed. "It was 
the first time he was up in 
the match and it is where it 
changes a little biL I could 
feel that he stepped up to 
another level of playing 
tennis. There was some- 
thing he could do and 1 
couldn’L" 

Agassi forced a fifth set 
as Siemerink helplessly 
watched a topspin lob win- 


ner fall inside the baseline 
for the lone break in the 
fourth game. 

Agassi broke in the open- 
ing game as the Dutchman 
double-faulted at break 
point. The American held 
for a 5-3 lead and then went 
up 0-40 on Siemerink's 
serve. 

The Dutchman erased 
two match points with a 
pair of volley winners 
before Agassi hit a searing 
cross-court backhand ser- 
vice return winner to com- 
plete the win. 

Siemerink also lost after 
building a two-set lead 
against Jim Courier on 
Friday. But he didn’t feel 
he gave the match away. 

“I played good tennis 
again and he changed his 
level during the match and 
I couldn’t. These guys have 
been number one in the 
world. Not everybody can 
be number one in the 
world. That is dear. 

“.And (he thing was. 
against Courier and against 
Agassi. I started off really 
well, played some good 
tennis. But these guys were 
able to pick up their games 
after two sets. And maybe 
the best of five is tougher 
for me to win." 

Staff: replaced Courier, 
who after Agassi's win was 
reported to have suffered a 
right thigh strain during his 
Sunday morning workout. 


Jordan 
scores 37 
as Bulls 
clinch 
homecourt 
advantage 

ORLANDO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 37 points as 
the Chicago Bulls clinched 
homecourt advantage 
throughout the playoffs 
with a 1 10-194 win over the 
Orlando Magic Sunday, 
their 10th victory in 11 
games. 

The Bulls (65-10) could 
theoretically finish tied with 
the Utah jazz but own the 
tiebreaker edge. 

The value of homecourt 
was shown last season when 
Chicago won all 10 of its 
home playoff games en 
route to its fourth NBA title 
in six years. 

Scottie Pippen scored 21 
points and Jason Caffey 
added 14 for Chicago, 
which never trailed and 
swept the three-game sea- 
son series from Orlando. 
The Bulls have beaten the 
Magic 10 straight times. 

“1 thought we played as 
good of a basketball game 
as we can play with the per- 
sonnel on the floor today." 
said Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson. “Michael 
Scottie both earned 
action quite well." 

Penny Hardaway 
Rony Seikaly had 23 points 
each for Orlando, which has 
lost five of its last six 
games. 

Chicago went on a 21-4 
tear to start the third quarter. 
Jordan scored 13 points in 
the burst, including a 15- 
footer that gave the Bulls 
their largest lead at 74-54 
with 6:33 remaining in the 
period. 

“We came out in the third 
quarter with a statement to 
try and take control of the 
game and see if we can pull 
them back on their 'heels, 
which we did,” said Jordan. 

“I came out a little aggres- 
sive and took advantage of 
some opportunities. As my 
shot started to feel good, I 
suddenly got in a great 
rhythm” 

“That’s the hand you're 
dealt when he’s on the 
court," said Seikaly. “You 
think that he’s having a 
quiet night and all of a sud- 
den, he turns it on. And 
everybody around him 
looks like they’re in slow 
motion or little kids.” 

In Sacramento, Mitch 
Richmond scored 27 points 
as the Kings snapped their 
six-game losing streak with 
a 1 (3-101 victory over the 
Seattle Supersonics. 

Corliss Williamson added 
19 points for the Kings, who 
won for just the second time 
in 15 games and remained 
four games behind the 
Clippers for the eighth and 
final Western Conference 


and 

the 

and 



Chicago Bulls center Luc Longiey (R) blocks the shot 
Anfemee Hardaway, during first quarter NBA action. The 
Orlando Arena. Chicago defeated Orlando 110-94 (Reute: 


playoff spot 

Gary Payton scored 19 
points to lead the Sonics. 
All-star forward Shawm 
Kemp starred after being 
held out of the starting line- 
up the previous four games 
for disciplinary reasons. 

At New Jersey, Teiry 
Dehere scored" eight of his 
15 points in a fourth-quarter 
burst that rallied the resur- 
gent Los Angeles Clippers 
to a 103-96 victory over the 
Nets in the finale of their 
seven-game road trip. 

Loy Vaught scored 20 
points and Rodney Rogers 
added 16 for the Clippers, 
who finished tbeir road trip 
3-4 with three straight wins. 

At Golden State. Karl 
Malone shook off a sluggish 
first half to score 15 points 
in the third quarter and fin- 
ish with 30 as the Utah Jazz 
posted their 12th straight 
win, defeating the Warriors 
114-100. 

Greg Ostertag added 21 


for the Jazz, who have won 
eight straight road games 
and snapped the Warriors' 
three-game winning streak. 
Utah has a six-game lead 
over Seattle for homecourt 
advantage throughout the 
Western playoffs. 

At Los Angeles. Derek 
Fisher, playing in place of 
the injured Nick Van Exel. 
scored a season-high 21 
points and the Dallas 
Mavericks set an NBA sin- 
gle-quarter record for offen- 
sive futility in the Lakers’ 
87-80 victory. 

Dallas scored just two 
points in the third quarter on 
a pair of free throws by 
Derek Harper with 1 :51 left. 
It broke the previous NBA 
low of four points, set in 
1972 by the Buffalo Braves 
and equalled in 1987 by the 
Sacramento Kings. 

The Mavs missed all 15 of 
their shots in the period and 
committed nine turnovers. 



NBA RESULTS 


LA Clippers - 

103 

New Jersey 

96 

Houston 

94 

Vancouver 

85 

Indiana 

94 . 

Minnesota 

S3 

Chicago 

no 

Orlando 

94 

Utah 

114 

Golden State 

100 

Sacramento 

ii3 

Seattle 

101 

Dallas 

87 

LA Lakers 

80 


by Orlando Magic guard 
Magic and Bulls met in the 
:s photo) , 

In Boston, Chris Webber 
recorded 31 points, 13 
rebounds and nine assists as 
the Washington Bullets 
claimed sole possession of 
the eighth and final playoff 
berth in the Eastern 
Conference with a 120-114 
victory overthe Celtics. 

Y Kuwait Howard added 31 
points, eight rebounds and 
six assists, while Gheorghe 
Muresan had 17 points and 
12 boards for Washington, 
which has won seven of its 
last eight games to take a 
half-game lead over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. 

At Minnesota, Rik Smits 
had 27 points and 11 
rebounds as the Indiana 
Pacers scored a 94-83 win 
over the Timberwolves. 
who could have clinched 
their first playoff berth with 
a win. 

.Antonio Davis scored 17 
points and Reggie Miller 
added 16 for Indiana, which 
remained two games behind 
Washington in the race for 
the final playoff berth in the 
Eastern Conference. 

In Vancouver, Charles 
Barkley scored 28 points 
and grabbed 1 3 rebounds as 
the Houston Rockets won 
for the sixth time in their 
last seven games. 94-85 
over the Grizzlies. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company requires highl^skille^and 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. J 

Sales Engineers — Contract Furniture 

• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 vears 

related work experience. a y 

• Excellent communication skills in both English and Arabic are mandatory 

• Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. mandatory. 

• Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines 

• Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by Aoril 20 ioqt to 
(+966-1)479 2588 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manaqer^OAt P n Rox 
382 Riyadh 11411 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ger ' (UA). P.O. Box 


S' CINEMA 


x 


TEL:634144 CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA »!» 

Billy Zane & 

Kristy Swanson ... in 

THE PHANTOM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL634144 STZ CINEMA 


L PHILADELPHIA “2” J 

Hugh Grant & 

Juiianne Moore in 

NINE MONTHS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 




TEL699238 

PLHZH 


1 


CINEMA 


Mel Gibson ....in 

RANSOM 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


I LL:677420 

CONCORD 


A 






A 


CONCORD “1 ” 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS. JN 
EVITA (new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00, 8:30, 10*30 

SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


^labil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 / 

—I / 

Amn.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations call 625155 











Prilg 


Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, April 8, 1997 ” 





; < 


' '5*i jit 1 «ur 
kiiNnwiia? 


1 1.1 I* 

■ j'>i]|ii\ 

1 il'lV 

’ll Ru" 

]■! ! ’m il pij. 
Ilk Fj- 1 : 
vi’Ji J l>! 

,lk - » Villi’- 

u-IhhiihIo - 
Idle • IllftsT 
I ' |»*nni . 
)i W.i .hmr- 
*ii <\ at in 
;Hi“ II' |J: 

.i.l -iMT . 
l.ilk'l' 

>l.i. Ulk >' 

Mil* .lllJ 
Ilk - llfi 
1 .1 •M-.V’ 1 

I imlvn*'*- 

i | '. i" i Ilk, 
.•It lu’ith *- 

I I % v^urfi 
\--k- * 

ii.ii.iiu- 

l'.I'IH' N r 



ied a" 1 
iary 


2 yea 1 '. 


tory- 



v< .. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Milan crash 6-1 in week 
of shock home defeats 

LONDON (R) — Shock home defeats were the order of 
the weekend with AC Milan's club record 6-1 loss to 
Juvemus in the San Siro the most spectacular. Manchester 
United fell 3-2 at Old TrafFord to derby while Liverpool 
slumped 2-1 at Anfield to relegation -threatened Coventry. 

Following is a summary of the action from the major 
European leagues this weekend. 

Italy 

Milan slumped to their biggest league defeat ever — 6-1 
at home to Juventus. Their previous heaviest losses were 5- 
1 to Genoa in the 1950s and 5-1 to Fiorentina way back in 
the 1930s. 

Yugoslav Vladimir Jugovic and newly capped Italian 
international Christian Vieri scored twice each. France’s 
.Zinedine Zidane and Nicola Amoruso scored Juve’s other 
'i£oals in a brilliant team display. 

Milan fans demonstrated their anger against coach Arrigo 
Sacchi by gathering under the directors’ box and yelling 
“sack him”. 

The astonishing result took Juve six points clear at the top 
of Serie A from Parma, who enjoyed an impressive 3-0 
defeat of Sampdoria. 

In tern azi on ale could manage onlv a goalless draw at 
Fiorentina and stay third, level on points with Bologna, 
who beat Reggiana 3-2. 

England 

Manchester United threw the championship wide open 
again by slumping to a 3-2 home defeat by humble derby, 
for whom 20-year-old Costa Rican Paulo Wanchope scored 
a wonderful individual goal on his English debut. 

Bui Liverpool wasted the chance to knock United off the 
top spot, w^en they lost 2-1 at home to relegation-threat- 
ened Covetrnyon Sunday despite taking the lead through 
England striker Robbie Fowler. 

Victory would have taken Liverpool back to the top of the 
table for the first time since January. 

Dutch forward Dennis Bergkamp and England striker Ian 
Wrig&t were- on target as Arsenal won 3-0 at Chelsea to 
rekindle their title ambitions. 

Germany 

Bayern Munich cast aside their internal problems with a 
3-0 victory at Hamburg on Saturday to stay three points 
clear at the top of the table. 

Goals from Juergen Klinsmann and Mario Basler, both at 
^ the centre of controversy after being substituted last week- 
" jnd. set the Bavarians on their way. 

But Borussia Dortmund kept up the pressure by beating 
Bochum 2-0 thanks to two goals from Swiss striker 
Stephane Chapuisat Third-placed Bayer Leverkusen lost 
1-0 at Hansa Rostock and fourth-placed VFB Stuttgart 
managed only a 1-1 draw at bottom club Freiburg. 

Spain 

Barcelona saw their hopes of taking Spain’s second 
champions’ league place boosted when they moved two 
points clear of third-placed Real Beds. 

While Barcelona brushed past Sporting Gijon, routing 
them 4-0, Beds conceded a late equaliser in the 2-2 home 
draw with racing Santander. The result means the Catalans 
move to within six points of Real Madrid who face 
Compostela on Monday. Deportivo Coruna are a point 
behind Beds after squeezing a 1-0 win out of Zaragoza on 
Sunday. 

France 

Monaco opened up a commanding 12-point lead after 
cruising to a 2-0 victory over Lille while nearest rivals PSG 
were held to a 1-1 draw at home to Rennes. 

Nigeria’s Viktor Ikpeba and midfielder Sylvain 
Legwinski scored for Monaco in what proved to be a gen- 
tle warm-up for Tuesday's UEFA Cup semifinal first leg 
against Italy’s Intemazionale. 

Strasbourg lost in Nancy 2-0 while Nantes, now unbeat- 
en in their last 25 matches, drew 1-1 with Marseille. Nantes 
and Strasbourg are on 53 points, two points behind PSG 
whose title bid appears to be an the rocks. 

Netherlands 

^ Leaders PSV Eindhoven drew 2-2 away against Nac 
Breda but stayed top as second-placed Feyenoord also 
drew — 0-0 against Vitesse Arnhem. 

Both sides have 59 points but PSV have a far superior 
goal difference. Third-placed Twente Enschede trail by 
four points while Ajax stay fourth on 48 after beating 
Voleodam 3-0 away despite having Finland's Jari Litmanen 
sent off. 

Portugal 

Brazil's Mario Jardel of Brazil scored twice in Porto's 3- 
0 home win over Espinho as his team opened up a 10-point 
lead- 

in Saturday’s big match an early goal by captain Joao 
Pinto gave Benfica a 1-0 home victory over Sporting. With 
nine games to go Porto have 63 points, followed by 
Sporting on 53 and Benfica on 47. 
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TRUMP COUP TOMMY GOES EUROPEAN 


North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
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[lead: five of 0 
1 imd 

event A nhdftiji 
1995'Evrgpjttn 
included- in- the 
the Tuesday night 
the entrants was Trump Coup Tom- 
my. who. as our readers know, b at 
but an average player except in 
one ease: When trumps break bad- 



a special 
from the 
was 
boards for 
One of 


ly, Tommy performs miracles at the 
table. 

It was Tommy's lucky night Hie 
first hand he played involved a 5-0 
frump division and, as nftufll. Tom- 
my was at his sparkling best He 
had arrived at four hearts on the 
unct ion shown and West's double 
was a sure indicator that trumps 
were not going to behave kindly. 

West led a low dia m o n d, suggest- 
ing that the defender was void in 
dubs. Tommy won in hand with the 
ace. crossed to the kinc of dia- 
monds, then cashed three top 
■spades, discarding the table's 
: remaining diamond. After ru ffi ng a 
diamond low. declarer led a club 
■from the table and ruffed with the 
acr as West parted with a spade. A 
spade ruff in dummy brought 
■declarer’s triek total to eight and 
produced the unusual position 
where declarer and West held noth- 
ing but frumps, while dummy and 
East had only dubs. 

A was led from dummy and 
ruffed in the dosed hand with the 
an. Westererruffed with the queen 
and returned the five of tramps, 
taken by declarers eight Tommy 
now Lueked West in with a low 
trump, and there was no way West 
could prevent Tommy Grom scoring 
ih* jack of hearts for the fulfilling 


tri 


Jordan takes on UAE today in opening 
match of Group 3 World Cup qualifiers 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

JORDAN FACES the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in the opening match 
of the Group 3 Asian World 
Cup qualifiers which kick 
off Tuesday in Manama, 
Bahrain. 

The Kingdom's team will 
be playing hosts Bahrain 
April 14 in their other first 
round/first leg Group 3 
matches. The second leg of 
the qualifiers will start in 
Shaijah, UAE, April 19 
with only the group winner 
qualifying to the second 
round. 

The Kingdom's team had 
arrived in Manama Friday 
and trained in searing 30 
degree heat and 90 per cent 
humidity in the Bahraini 
capital. 

Team players and officials 
were in high spirits hoping 
to qualify’ to the second 
round for the first time in 
the Kingdom's history. 

This will be the fourth 
time Jordan plays in World 
Cup qualifying matches 
after taking part in first 
round qualifiers for Mexico 
96, Italy 90 and USA 94. 

A win against the UAE in 
the opening match Tuesday 
would undoubtedly give the 
team a valuable boost and 
might determine their 
chances in the qualifiers. 

However, doing just that is 
not expected to be an easy 
task as the UAE is Asia’s 
second ranked team and had 
previously reached the 
World Cup finals in 1990. 

Coach Mohammad Awad 
said he believed Group 3 
teams are very close and 
that the Kingdom’s ream 
stood a good chance at the 
qualifiers although both 
opponents are experienced 
and have prepared well. 

However, he said results 
of both opponents in friend- 
ly matches should not be a 
measure of the forms and 
chances of the three teams. 



Bahrain beat Nepal 9-0 in 
their latest match. Earlier, 
they beat Bangladesh 2-1 
and lost 3- 1 to Kuwait. 

The UAE lost the latest of 
their two friendly matches 
2-0 to Syria and 4-1 to 
Norway. Their other results 
were a 1-1 draw with Syria 
and a 2-1 win over Lebanon. 

Jordan’s record in eight 
friendly internationals 
included three defeats, three 
goalless draws and two 
wins, both over Oman. 

The Jordanian team had 
two matches against 
Lebanon losing 1-0 in 
Beirut and drawing 0-0 in 
Amman. 

Against the Iraqi team 
Jordan twice lost 1-0 in 
Baghdad while both match- 
es against Syria ended in 
goalless draws. 

The Kingdom’s only wins 
w’ere 2-0 and 4-1 in Muscat. 

The team's training camps 
and preparations cost the 
JSF over JD 60,000. 

Thirty-six Asian countries 
will contest the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and 
have been divided into ten 
groups. Some groups have 
already begun their quali- 
fiers. 

Group 1: Saudi Arabia, 


Malaysia. Bangladesh and 
Taiwan. 

Group 2 : Iran. Syria. 
Maldives. Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab 
Emirates. Jordan, Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan. Oman. 
Nepal. Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan, 

Indonesia, Yemen. 

Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea, 
Thailand. Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait. 

Lebanon. Singapore. 

Group ~8: China. 

Turkmenistan. Vietnam. 
Tajikstan. 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India, 
Sri Lanka, Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners 
will qualify for the second 
round where the teams will 
be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each 
croup will then contest the 
Asian finals. 

The first three qualify 
directly for the 1998 World 
Cup in France while the 
winner of a play-off 
between the fourth team and 
the Oceania Zone winner 
will also qualify'. 

FIFA referees for the 
Group 3 qualifiers represent 


Saudi Arabia. Syria. China. 
Yemen. Oman. 

Turkmenistan and Kuwait. 

Jurdan Soccer Federation 
(JSFi Deputy Chairman 
Saleh Irshuidat and 
Secretary-General Hi sham 
Asfour head Jordan’s 31- 
member delegation which 
includes nine officials 
including referee Dahham 
Eqeidat. team manager 
Abullatif Abdul Majid, 
coaches Mohammad Awad 
and Adnan Masud. goal- 
keepers' coach Basem 
Tayyem. and physiothera- 
pist Hussein Atallah. 

The Kingdom's initial 
lineup includes Mu’taz 
Ri sheh. Yousef Ammouri. 
Mohannad Mahadin. Amjad 
Taher. Hussein Slianaineh. 
Faisal Ibrahim. Subhi 
Suleiman. Jamal Abu Abed. 
Adnan Awad. Nart Yadaj. 
Jiryes Tadros and Badran 
Shaqran. The team also 
includes Ahmad Abu 
Nasouh. Mohammad Abu 
Daoud. Mohammad 

Khaz’ali. Abdallah Abu 
Zame'h. Isam Mahmoud. 
Munir . Abu Hantash. 
Bassam A1 Khatib. Ahmad 
Khalil, Ja'farHanimad and 
Hassouneh Sheikh. 


JORDAN'S WORLD CUP 
QUALIFIERS RECORD 

JORDAN’S NATIONAL TEAM first took part in the 
World Cup qualifiers in 1986. The team has never made >v 
past the first round, however, officials hope that the four- 
month iraining camp and eight friendlies in the past months 
have given the players and coach the best preparation ever. 

Jordan’s record in past first round qualifiers includes 5 
wins. 4 draws and 9 defeats in a total of 1 S matches. 

Here’s a brief look at Jordan’s past participations in 
World Cup qualifiers: 

Mexico 1986 

The team's only win was over Qatar in the opening 
match. Jordan lost the other three matches and the senring 
record was 3-7 in their opponents' favour. 

Jordan-Qatar 1 -0 
Qatar-Jordan 2-0 
Iraq-Jordan 3-2 
Iraq-Jordan 2-0 

Italy 1990 

Jordan's only wins were over Oman. One m.itch ended in 
a draw and Jordan lost the other three. The scoring record 
was 5-7. 

Qatar- Jordan I -U 

Jordan-Qatar !-l 
Iraq-Jordan I -0 

Iraq-Jordan 4-0 
Jordan-Oman 2-0 
Jordan-Oman 2-0 

USA 1994 

The Kingdom's two wins were over Pakistan. Jordan 
drew in three and lost three matches. The scoring record 
was 12-15. 

Jordan- Yemen 1-1 
Jordan- Iraq 1-1 

Chinn-Jondan 3-0 
Jordan- Pakistan 3-1 
Jordan- Yemen 1-1 
Iraq-Jordan 4-rt 
China-Jordan 4-1 
J or Jac-Pakistan 5-0 


JTV coverage of Group 3 matches 


Jordan — UAE 
Bahrain — UAE 
Bahrain — Jordan 

April $ 
April 1 1 
April 14 

5:15 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 
5:15 p.m. 

Second leg in Sharjah 



Bahrain — Jordan 
UAE — Bahrain 
UAE — Jordan 

April 19 
April 22 
April 26 

5:00 p.m. 
5:0o p.m. 
5:0C » p.m. 


Sorrento drives in Seattle’s winning run over Boston; A’s beat Yankees 


SEATTLE (R) — Paul 
Sorrento singled in AJex 
Rodriguez with the winning 
run in the 10th inning as the 
Seattle Mariners rallied for 
an 8-7 victory over the 
Boston Red Sox Sunday, 
salvaging the finale of the 
three-game series. 

Rodriguez, who homered 
earlier in the game and had 
four hits, reached on an 
infield single and went to 
second on a wild pitch by 
RickTrlicek (1-1). 

Ken Griffey w'as inten- 
tionally walked and both 
runners were sacrificed by 
Rich Amaral. Jay Buhner 
was intentionally walked to 
load the bases. 

Sorrento lined a 1-1 pitch 
into right, and Rodriguez 
trotted home with his fourth 
run of the game. Edgar 
Martinez had hit a two-run 
single and Sorrento a two- 
run double in the eighth to 
give the mariners a 7-5 lead. 

John Wasdin, acquired in 
the trade for Jose Canseco, 
allowed four runs and four 
hits over seven innings in 
his Boston debut, including 
Rodriguez’s homer in the 
fourth and a two-run homer 
by Griffey, his fifth, in the 
sixth. Wasdin walked two 
and struck out a career-high 
nine barters. 

Id Anaheim, Brian Giles 
and sandy Alomar homered 
in the ninth off closer Troy 
Percival (0-2) as the 
Cleveland Indians overcame 


a six -run deficit for a 10-8 
victory over the Angels in 
the rubber game of their 
three-game series. 

In Chicago. Jaime 
Navarro struck out a career- 
high 11 batters over seven 
shutout innings and Tony 
Phillips and Chris Snopek 
each hit solo homers as the 
White Sox defeated the 


Detroit Tigers 5-3. 

At Minnesota. Mike 

Sweeney homered and 
drove in a career-high four 
runs as Glendon Rusch won 
his Major-League debut and 
the Kansas Royals routed 
the twins 1 2-2. 

In Oakland. Dave 

Telgheder and two relievers 
combined on a shutout 


the Athletics scared all their 
runs on eighth-inning errors 
by third baseman Wade 
Boggs and first baseman 
Tino Martinez to defeat the 


New York Yankees 3-0. 

In Texas. Rum> Greer had 
four hits, including an RBI 
double in a four-run first 
inning, as the ransers 


pounded Mike Mitv-iiui <0- 
I > for seven runs and hand- 
ed the Baltimore Orioles 
their first loss of the season. 
9-3. 


as 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


Milwaukee 

4 

Toronto 

2 

White Sox 

5 

Detroit 

3 

Kansas City 

12 

Minnesota 


Texas 

9 

Baltimore 

3 

Oakland 

3 

NY Yankees 

0 

Seattle 

8 

Boston 

7 (In 10) 

Cleveland 

10 

Anaheim 
Nation 9 ! T ^tapue 

8 

Atlanta 

11 

Chicago Cubs 

5 (1st Game) 

Atlanta 

4 

Chicago Cubs 

0«2nd Game) 

Ron da 

3 

Cincinnati 

2 

Colorado 

6 

Montreal 


Houston 

3 

St Louis 


Los Angeles 

6 

Pittsburgh 

3 

Philadelphia 

3 

San Diego 

-t 

Nit’ Mets 

4 

San Francisco 

•> 


2 PORTABLE CARAVANS FOR SALE 

• LARGE CARAVAN including 2 large rooms + 
kitchen + bathroom 

• SMALL CARAVAN including 1 room + kitchen + 
bathroom 

Both in very good condition and easily connected to 
external electricity and water supplies ( including all 
internal facilities ) 

For further details please contact 671349 
between ( 9 and 11 ) a.m. 


-MV 


Gulf of Aqaba Environ mental Action Plan — Jordan 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An Environmental Montotiig Technician Is required within the Environment Department ot the Aqaba Region Authority. He 
erifl work under the supervision of an industrial PoOution Prevention SpedaUeL His duties wil indude: 

• SampBng of marine water quality and industrial wastewater discharges; 

• Ambient air quafcy monitoring and industrial air emission sampling; and' 

• Laboratory analysis, preparation of laboratory reports aid database entry of analysts results. 


Technical training n areas directly relevant to the Technician's specified duties — a uiiversity degree is an asset 

* Demonstrated sfos and a mnmun of 3 years' prior work experience In environmental sampling techniques and 
laboratory analysis procedures; 

* Computer prcStiency, and 

* Arabic and English - language proficiency. 

Positions to commence immediately on a yearly contract For further inquiries and submission of framing and vocational 
documents and CVs not later than AprB 30th, 1997, contact 

Aqaba Region Atahorily, 

Environment Department, 

P.O. Box 21 1 Aqab&Jotdan, 

Fax: (962-3) 314206. Tel: (962-3) 314200 



Sultanate of Oman 

Vocational Training Authority 
Job Vacancies in the Technical Industrial Colleges 
Vocational Training Authority in the Sultanate of Oman invites 
applications for the following positions in the Regional Colleges in Nizwa. 
Ibra, Al-Musana and Salalah: 

Heads of Departments: 

1 . Business Studies 

2. Information Technology 

3. Engineering 

4. English 

Qualifications & Experience: 

• A Ph.D. or a Masters degree in the relevant specialisation preferably 
from British or American Universities. 

• A minimum of ten years teaching/administration experience in a 
Technical College or a University. 

Lecturers in the following areas: 

1 . Business Studies (Accounting, Insurance, Marketing, Business 
Administration, Finance). 

2. Engineering (Mechanical and Electrical/Electronics). 

3. Information Technology (Programming, Networking, Systems 
analysis, Applications. Database). 

4. English. 

Qualifications and Experience: 

• M.A or M.Sc with five years of experience or Ph.D with three years of 

experience in teaching in a College or a University. 

• Fluency in English is essential 

• Knowledge of GNVQ delivery system/computing is desirable. 

• English teachers should have a TEFL or equivalent certificate. 

Salary and Benefits: 

• Basic Monthly salary RO.605/- for Lecturers and RO. 981 for HoDs. 

■ Allowances RO 1 1 9/- per month with free furnished 

accommodation. 

• Air fares, health care and end of service gratuity will be in 
accordance with Oman Civil Service regulations. 

Required Documents: 

• A copy of a valid Passport 

• CV with four photos 

• Copies of qualifications 

• Copies of experience certificates 

• Applications should be forwarded to the following address within three 
weeks from this day. 

Personnel Department 
Vocational Training Authority 
P.O. Box 895 postal code 113 
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman 
Fax: (00 968) 602941 

• Note: Post applied for should be indicated in the envelope. 
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Inter-faith dialogue 
starts in Amman 

■i 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A further seep 
forward in inter-faith dia- 
logue and inter-religiojs 
understanding was made on 
Monday here’ with the start- 
ing of consultations between 
representatives from the 
Evangelical Church of 
Germany and key-figures 
from Muslim and Christian 
Arab communities and 
organisations. 

More than 50 scholars, 
politicians, and clergymen 
from Egypt, Germany, Iraq. 
Jordan. Britain, and 
Palestine are engaged in a 
three-day discussion on 
"Religion and Secularism." 
organised by the Royal 
Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research — A1 
ai Bait Foundation — and 
aimed at overcoming divi- 
sions and prejudices. 

“The dialogue between 
Christianity and Islam 
comes as a result of the dia- 
logue among different 
Christian confessions which 
stoned with the ecumenical 
councils of the twentieth 
century." said one of the 
German speakers, the Rev. 
Andreas Feldtkeller. 

Echoing the expectations 
of most fellow participants. 
Dr. Feldtkeller. who also 
teaches science of mission 
at the prestigious 
Heidelberg University, said 
“the conference will help 
reach a better understanding 
between Muslims and 
Christians on their respec- 
tive views on secularism and 
find out what can be done 
together." 

Addressing the opening 
session. President of the 
Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research — Al 
ai Bait Foundation — 
Nasserddine Assad said one 
of the main objectives of the 
consultations is to exchange 
views and historic experi- 
ences on secularism and 
religion in Islam and 
Christianity. 

The conference should 
also identify the “contempo- 
rary and future challenges" 
facing religious institutions 
in changing societies. Dr. 
Assad said. 

In Germany, unemploy- 
ment and socially and eco- 
nomically difficult circum- 
stances have posed a serious 
challenge to the churches, 
and often resulted in xeno- 


phobia $nd Islamo-phobia, 
said Head of the Ecumenical 
Relation^ and Ministries 
Abroad Unit ar the Office of 
the Evangel ical Church in 
Germany. Bishop Rolf 
Koppe. ! 

"Discriminations, xeno- 
phobia afd anti-Muslim atti- 
tudes art not the general 
feature of our society, but 
they are id 1 1 a challenge" he 
told the conference. 

In a bid to contribute to the 
establishment of a pluralis- 
tic soefety. the German 
churched have recendy 
issued a common- declara- 
tion on solidarity and social 
peace, said Bishop Koppe. 

The official English trans- 
lation of jthe declaration will 
be available next month, he 
added. I 

In Monday sessions. 
Christiarj and Muslim schol- 
ars presented and discussed 
papers on secularism and its 
relation with the state. 

Today" ; Western and 
increasingly secular culture 
is not tht “time without reli- 
gion" wnich theologians and 
social scientists have proph- 
esied. tnjt it is “full of reli- 
gion which mainly has risen 
not within the established 
churched,” said Professor of 
Theology- at Munich 
Military] University. 

Gottfried Kuenzlen. 

“The religious point of 
view is not adopted by edu- 
cation. By a given tradition 
or by inherited patterns of 
culture. ;but by individual 
choice." ' Prof. Kuenzlen 
said. 

“Esoteric and occultism. 
astroloc4. belief in ghosts. 
Red Inifian, German. Indian, 
Chinese; Tibetan fragments 
of religion — all this is 
mixed up." 

In this time of "religious 
pluralism.” “Christianity has 
lost its Religious monopoly 
...and itsi cultural position as 
the donlinating religion in 
Europe.’* Prof. Kuenzlen 
concluded. 

Recalling the final docu- 
ments ( of the General 
Conference of the Secular 
Movement held in Beirut in 
autumn 19S2, Professor of 
Shari "a at Yarmouk 
University Faruk Samerra’i 
said “hostility to religion is 
utterly unrelated to secular- 
ism."’ ; 

“In fact, it runs counter to 
the values of secularism." 
intended as “a comprehen- 
sive outlook to the ... entire 


humanity and the whole uni- 
verse, thus emphasising the 
complete independence of 
the world with all its com- 
ponents. dimensions and 
values and separating them 
from those of religion." 

Regardless to its different 
interpretations, however, (be 
it with or against religion), 
“it would be naturally 
impossible to have any 
affinity between secularism 
and Islam in any way,” Prof. 
Samerra'i maintained, 
“because the sum total of a 
true believer’s activity in 
this life completely aims at 
worshipping God and seek- 
ing His pleasure." 

In today's sessions, dis- 
cussions will focus on “cur- 
rent challenges within the 
framework of the relation 
between religion and secu- 
larism, to Islam and 

Christianity.” 

Among the Jordanian par- 
ticipants in the conference 
are: Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am 
Abbadi. Senator Abdul Aziz 
Khayyat; Senator and 

Chairman of the Executive 
Bureau of the World Muslim 
Congress for Jerusalem 

Kamel Shareef; President of 
AL al Bait University 
Mohammad Bakhit; 

Director General of the 
Abdul Hamid Shorn an 
Foundation Ibrahim 

Izzeddin; President of the 
Institute of Diplomacy 
Mazen Armouti: Editor in 
Chief of Al-Urdon weekly 
Musa Keiiani: Secreatry 

General of AJ Wa'ed Party 
Anis Muashen and 
Chairman of the Arab 

Orthodox Society Ra’ouf 
Abu Jaber. 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Zeid Ben Ra’d 
chaired the opening session 
on behalf of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, under 
whose patronage the consul- 
tations are being held. 

A number of students and 
youth is also attending the 
conference. 

‘The Crown Prince always 
urges us to meet with all cat- 
egories of society, hence, 
this conference gathers 
philosophers, lawyers, cler- 
gymen and, above all, 
youth, who are meant to 
interact and confront their 
views with the academics to 
enrich this dialogue," Dr. 
Assad said. 


Oman ban$ Israeli firms 

! 

from computer trade fair 


MUSCAT (.AFP) — Oman 
has banned Israeli companies 
from a computer unde fair 
here and reportedly refused 
entry 10 an Israeli diplomat 
following an Arab League 
call last week to freeze ties 
with the Jewish state. 

"Tire authorities have asked 
that Israeli firms not come to 
the (Comex computer and 
communications) Fair" a 
Foreign Ministry official told 
AFP. At least five Israeli firms 
participated in last year’s 
computer fair in Muscat. 

TfK Omani government 
also has refused to lei an 
Israeli diplomat join the 
Jewish slate’s trade office in 
Muscat opened last year in a 
first step towards normalising 
ties, the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported on Monday. 

Oman refused to grant visas 
to diplomat Nissim Ben- 
Shetreet and a Foreign 
Ministry employee who did 
not have diplomatic status, it 
said. 

Asked whether Oman 
would eventually close the 
Israeli trade office, the official 
said “the sultanate is bound 
by the Arab League recom- 
mendations. which call for an 
end to normalisation with 
Israel." 

The two Israelis are due to 
take up posts in the Israeli 
representative office set up in 
Muscat after the two coun- 
tries agreed to establish com- 
mercial relations in 1996. 

The Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial declined to confirm or 
deny the report: 

According to Haaretz, the 
Israeli government fears that 
Qatar, the other Gulf state 


which Ids begun normalising 
ties, wjll follow Oman's 
examplel and bar Israelis from 
entering ,the country. 

Oman l hud taken a leading 
role ainohg Arab states in nor- 
malising ties with Israel after 
the Jewish slate signed inter- 
im peac^ agreements with the 
Palestinians in 1993 and 
1995. | 

But both Oman and Qatar 
slowed down the process after 
the right-wing government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu came to power in 
June. 

Oman s trade representative 
in Tel Aviv. Mohsen AI 
Balushi, left Israel in January 
without explanation and has 
not beer replaced. 

Arab I cague foreign minis- 
ters voted a week ago for a 
freeze oh normalisation with 
Israel arid recommended that 
member states dose all repre- 
sentativt offices linking them 
to the Jekvish state, though no 
govemrt ent has yet to formal- 
ly annoi nee such a move. 

The ifrab League action 
came in the wake of Israel’s 
decision' to begin work in 
mid-March on a new Jewish 
settlement in .Arab East 
Jerusale n. That decision has 
sparked continuous violent 
protests l in the Palestinian 
areas and led to a freeze in the 
Lraeli- Palestinian peace 

process. 1 

Mubarak calls for Israeli 
settlement freeze 


igypdan 


El. , 

Mubarak 
States 
freeze 


President Hosni 
called on the United 
fylonday to impose a 
Israel's settlement 


on 


policy to push fonvard the 
peace process. 

Mr. Mubarak, speaking as 
Mr. Netanyahu prepared to 
meet U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington, also 
ruled out the possibility of 
Egypt cutting ties with Israel. 

“If they (Americans) could 
manage to make Netanyahu 
agree to it. it will be a Very 
good step forward and it will 
help us push the peace 
process forward." Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters ask- 
ing him to comment on a six- 
month settlement freeze. 

“Let them hold the settle- 
ment for the time being and in 
the negotiations all the prob- 
lems could be solved,” Mr. 
Mubarak said after casting his 
vote- in Egypt's municipal 
elections. 

The Egyptian president 
stressed that the thorny issue 
of Jerusalem could be solved 
“when the agreements are 
implemented and people are 
relaxed.” 

“I think that the Palestinians 
then will find a formula to be 
convenient for both sides,” he 
added. 

Mr. Mubarak also dis- 
missed a proposal by Mn 
Netanyahu for an intensive 
Camp David style summit 
with Mr. Clinton and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to hammer out tough 
issues like the format used 
between Israel and Egypt in 
1 978 which paved the way for 
the first Arab- Israeli peace 
treaty one year later. 

“A new Camp David will 
not solve anything in the cur- 
rent phase" Mr. Mubarak 
said. 



The three Lebanese detained by Israel for 12 years, Mohammad Hazime, Jaafar Hraish 
and Nehme Eazzi (from right to left), arrive at the HizbolJah office in Beirut, on 
Monday, after they were released in a Red Cross-supervised prisoner exchange for a 
pro-Israeli militiaman. This was the second such swap this year under the auspices of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRO between the pro-Iranian Muslim 
Shiite Hizbollah and the pro-Israel South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia (AFP photo) 


Thousands of Palestinians face 
expulsion from East Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP i — Tens of thousands 
of Palestinian residents of 
Arab East Jerusalem are 
threatened with exile from the 
city under a systematic depor- 
tation campaign by the Israeli 
government, Israeli civil lib- 
erties groups charged on 
Monday. 

A report released by the 
Israeli groups B’tselem and 
Haraoked said several thou- 
sand Palestinians had 
received notices since the 
start of the year revolting their 
permits to reside in the 
annexed eastern sector of 
Jerusalem. 

In all 50.000 ro 80.000 
Palestinians could be target- 
led by whar the group’s called 
Israel's “quiet deportation” 
programme. 

“Who needs to charter 
planes or buses or bring in 
army trucks? The Israeli gov- 
ernment is carrying out mass 
deportations slowly, quietly, 
systematically.” said Yuval 
Ginbar. a B’tselem officiaL ar 
a Jerusalem press conference. 

The report said that from 
1967 to 1994 Israel routinely 
renewed residency permits of 
Palestinian residents who 
travelled to live or work in 
other countries. 

“Only a stay of seven con- 
secutive years abroad, with- 
out visits to IsraeL was liable 
to result in the revocation of 
resident status,” the report 
said. 

But 18 months ago, the inte- 
rior ministry, relying on what 
the report called a broader 
interpretation of the law. 
began to revoke residency 
permits regardless of the time 
spent living outside of the 
city. 

“All Palestinians who have 
lived outside of Jerusalem for 
a period of time, whether in a 
foreign country, in another 
part of the West Bank, or in 
Jerusalem's suburbs just 
metres outside the municipal 
borders are liable to lose their 
rights as Jerusalem residents,” 


the report said. 

“The details of this policy 
remain unknown and it is 
unclear bow much time a 
Palestinian must spend 
abroad before the interior 
ministry informs the person 
that he or she is no longer a 
resident of Jerusalem it said. 

While refusing to provide 
figures on the number of 
Palestinians affected by its 
policies, the Israeli interior 
ministry defends its “right” to 
revoke Jerusalem permits 
from Palestinians who have 
lived more than seven years 
outside the city limits or have 
received permanent resident 
status or citizenship from 
another country. 

‘These provisions apply 
equally to all permanent resi- 
dents of Israel and not just to 
those in eastern Jerusalem,” a 
ministry official said. “These 
rules have been in effect for 
many years and no change 
has been made to them 
recently” the official said. 

But human rights group 
charge that the right-wing 
government elected to power 
last year has been far more 
aggressive than its predeces- 
sors in applying the laws. 

They also note that Israel's 
policy of tightly restricting 
the number of building per- 
mits for Arab East Jerusalem 
Palestinians and the subse- 
quent rise in housing costs 
has forced growing numbers 
of young Palestinians to rent 
homes in suburbs which do 
not lie inside the municipal 
boundaries. 

This leaves them open to 
losing their “blue cards.” the 
Israeli -issued residency per- 
mits which give Arab East 
Jerusalem Palestinians the 
right to work and circulate 
inside the Jewish stale, to 
send their children to city 
schools and receive social 
benefits. 

Suad Nimr is one of the 
thousands of Arab East 
Jerusalem residents to receive 
a notice since the year began 


that her right to reside in the 
city of her birth was revoked 

The interior ministry told 
me to leave the city within 
two weeks, even though I was 
bora in Jerusalem, as was my 
husband Adrian.” Ms. Nimr. 
32, said Tuesday. Her blue 
card was recalled because she 
had lived for several years in 
Saudi Arabia 

Without the residency card, 
the couple's life has turned 
into a nightmare of clandes- 
timty. 

“We can’t work and are 
three children can’t even go to 
schooL” Ms. Nimr told a 
press conference organised 
by B’tselem and Hamoked. 

“This policy makes emi- 
grants out of Jerusalem 
Palestinians, many of whom 
never imagined that simply 
by moving to a nearby village 
they would lose their resident 
status,” Mr. Ginbar said. 

“These rules also discrimi- 
nate between Palestinians and 
Jewish residents who can live 
as long as they want abroad 
witboui losing their rights,” 
he said, adding that Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu himself lived for 
more than 10 years in the 
United States. 

Interior Minister Eli Suissa 
defended his ministry’s police 
in an interview on Israel 
Radio Thursday, saying that 
by withdrawing residency 
cards from “ineligible” East 
Jerusalem residents, the state 
was saving some $5 million 
per year in social spending. 

Since it occupied East 
Jerusalem from Jordan in the 
1967 six-day war, Israel has 
sought to increase the Jewish 
population of the sector of the 
city while limiting growth on 
the Palestinian sidk 

During the 30 years, author- 
ities have granted only 600 
housing permits for the 
155,000 Arabs in East 
Jerusalem, while building 10 
Jewish settlements which 
now house some 170,000 
people. 


Israel 


Islamists win Hebron 


warns EU 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
has appealed to the European 
Union ("EU) to help prevent 
Arab states from using a 
Mediterranean conference 
later this month in Malta to 
press an anti-Israeli agenda, a 
foreign ministry official said 
Monday. 

In a letter to his counter- 
parts in the 15-member EU. 
Eitan Ben-Tzur. number two 
in the Israeli foreign ministry, 
warned “against attempts by 
certain Arab states to exploit 
the Malta conference to 
attack Israel," the official said 
on condition of anonymity. 

The April 15-16 meeting 
aims to improve cooperation 
between European, North 
African and Middle East 
nations bordering the 
Mediterranean “and must not 
based as a substitute for direct 
negotiations between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours," the 
official said. 

The official said Foreign 
Minister David Levy would 
attend the conference, reject- 
ing reports the government 
could boycott the meeting 
due to the hostile atmosphere 
in the region. 


University elections 

HEBRON. West Bank (AFP) — Islamist candidates won stu- 
dent council elections at Hebron University Monday despite 
a bener-than-expected showing by the Fateh movement of 
Palestinian leader Yasser ArafaL student officials said. 

A joint list of candidates put forward by the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) and the smaller Islamic Jihad 
won 19 seats on the student council to 15 for Fateh and one 
for the left-wing Popular From for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

Hebron University is a stronghold of militants and was 
repeatedly closed by Israeli authorities before most of 
Hebron was turned over to Palestinian rule in January. 

Shortly before it withdrew from most of the city, the Israeli 
army reopened Hebron University after a year-long closure 
imposed following a string of suicide bombings by Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad killed 58 people plus the bombers. 

Previous student councils at Hebron University were made 
up entirely of Islpnist activists, but the elections were held 
under a system of proportional representation this year which 
made it easier for other groups to elect council members. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad reject the partial peace accords 
signed by Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), saying they permit the continued occupation of 
Palestinian lands and will not lead to statehood. 

The groups have played a prominent role in violent protests 
the- past three weeks over Israel's decision to build a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Hamas was also blamed for a March 21 suicide bombing in 
Tel Aviv which killed three Israelis, while two Islamic Jihad 
militants died last week in botched suicide bombings taraet- 
ting Jewish settlers in the Gaza Scrip. 

On March 24, the Islamic list won union elections amon® 
teachers and employees at Al Najah Lfriiversity in Nablus^ 
beating Fateh for the first time since 1980. 


Assad 
vows 
to free 
occupied 
lands 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad pledged on Monday to 
liberate Arab lands occupied 
by Israel on the 50* anniver- 
sary of his Baath Party's rise 
to power in Syria. 

T will mobilise the nation s 
strengths to liberate occupied 
Arab lands and to reinstate 
trampled Arab rights, in view 
of a just and global peace in 
the Middle East,” President 
Assad said in a speech pub- 
lished by the party newspaper 
Al Baath. 

“In this struggle, we will 
confront the tyrannic forces 
that want to hurt the Arab 
nation, exert pressure and 
impose favorable conditions 
for the aggressor, Israel,’’ Mr. 
Assad said, without identify- 
ing these forces. 

Festivities were being held 
across Syria on Monday to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the Baath (renaissance) Party, 
which came to power in a 
bloodless military coup in 
1963. 

Colourful bonnets have 
filled the main streets in the 
Syrian capital for the last 
week, along with laige por- 
traits of President Assad hung 
from public buildings. 

Shots of joy were also fired 
and rallys held in Beirut to 
mark the Baath Party’s 
anniversary, as Syria main- 
tains 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon and is the main for- 
eign power broker there. 

Mr. Assad said his party 
“expresses with sincerity the 
hopes of the nation.” 

“In the battle to free the 
land and to realise peace, we 
remain attached to our princi- 
ples and we will not give up 
an inch of our land or any of 
our national rights,” the 
Syrian president said. 

In die 1967 Middle East 
war, Israel seized the strategic 
Golan Heights from Syria 
and Palestinian territories in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, along with East 
Jerusalem. 

Peace talks between Syria 
and Israel have been frozen 
for more than a year over the 
Golan Heights. Syria is 
de mandin g the plateau be 
completely returned, but 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
refused any withdrawal. 

Syria on Sunday 
denounced the U.S. policy of 
maintaining Israel's military 
superiority in the Middle 
East saying it was incompat- 
ible with the peace process. 

Iraq celebrates 
anniversary 

Baghdad celebrated 
Monday the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the pan- 
Arab Baath Pany, in power in 
Baghdad since 1968 while a 
rival branch has controlled 
Syria since 1963. 

“The Baath today isn’t only 
an Arab party but an interna- 
tional example to follow, and 
represents an intellectual, 
political, social and civilisa- 
tion model for other people,” 
the official Al Jumhouriya 
said. 

According to the press, del- 
egations from “Arab and 
friendly countries” will par- 
ticipate in the celebrations in 
Iraq's ministries, universities, 
schools and administrative 
offices. 

The Baath Party, which 
held its constitutional con- 
gress in April 1947. is a secu- 
lar organisation preaching 
Arab nationalism and social- 
ism. Its goal is to create a 
“unified Arab fatherland from 
the (Atlantic) Ocean ro the 
(Arab) Gulf.” 

The party was founded in 
1941 in Syria by Syrians 
Michel Aflak and Salaheddin 
Bitar, and has “national com- 
mands” in Damascus and 
Baghdad and “regional com- 
mands” in other Arab coun- 
tries where the party has 
branches. 

The Baath took power in 
Iraq in a February 1963 coup, 
but was overthrown several 
months later. It has been in 
power in Iraq since it seized 
control again in a July 1968 
coup. 



Elton John’s 
party causes chaos 


LONQPN (AFP) — Elton 
John’s costumed 50th birth- 
day patty caused chaos 
Sunday evening with its long 
lines of limousines and other 
VIP cars as the area near one 
of west London’s busiest 
intersections became grid- 
locked “Normally most peo- 
ple who go to this music 
venue arrive by public trans- 
port, but you can't really 
expect superstars to turn up 
on the tube, especially in 
fancy dress,” said a police 
spokesman, after Scotl^j 
yard urged motorists not oq 
Elton’s guest list to find other 
routes. The 50-year-old rock- 
et man stunned spectators 
outside London’s 

Hammersmith Palais when 
he arrived in the back of a 
white removal lorry, whose 
interior had been decked out 
with gilt mirrors and rich red 
wallpaper to look like a 
restoration drawing room. 
Hundreds of fans shrieked as 
the multi-millionaire — 
wearing a towering silver 
white wig — was gently 
lowered to the pavement 
with his friend David Furnish 
and two other attendants. 

‘The Eagles’ 
could fly higher 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Eagles, a country-tinged 
rock group from the 1970s 
and early 1980s, could soon 
have the all-time, best-selling 
record in the United States, 
the Recording Indupy 
Association of America sjkL 
The U.S. group's 1976 
release. "Their Greatest Hits 
1 1971-1975)’’ has reached 
sales of 24 million — match- 
ing “Thriller" Michael 
Jackson's 1982 record that 
turned him into a pop super- 
star. Around the world, 
though, Jackson remains far 
ahead ‘Thriller’’ has sold 46 
million copies outside the 
United States against 
between nine million and 10 
million for ‘Their Greatest 
Hits” 

Hong Kong may 
host beauty contest 

HONG KONG (AFP) - 
Hong Kong is considering 
hosting die Miss Universe 
beauty contest next year in a 
move aimed at boosting 
tourism after the territory's 
handover to China, it was 
reported Monday. The U.S.- 
based oiganiser of the Miss 
Universe contest has 
approached Hong Kong 
authorities asking wheri^x 
the lenitory would host the 
competition in May 1997, 
the Chinese-language Sing 
Tao daily said. Hong Kong 
hosted the Miss Universe 
pageant in 1976. Sing Tao 
said some groups were inter- 
ested in the idea in (be hope 
that it could boost Hong 
Kong’s tourist industry, 
which is expected to slow 
after celebrations to mark the 
territory’s return to China on 
July 1.' 

Another rapper 
shot dead 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Gunfire has felled another 
U.S. rapper, this time in New 
Orleans. Louisiana. On 
Sunday New Orleans po-*? 
confirmed that Albert 
Thomas, a member of the rap 
group Unlv. had been found 
shot dead at about 400 a.nt. 
(1000 GMT) Saturday. 
Thomas, 22. was found by 
himself in a car. department 
spokesman Lieutenant 
Marion DefiUo told AFP. The 
group’s first record, 
“Unfortunately No Longer 
Virgins " was issued in 1993. 
Their latest effort “Uptown 
4 Life.” was released last 
year. Last month, rapper 
Christopher Wallace known 
as notorious B.I.G. was 
gunned down by an 
unknown assailant while sit- 
ting in his vehicle in Los 
Angeles. It is unclear 
whether the Wallace murder 
is connected to lasl 
September's mysterioJ?'; 
drive-by shooting in 
Vegas, Nevada that claimed 
the life of rap rival Tupac 
Shakur. 



